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BESOLUTION, MAEOH 1, 1897. 



Resolved by the House of Representatives {the Senate concurring) y 

* * « * • * * * 

There shall also be printed and bound 5,000 copies of the Coinage 
Laws of the United States; 2,000 for the Director of the Mint, 2,000 
for the House of Representatives, .and 1,000 for the Senate. 









ARTICLBB OF OONFEDERATION OF JUL7 9, 1778. 

Abtiole 9. • • • The United States in Gongress assembled 
shall also have the sole and exclusive right and power of regulating 
the alloy and value of coin struck by their own authority, or by that 
of the respective States — ^fixing the standard of weights and measures 
throughout the United States. • ♦ ♦ 



. CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES. 

Article 1 , Seetion 8, Paragraph 6. 

To coin money, regulate the value thereof, and of foreign coin, and fix 
the standard of weights and measures; 

Briscoe t?. The Bank of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, 11 Pet., 257; Fox t;. 
The State of Ohio^ 5 How., 410; United States v. Marigold, 9, How., 560. 

Article 1, Seetion 10, Paragraph 1. 

No state shall • ♦ ♦ coin money, emit bills of credit, make any- 
thing but gold and silver coin a tender in payment of debts. • * • 



COINAGE LAWS OF THE UNITED STATES, 1792 TO 1893. 



Chap. XYI. — An act eatahUshing a Mint cmd regulaUng the eoina of A0 Btatate L 

United States. *_.,•„«» 

April 2, 1702. 



SSOTION 1. Be it eniicted by the Senate and House ofBep- ^^ es tab- 
resentatives of the United States of America in Congress assem- seat of ^^yern. 
hied, <md it is hereby enacted and declared^ That a Mint for°>«i>^ 
the purpose of a sational coinage be, and the same is es- 
tablished ; to be situate and carried on at the seat of the 
Government of the United States, for the time being : And 
that for the well condacting of the business of ti^e said 
Mint, there shall be the following ofScers and persons, 
namely, — a Director, an assayer, a chief coiner, an engraver, 
a treasurer. 

Seo. 2. And he it further enaeted. That the Director of the Director toem- 
Mint shall employ as many clerks, workmen and servants, ^^ workmen, 
as he shall from time to time find necessary, subject to the 
approbation of the President of the United States. 

Sbo. 3. And be it further enacted^ That the respective nnty of th« 
functions and duties of the of&cers above mentioned shall **®<*^ 
be as follow : The Director of the Mint shall have the chief 
management of the business thereof, and shall superintend 
all other officers and persons who shall be employed therein. 
The assayer shall receive and give receipts for all metals Assayer. 
which may lawfully be brought to the Mint to be coined: i7^®*h54?So: 2 
shall assay all such of them as may require it, and shall 
deliver them to the chief coiner to be coined. The chief chief coiner, 
coiner shall cause to be coined all metals which shall be re- 
ceived by him for that purpose, according to such regula- 
tions as shall be prescribed by this or any future law. The Bnsrayer. 
engraver shall sink and prepare tiie necessary dies for such 
coinage, with the proper devices and inscriptions, but it 
shall be lawful for the functions and duties of chief coiner 
and engraver to be performed by one person. The treas- xreaBonM. 
urer shall receive from the chief coiner all the coins which 
shall have been struck, and shall pay or deliver them to 
the persons respectively to whom the same ought to be paid 
or delivered : be shall morever receive and safely keep all 
monies which shall be for the use, maintenance and support 
of the Mint, and shall disburse the same upon warrants 
signed by the Director. 

Seo. 4. And be it further enacted. That every officer and to take oatn. 
clerk of the said Mint shall, before he enters upon the exe- 
cution of his office, take an oath or affirmation before some 
judge of the United States faithfully and diligently to per- 
form the duties thereof. 

Seo. 5. And be it further enacted, That the said assayer, ^"^gy^J^SPft 
chief corner and treasurer, previously to entering upon the hm, oh. 4, 8ec.2. 
ezeoation of their respective offices, shall each become 
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bomid to the XTnited States of America, with one or more 
Boreties to the satisfaction of the Secreta^ry of the Treasnry , 
in the sum of ten thoosand dollars, with condition for the 
fftithM and diligent performance of the duties of his of- 
fice. 
fkiwiM Sec. 6. And be it further etMCted, That there shall be al- 

lowed and paid as compensations for their respective serv- 
ices — ^To the said Director, a yearly salary of two thoosand 
dollars, to the said assayer, a yearly salary of one thousand 
five hundred dollars, to the said chief coiner, a yearly salary 
of one thousand five hundred dollars, to the said engraver, 
a yearly salary of one thousand two hundred dollars, to the 
said treasurer, a yearly salary of one thousand two hundred 
dollars, to each clerk who may be employed, a yearly salary 
not exceeding five hundred dollars, and to the several sub- 
ordinate workmen and servants, such wages and allow- 
ances as are customary and reasonable, according to their 
respective stations and occupations. 
•A.«»iiiit8jhow Seo. 7. And be it further enacted, That the accounts of the 

settied.^^ officers and persons employed in and about the said Mint 
and for services performed in relation thereto, and all other 
accounts concerning the business and administration thereof, 
shall be adjusted and settled in the Treasury Department 
of the United States, and a quarter yearly account of the 
receipts and disbursements of the said Miot shall be ren- 
dered at the said Treasury for settlement according to such 
forms and regulations as shall have been prescribed by that 
Department; and that once in each year a report of the 
transactions of the said Mint, accompanied by an abstract 
of the settlements which shall have been from time to time 
made, duly certified by the Comptroller of the Treasury, 
shall be laid before Congress for their information. 
President of Seo. 8. And be it further enacted. That in addition to the 

SSiJ^b^S^ authority vested in the President of the United States by a 

to t>e provided, rcsolution of the last session, touching the engaging of art 
ists and the procuring of apparatus for the said Mint, the 
President be authorized, and he is hereby authorized to 
cause to be provided and put in proper condition such build- 
ings, and in such manner as shall appear to him requisite 
for the purpose of carrying on the business of the said Mint; 
and that as well the expenses which shall have been in- 
curred pursuant to the said resolution as those which may 
be incurred in providing and preparing the said buildings, 
and all otiber exi>enses which may hereafter accrue for the 
maintenance and support of the said Mint, and in carrying 
on the business thereof, over and above the sums which 
may be received by reason of the rate per centum for coin- 
Ezpenees, how age herein after mentioned, shall be defrayed from the 

lo be defrayed. Treasury of the United States, out of any monies which 
from time to time shall be therein, not otherwise appropri- 
ated. 
Species of the Seo. 9. And be it further enacted. That there shall be from 

Sick. *** ^®time to time struck and coined at the said Mint, coins of 
gold, silver, and copper, of the following denominations, 
values and descriptions, viz. Eagles — ^Msh to be of the 
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value of ten dollars or unitS) md to contain two hundred 
and forty-seven grains and four eighths of a grain of pure, 
or two hundred and seventy grains of standard gold. Half Hftif mj^im. 
BAGLES— each to be of the value of five dollars, and to con- 
taiu one hundred and twenty-three grains and six eighths 
of a grain of pure, or one hundred and thirty-five grains of 
standard gold. Qu abteb eagles — each to be of the value Qottrter e»Kie%, 
of two dollars and a half dollar, and to contain sixty-one 
grains and seven eighths of a grain of pure, or sixty-seven 
grains and four eighths of a grain of standard gold. DoL- DoUaTsornnits 
LABS or UNITS — each to be of the value of a Spanish milled 
dollar as the same is now current, and to contain three hun- 
dred and seventy-one grains and four sixteenth parts of a 
grain of pure, or four hundred and sixteen grains of stand- 
ard silver. Half dollabs — each to be of half the value Hair douars. 
of the dollar or unit, and to contain one hundred and eighty - 
five grains and ten sixteenth parts of a grain of pure, or two 
hundred and eight grains of standard silver. Quabteb Quarter doiian. 
DOLLABS— each to be of one fourth the value of the dollar 
or unit, and to contain ninety-two grains and thirteen six- 
teenth parts of a grain of pure, or one hundred and four 
grains of standard silver. Dismes — each to be of the value Dismet. 
of one tenth of a dollar or unit, and to contain thirty-seven 
grains and two sixteenth parts of a grain of pure, or forty- 
one grains and three fifth parts of a grain of standard sil- 
ver. Half dismes — eachtobeof the value of one twentieth Half diames. 
of a dollar, and to contain eighteen grains and nine sixteenth 
parts of a grain of pure, or twenty grains and four fifth parts 
of a grain of standard silver. Cents — each to be of the cents, 
value of the one hundredth part of a dollar, and to contain 
eleven penny-weights of copper. Half cents — each to be Half cents. 
of the value of half a cent, and to contain five penny-weights n^?* **' ^^^ ^ 
and half a penny- weight of copper. 

Sec. 10. And be it furtlier enacted. That, upon the said of what d». 
coins respectively, there shall be the following devices and ®®*' 
legends, namely : Upon one side of each of the said coins 
there shall be an impression emblematic of liberty, with an 
inscription of the word Liberty, and the year of the coin- 
age; and upon the reverse of each of the gold and silver 
coins there shall be the figure or representation of an eagle^ 
with this inscription, ^^ United States of America" and upon 
the reverse of each of the copper coins, there shall be an 
inscription which shall express the denomination of the 
piece, namely, cent or half cent, as the case may require. 

Sec. 11. And be it further enacted, That the proportional Proportional 
value of gold to silver iu all coins which shall by law beSw.**' ^®^ *** 
current as money within the United States, shall be as fif- 
teen to one, according to quantity in weight, of pare gold 
or pure silver ; that is to say, every fifteen pounds weight 
of pure silver shall be of equal value in all payments, with 
one pound weight of pure gold, and so in proportion as to 
any greater or less quantities of the respective metals. 

Seo. 12. And be it further enoMed, That the standard for standard for 
aU gold coins of the United States shaU be eleven parts Sioy h^^ 
fine to one part alloy ] and accordingly that eleven parts in ngoi^ted. 
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twelve of the eDtire weight of each of the said coins shall 
consist of pore gold, and the remaining one twelfth part of 
alloy ; and the said alloy shall be composed of silver and 
copper, in sach proportions not exceeding one half silver as 
shall be found convenient ; to be regalated by the Director 
of the Mint, for the time being, with the approbation of the 
President of the United Stat^, until further provision shall 
be made by law. And to the end that the necessary infor- 
mation may be had in order to the making of such further 
Diiw tor to re- provisiou, it Shall be the duty of the Director of the Mint, at 
8c«oMhe 5SSt*^® expiration of a year after commencing the operations of 
toachioff the lU-the Said Mint, to report to Congress the practice thereof 
toy of gold coins, (j^rjug Q^^ gaid year, touching the composition of the alloy 

of the said gold coins, the reasons for such practice, and the 

experiments and observations which shall have been made 

concerning the effects of different proportions of silver and 

copper in the said alloy. 

standard for Seo. 13. And be it further enaotedj That the standard for 

iS^'how ^tTb^ all silver coins of the United States, shall be one thousand 

legated. four huudrcd and eighty-five parts fine to one hundred and 

seventy-nine parts alloy ; and accordingly that one thoa- 

sand four hundred and eighty-five parts in one thousand 

six hundred and sixty-four parts of the entire weight of each 

of the said coins shall consist of pure silver, and the remain - 

Alloy. ing one hundred and seventy-nine parts of alloy; which 

alloy shall be wholly of copper. 

Persona may Seo. 14. And be it further enactedy That it shall be lawful 

SS!?er ^umon*' to ^^^ ^'^y P^rsou or pcrsons to bring to the said Mint gold and 

be coined free of silver buUiou, in Order to their being coined; and that the 

"*P®"*** bullion so brought shall be there assayed and coined as 

speedily as may be after the receipt thereof, and that free 
of expense to the person or persons by whom the same shall 
have been brought. And as soon as tlie said bullion shall 
have been coined, the person or persons by whom the same 
Act of April shall havc been delivered, shall upon demand receive in 
hiw thI?'DiTOotoi li^^ thereof coins of the same species of bullion which shall 
may exchange bavc bccu SO delivered, weight for weight, of the pure gold 
dwiuoting^^hajri' or pure silver therein contained: Provided nevertheless^ That 
per cent \^ shall bc at the mutual option of the party or parties bring- 

ing such bullion, and of the Director of the said Mint, to 
make an immediate exchan^^e of coins for standard bullion, 
with a deduction of one half per cent, from the weight of the 
pure gold, or pure silver contained in the said bullion, as 
an indemnification to the Mint for the time which will nec- 
essarily be required for coining the said bullion, and for the 
Dai^ of Score- advance which shall have been so made in coins. And it 
to^f Treaeury g^^^jj j^ ^y^^ ^^(.y ^^ ^j^^ Secretary of the Treasury to furnish 

the said Mint from time to time whenever the state of the 
Treasury will admit thereof, with such sums as may be nec- 
essary for effecting the said exchanges, to be replaced as 
speedily as may be out of the coins which shall have been 
made-of the bullion for which the monies so furnished shall 
The half per havc bccu exchaugcd ; and the said deduction of one half 
tato'a fundTo**' P^^ ^^^' ®^^ coustitutc a fuud towards defi*aying the ex- 
X>ense8 of the said Mint. 
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Sbo. 15. Andbeit further enacted^ That the bullion which ,. omer ot de- 
lall be brought as aforesaid to the M 
be coined, and the equivalent thereof 



shall be brought as aforesaid to the Mint to be coined, shall "j;^,,*^?^^ 

" in coins rendered, if ouiuon, and pen- 



demanded, in the order in which the said bullion shall havCunduS fJlS^ 
been brought or delivered, giving priority according to ^'^ie't*^ M«r 3 
priority of delivery only, and without preference to anym^ohlM. ' ' 
person or persons^ and if any preference shall be given con- 
trary to the direction aforesaid, the officer by whom such 
undue preference shall be given, shall in eaoh case forfeit 
and pay one thousand dollars ; to be re<K)vered with costs of 
suit. And to the end that it may be known if such prefer- 
ence shall at any time be given, the assayer or officer, to 
whom the said bullion shall be delivered to be coined shall 
give to the person or persons bringing the same, a memo- 
randum in writing under his hand, denoting the weight, fine- 
ness and value thereof, together with the day and order of 
its delivery into the Mint. 

Seo. 16. And be it further enactedj That all the gold and coina made a 
silver coins which shall have been struck at, and issued from ^^'^ tender, 
the said Mint, shall be a lawful tender in all payments what- 
soever, those of full weight according to the respective 
values herein before declared, and those of less than full 
weight at values proportional to their respective weights. 

Seo. 17. And be it further enacted^ That it shall be the duty and to be madA 
of the respective officers of the said Mint, carefully and thf ^^sTandar'S 
faithfully to use their best endeavours that all the gold and weights, &o. 
silver coins which shall be struck at the said Mint shall be, 
as nearly as may be, conformable to the several standards 
and weights aforesaid, and that the copper whereof the 
cents and half cents aforesaid may be composed, shall be of 
good quality. 

Seo. 18. And the better to secure a due conformity of the The Treaenrer 
said gold ai]»d silver coins to their respective standards, -B^iSia'^M^threl 
it further enacted^ That from every separate mass of stand- ?»?«•» <>' o»ci» 
ard gold or silver, which shall be made into coins at theeS™*** beaasay 
said Mint, there shall be taken, set apart by the Treasurer 
and reserved in his custody a certain number of pieces, not 
less than three, and that once in every year the pieces so 
set apart and reserved, shall be assayed under the inspection 
of the Chief Justice of the United States, the Secretary and when and by 
Comptroller of the Treasury, the Secretary for the Depart- '^^**"' *"* 
ment of State, and the Attorney General of the United 
States, (who are hereby required to attend for that purpose 
at the said Mint, on the last Monday in July in each year,) 
or under the inspection of any three of them, in such man- 
ner as they or a majority of them shall direct, and in the 
presence of the Director, assayer and chief coiner of the said 
Mint ; and if it shall be found that the gold and silver so 
assayed, shall not be inferior to their respective standards 
herein before declared more than one part in one hundred 
and forty-four parts, the officer or officers of the said Mint 
whom it may concern shall be held excusable; but if any 
greater inferiority shall appear, it shall be certified to the 
President of the United States, and the said officer or offi- 
cers shall be deemed disqualified to hold their respective 
offices. 
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Tenaitv on de- Seo. 19. And be it further enacted, That if any of the gold 
tesingtfi* coins. ^^ gUver coIds which shall be struck or coined at the said. 
Mint shall be debased or made worse as to the proportion 
of fine gold or fine silver therein contained, or shall be of 
less weight or value than the same ought to be pursuant to 
the directions of this act, through the default or with the 
connivance of any of the officers or persons who shall be 
employed at the said Mint, for the purpose of profit or gain, 
or otherwise with a fraudulent intent, and if any of the said 
officers or persons shall embezzle any of the metals which 
shall at any time be committed to their charge for the par- 
pose of being coined, or any of the coins which shall be 
struck or coined at the said Mint, every such officer or per- 
son who shall commit any or either of the said offences, 
shall be deemed guilty of felony, and shall suffer death. 
Money of ac- Seg. 20. And be it further enacted. That the money of ac- 
preMLTfa^d?!- count of the United States shall be expressed in dollars or 
utt^dco. units, dismes or tenths, cents or hundredths, and milles or 

thousandths, a disme being the tenth part of a dollar, a 
cent the hundredth part of a dollar, a mille the thousandth 
part of a dollar, and that all accounts in the public offices 
and all proceedings in the courts of the United States shall 
be kept and had in conformity to this regulation. 

Approved, April 2, 1792. 



statute L Chap. XXXIX. — An act to provide for a copper ooinage. 

May 8, 1792. 

— — Section 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and Home of Eep- 

Mintt^puTChase rcscntativcs of the United States of America in Congress as- 
co^Y^ cMito *^^^^^i That the Director of the Mint, with the approbation 
Ac. ^ ^^ of the President of the United States, be authorized to con- 
tract for and purchase a quantity of copper, not exceeding 
one hundred and fifty tons, and that the said Director, as 
soon as the needful preparations shall be made, cause the 
1792, ch. 16. copper by him purchased to be coined at the Mint into cents 
Whence to' is- and half cents, pursuant to "the act establishing a Mint, 
•"®" and regulating the coins of the United States;" and tiiat the 

said cent43 and half cents, as they shall be coined, be paid 
into the Treasury of the United States, thence to issue into 
circiQation. 
Direc tor to Seo. 2. And be it further enacted, That after the expiration 
S?rta^ sum haS^^ ^^^ Calendar months from the time when there shall have 
^en paid into been paid into the Treasury by the said Director, in cents 
e reaanry. ^^^ ^^^^ ccuts, a sum uot less than fifty thousand dollars, 
which time shall forthwith be announced by the TDreasurer 
in at least two gazettes or newspapers, published at the seat 
of the Government of the United States, for the time being, 
no copper coins or pieces whatsoever, except the said cents 
and half cents, shall pass current as money, or shall be paid, 
or oflfered to be paid or received in payment for any debt. 
Penalty for demand, claim, matter or thing whatsoever; and all copper 
thiS^ c*opp*^? coins or pieces, except the said cents and half cents, which 
<»i>^8. shall be paid or offered to be paid or received in payment 

contrary to the prohibition aforesaid, shall be forfeited, and 
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every person by whom any of tbem shall have been so paid 
or offered to be paid or received in payment, shall also for- 
feit the snm of ten dollars, and the said forfeiture and pen- 
alty shall and may be recovered with costs of suit for the 
benefit of any person or persons by whom information of 
the iucnrring thereof shall have been given. 

Approved, May 8, 1792. 



Chap. ll.^An aet to amend am act intituled *'Anaot eetdblUMng a Mint, Btetett n. 
mid regulating ike ooine of the United States,'^ 9ofar as reepeete the eoU^ jaa. 14, 17». 
etge of copper, ! 



Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Bepresentaiives ofyj^\^^ ^f p'- *• 
the United States of America in Congress assembledj That contents of 
every cent shall contain two hundred and eight grains of ^J^ *"** ^^^^ 
copper, and every half cent shall contain one hundred and 
four grains of copper; and that so much of the act, intituled 
^^ An act establishing a Mint, and regulating the coins of the 
United States," as respects the weight of cents and half 
cents, shall be, and the same is hereby repealed. 

Approved, January 14, 1793. 



Chap. V. — An aet regulating foreign coins, ismdfor other purposes. Stitnte n. 

Feb 8. 1708 

Section 1. Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Beg- 



resentatives of the United States of America in Congress a>s- oSi^tobiiahlS 
senibledj That from and after the first day of July next, for- ^^ 
eign gold and silver coins shall pass current as money within 
the United States, and be a legal tender for the payment of 
all debts and demands, at the several and respective rates 
following, and not otherwise^ viz : The gold coins of Great 
Britain and Portugal, of their present sto.ndard, at the rate 
of one hundred cents for every twenty-seven grains of the 
actual weight thereof; the gold coins of France, Spain and 
the dominions of Spain, of their present standard, at the rate 
of one hundred cents for every twenty-seven grains and two 
fifths of a grain, of the actual weight thereof. Spanish milled 
dollars, at the rate of one hundred cents for each dollar, the 
actual weight whereof shall not be less than seventeen penny- 
weights and seven grains ; flmd in proportion for the^parts 
of a dollar. Crowns of France, at the rate of one hundred 
and ten cents for each crown, the actual weight whereof, 
shall not be less than eighteen pennyweights and seventeen 
grains, and in proportion for the parts of a crown. But no 
foreign coin that may have been, or shall be issued subse- 
quent to the first day of January, one thousand seven hun- 
dred and ninety-two, shall be a tender, as aforesaid, until 
samples thereof shall have been found, by assay, at the Mint 
of the United States, to be conformable to the respective 
standards required, and proclamation thereof shall have been 
made by the President of the United States. 

Sec. 2. Provided always j and be it further enacted^ ^^^*e^e*t s^^l 
at the expiration of three years next ensuing the time when d^nsbaSoeMt 
the coinage of gold and silver, agreeably to the act, entitled *° ^ » tender. 
<<An act establjflhing a Mint, and regulating the coins of the 
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United States," shall commence at the mint of the United 
States, (which time shall be annonnced by the proclamation 
of the President of the United States,) all foreign gold coins 
and all foreign silver coins, except Spanish miUed dollars 
and parts of snch dollars, shall cease to be a legal tender, 
as aforesaid, 
ot her fore^ Seo. 3. And be it further enacted^ That all foreign gold 
mw. ^ ^ and silver coins, (except Spanish milled dollars, and parts 

of snch dollars,) which shall be received in payment for 
monies dne to the United States^ after the said time, when 
the coining of gold and silver coins shall begin at the Mint 
of the United States, shall, previously to their being issued 
in* circulation, be coined anew, in conformity to the act, en- 
titled ^* An act establisliing a Mint and regulating the coins 
of the United States." 
After mo f Sbo. 4. And be it further enacted^ That from and after the 
fln^'seotion of ^a first day of July next, the fifty-fifth section of the su^t, en- 
forefcS TOiM^ titled " An act to provide more eflfectually for the collection 
f^cd. ' of the duties imposed by law on goods, wares and merchan- 
dise imported into the United States," which ascertains the 
rates at which foreign gold and silver coins shall be received 
for the duties and fees to be collected in virtue of the said 
act, be, and the same is hereby repealed. 
A88»y of coins, Seo. 5. And be it further enacted^ That the assay, pro- 
mSic" ** *'*'™' vided to be made by the a<5t, entitled *< An act establishing 
179^ oh. 16, a Mint, and regulating the coins of the United States," shall 
^^ commence in the manner as by the said act is prescribed, on 

the second Monday of February, annually, any thing in the 
said act to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Approved, February 9, 1793. 



Stataie I. CHAP. IV. — An act in alteration of the act estabUahing a ARnt and reguUU- 
l£„ 3 yj^ ing th^ coins of the United States, 



Daty of treas- SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofBep- 

herei?****^**"**'^^**^**^^* ^f *^ Pwifcd States of America in Congress as- 
Aot of A^Tii 2, sembled^ That from and after the passing this act it shall 

1792, oh. le. Y)e the duty of the treasurer of the Mint to receive and give 

receipts for all metals which may lawfully be brought to the 
Mint to be coined ; and for the purpose of ascertaining their 
respective qualities, shall deliver from every parcel so re- 
Assay. ccivcd, a Sufficient number of grains to the assayer, who 

shall assay all such of them as may require it. And the 
said treasurer shall from time to time deliver the said metals 
to the chief coiner to be coined in such quantities as the Di- 
rector of the Mint may prescribe. 
Assurer and Sec. 2. And be it further ena^cted^ That the assayer and 

Sve bon^^So ^ chicf coiucr of the Mint previous to entering upon the execu- 
tion of their respective offices shall each become bound to 
the United States of America with one or more sureties to 
the satisfaction of the Secretary of the Treasury, the said 
assayer in the sum of one thousand dollars and the said chief 
coiner in the sum of five thousand dollars, with condition 
for the faithful and diligent performance of the duties of his 
office. 
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Sec. 3. And be it further enacted^ That so mach of the PartofceruiiB 
act ODtitled " An act establishing a Mint and regulating the ^7^^^ii 
coins of the United States," as comes within the purview of 
this act be and the same is hereby repealed. 

Approved, March 3, 1794. 



Chap. XLVII. — An act supplementary to the act intituled **An act eetdb- Statote XL 

lieking a Mint, and regulating the eoine of the United States J' 

Mar. 8, 1796. 



Section 1. Be it emicted by the Senate and House of Hep- Act of Apr. 2, 
resentativea of the United States of America in Congress as- 1702.ch.i6. 
setnbledj and it is hereby enacted aM declared. That for the cof^t^^i^S^iiSt 
better conducting of the business of the Mint of the United ^y t^e name of 
States there shall be an additional officer appointed therein ^Sn" 
by the name of the melter and refiner, whose duty shall be eiadaty. 
to take charge of all copper, and silver or gold bullion de- 
livered out by the treasurer of the Mint after it has been 
assayed, agreeably to the rules and customs of the Mint 
already directed and established, or which may hereafter 
be directed and established by the accounting officers of the 
Treasury, and to reduce the same into bars or ingots fit for 
the rolling mills, and then to deliver them to the coiner or 
treasurer, as the Director shall judge expedient ] and to do 
and perform all other duties belonging to the ofQce of 
a melter and refiner or which shall be ordered by the Di- 
rector of the Mint. 

S£0. 2. And be it further enacted^ That the melter and re- To take oath 
finer of the said Mint shall, before he enters upon the exe- ^y, **^® "•^'^ 
cntion of his said office, take an oath or affirmation before 
some judge of the United States, faithfully and diligently 
to perform the duties thereof. And also shall become 
bound to the United States of America, with one or more 
sureties to the satisfaction of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
in the sum of six thousand dollars, with condition for the 
faithful and diligent performance of the several duties of 
his office. 

Sbo. 3. And be it further enacted^ That there shall be al- ^^^ oompenea. 
lowed and paid, to the said melter and refiner of the Mint 
as a compensation for his services, the yearly salary of fif- obsolete. 
teen hundred dollars. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted^ That the Director of the ^,2^1!^* ™*^ 
Mint be, and hereby is authorized, with the approbation of ^olntmeo?*^ 
the President of the United States, to employ such person 
as he may judge suitable to discharge the duties of the 
melter and refiner, until a melter and refiner shall be ap- i8oo.oh.84. 
pointed by the President, by and with the advice of the 
Senate. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted^ That the treasurer of the v'^^^jJi**"'^'**' 
Mint shall, and he is hereby directed, to retain two cents per taSi pan ofbtSL 
ounce from every deposit of silver bullion below the stand- Jjn aoposited, 
ard of the United States, which hereafter shall be made for 
the purpose of refining and coining ; and four cents per ounce 
from every deposit of gold bullion made as aforesaid, below 
the standard of the United States, unless the same shall be 
so far below the standaH as to require tho operation of the 
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test, in which case, the treaaarer shsJl retain six cents per 

ounce, which sum so retained shall be accounted for by the 

said treasurer with the Treasury of the United States as a 

compensation for melting and refining the same. 

Treasurer of Seo. 6. And be it further enacted^ That the treasurer of 

notbe^gwdtothe Mint shall not be obliged to receive from any person, 

reoeiire <^rtoin foy the purposc of rcfinfng and coining, any deposit of silver 

^T of imn- ^^m^jj^ i^iQ^ ^jjg standard of the United States, in a smaller 

quantity than two hundred ounces } nor a like deposit of 
gold bullion below the said standard, in a smaller quantity 
than twenty ounces. 
Officers of the Seo. 7. And he it further enacted^ That from and after the 
S^r*^*f"r*en*?i?to passing of this act, it shall and may be lawftil for the offi- 
Bniiion of thecers of the Mint to give a preference to silver or gold bull- 
uStod sutes ion, deposited for coinage, which shall be of the standard 
of the United States, so far as respects the coining of the 
same, although bullion below the standard, and not yet re- 
fined, may have been deposited for coinage, previous thereto, 
1792, oh. 10, any law to the contrary notwithstanding : Pr(mded, That 
•^^^ nothing herein shall justify the oflScers of the Mint, or any 

one of them, in unnecessarily delaying the refining any silver 

or gold bullion below the standard, that may be deposited, 

as aforesaid. 

Preddent may Seo. S. And be it further enacted^ That the President of 

wefgWofoop^?the United States be, and he is hereby authorized, when- 

coin- ever he shall think it for the benefit of the United States, 

to reduce the weight of the copper coin of the United States: 
Providedj Such reduction shall not, in the whole, exceed two 
pennyweights in each cent, and in the like proportion in a 
half cent; of which he shall give notice by proclamation, 
and communicate the same to the then next session of Con- 
gress. 
Modeofdistri Seo. 9. And be it further enoctedj That it shall be the duty 
Sd hVoeX*' of the Treasurer of the United States, from time to time, as 

often as he shall receive copper cents and half cents from 
the treasurer of the Mint, to send them to the bank or branch 
banks of the United States, in each of the States where such 
bank is established ; and where there is no bank established, 
then to the collector of the principal town in such State (in 
the proportion of the number of inhabitants of such State) 
to be by such bank or collector, paid out to the citizens of 
the State for cash, in sums not less than ten dollars value; 
and tbat tbe same be done at the risk and expense of the 
United States, under such regulations as shall be prescribed 
by the Department of the Treasury. 

Approved, March 3, 1795. 



statute n. Chap. XI. — An act supplementary to the act intituled ^*An act regu(attng 
Feb. 1, 17M. foreign ooine, and for other purposes.*^ 



[Obsolete.] Be it enacted by the Senate a/nd House of Representatives of 

Act of Feb. 9, the United States of America in Congress assembled^ That the 

"Act*^o*f^Feb. 9, sccoud scctiouof an act, intituled "An act regulating forei^ 

1798, enapenaed.' coins, and for Other purposes," be, and the same is hereby 

suspended, for and during the space of three years from and 

after the first day of January, one thousand seven hundred 
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and ninetj'-eight, and nntU the end of the next session of 
Congress thereafter, dnring which time the said gold and 
silver coins shall be and continne a legal tender, as is pro- 
vided in and by the first section of the act aforesaid ; and 
that the same coins shall thereafter cease to be snch tender. 

Approved, Febmary 1, 1798. 



Chap. XXXIV. — An act respecting the Mint, " Statute 1. 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Bep- Apr. 24, isoo. 
resentatives of the Dnited States of America in Congress assent- Appropriation 
hled^ That a sum eqaal to the amount of the cents and half for the purchaM 
cents, which shall have been coined at the Mint, and deliv- ® Ac?^Y'May 8 
ered to the Treasurer of the United States, subsequent to 1*^^2,011. 39. 
the third day of March, in the year one thousand seven hun- 
dred and ninety-nine, shall be, and the same is hereby ap- 
propriated for the purchase of copper for the ftirther coin 
age of cents and half cents ; and that a sum equal to the 
amount of cents and half cents, which shall be hereafter 
coined at the Mint, and delivered to the Treasurer of the 
TJnited States in any one year, shall be, and the same is 
hereby appropriated for the annual purchase of copper for 
the coinage of cents and half cents, which sums shall be 
payable out of any monies in the Treasury not otherwise ap- 
propriated. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted^ That there shall be re- Partof bnuion 
taiued from every deposit in the Mint, of gold or silver bull- rl^la^fo^^thS 
ion below the standard of the United States, such sum as expense of re- 
shall be equivalent to the expense incurred in refining the ^^^ 
same, and an accurate account of such expense on every 
such deposit shall be kept, and of the sums retained on ac- 
count of the same, which shall be accounted for by the 
treasurer of the Mint, with the Treasury of the United 
States. 

Approved, April 24, 1800. 



Chap. XXI. — An act concerning the Mint. Statute IL 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of Mar.8,i8oi. 
the United States of America in Congress assembledj That the t^ remain at 
Mint shall remain in the city of Philadelphia, until the Pbiiadoiphia. 
fourth day of March, in the year one thousand eight hun- is^fchlse. '' 

dred and three. imXhit^^' ^' 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted^ That during the con- Act of bee. 2, 
tinuance of the Mint at the city of Philadelphia, the duties ^^]^jt of^an. 14, 
now enjoined on the Chief Justice of the United States, the i8i8,ch.4. 
Secretary and Comptroller of the Treasury, the Secretary ig^fci?4^*^'* ^* 
for the Department of State, and the Attorney General of ^^"*_/'***!5 
the United States, by the eighteenth section of the act, in-bV thrdSSot 
tituled "An act establishing a Mint, and regulating the J^^^ge^*^ «*JJ^: 
coins of the United States," passed the second day of April, vania and the" 
one thousand seven hundred and ninety-two, shall be per- J^"^®"®"^ ®^ 
formed by the district judge of Pennsylvania, the attorney 
for the United States in the district of Pennsylvania, and 
the commissioner of loans for the State of Pennsylvania. 

Approved, March 3, 1801. 




1812, Ob. S. 
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Statute n. Chap. XXXVL— ^n tici to prolong the oontinuanee of ths Mi%t at Phila- 
Mm. 3, 1808. delpliia, 

[Obsolete.] ^^ *^ euocted by the Senate and Rome of Representatives of 
Act of Apr. 1, **^ United States of America in Congress a>ssembled, That the 
isys^oh. 41^ ' ^W5t intituled "An act concerning the Mint," approved March 
3d, 1801, is hereby continued in force and operation for the 
term of five years after the fourth day of March next. 

Approved, March 3, 1803. 

No issue of silver doUars wa^^ made from the mint from 1805 to 1836, 
the coinage having been suspended by direction of President Jetfer- 
Bon, owing to the fact that, their bullion value being greater than 
their face value, they were purchased for export. The order of a as- 
pen sion is contained in the following letter, under date of May 1, 
18(K), addressed to the Director of the Mint at Philadelphia, by James 
Madison, Secretary of State : 

Dbpabtmbnt of State, May 1, 1806. 

Sir : In consequence of a representation from the director of tlie 
Bank of the United States that considerable purchases have been 
made of dollars coined at the mint for the purpose of exporting them, 
and as it is probable further purchases and exportations will be made 
the President directs that all the silver to be coined at the mint shall 
be of small denominations, so that the value of the largest pieces shall 
not exceed half a doUar. 

I am, etc.. Jambs Madison. 

Robert Patterson, Esq., 

Director of the Mint, 



Statntel. Chap. XXII. — An act regulating the currency of foreign coins in the 
Apr. 10, 1806. United States, 

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representatives of 
Foreign gold the United States of America in Congress assembled j That from 
t» u*cu??eSt^?5 ^^^ after the passage of this act, foreign gold and silver 
thernitoii Stales coius shall pass currcnt as money within the United States, 
rates* ^"^^^^ ^^^ ^® ^ legal tender for the payment of all debts and de- 
mands, at the several and respective rates following, and 
not otherwise, viz: 
Coins and rates. The gold coins of Great Britain and Portugal, of their 
present standard, at the rate of one hundred cents, for every 
twenty-seven grains of the actual weight thereof; the gold 
coins of France, tSpain, and the dominions of Spain, of their 
present standard, at the rate of one hundred cents, for every 
twenty-seven grains and two-fifths of a grain, of the actual 
weight thereof. Spanish milled dollars, at the rate of one 
hundred cents for each, the actual weight whereof shall not 
be less than seventeen pennyweights and seven grains, and 
in proportion for the parts of a dollar. Crowns of France 
at the rate of one hundred and ten cents, for each crown, 
the actual weight whereof shall not be less than eighteen 
pennyweights and seventeen grains, and in proportion for 
SeCTetary jf the parts of a crown. And it shall be the duty of the Sec- 
cause ^a^a:^ of retary of the Treasury, to cause assays of the foreign gold 
&o ^tobf^hftdat^"^ silver coins made current by this act, to be had at the 
theMint,&c.,andMint of the United States, at least once in every year, and 
the°i^uUtoCo2* *^ ™^^^ report of the result thereof to Congress, for the 
gress. purpose of enabling them to make such alterations in this 

act, as may become requisite, from the real standard value 
of such foreign coins. And it shall be the duty of the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, to cause assays of the foreign gold 
and silver coins of the description made current by this act, 
which shall issue subsequently to the passage of this act, 
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and shall circulate in the United States, at the Mint afore- • 

said, at least once in every year, and to make report of the 
result thereof to Congress, for the purpose of enabling Con- 
gress to make such coins onrrent, if they shall deem the 
same to be proper, at their real standard value. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted^ That the first section o^ mw-^eeotion 'Si 
the act, intituled "An act regulating foreign coins, and for p^oS!^ ^^^ ^ 
other purposes," passed the ninth day of February, one 
thousand seven hundred and ninety-three, be, and the 
same is hereby repealed. And the operation of the second xv^tr**^®** ^^^ 
section of the same act shall be, and is hereby suspended euSponlei**' **" 
for, and during the space of, three years from the passage 
of this act. 

Approved, April 10, 1806. 



Chap. XLIX. — An act for the punishment of counterfeiting the current Ststate I. 
Goin of the United States ; and for other purposes, Apr. 21, 1806. 



Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of Penalties for 
the United States of America in Congress assembled^ That if I^d*^n?teriS| 
any person shall falsely make, forge or counterfeit, or cause ^^7^\ *>*' **»• 
or procure to be falsely made, forged, or counterfeited, ovTf^f^'^^Z 
willingly aid or assist, in falsely making, tbrging or counter- ^^^^^^ ®^' 
feiting, any gold or silver coins, which have been or which ™° ^^' 
hereafter shall be coined at the Mint of the United States, 
or who shall falsely make, forge, or counterfeit, or cause, or 
procure to be falsely made, forged, or counterfeited, or will- 
ingly aid or assist in falsely making, forging, or counter- 
feiting any foreign gold or silver coins, which, by law now 
are or hereafter shall be made current, or be in actual use 
and circulation as money within the United States; or who 
shall utter, as true, any false, forged, or counterfeited coins 
of gold or silver, as aforesaid, for the payment of money, 
with intention to defraud any person or persons, knowing 
the same to be falsely made, forged or counterfeited; any 
such person, so offending, shall be deemed and adjudged 
guilty of felony, and being thereof convicted according to 
the due course of law, shall be sentenced to imprisonment, 
and kept at hard labor for a period not less than three years, 
nor more than ten years ; or shall be imprisoned not exceed- 
ing five years, and fined not exceeding five thousand dollars. 

Seo. 2. And be it further ena^ted^ That if any person shall ♦j^^®"*^^®^ °^^}j 
import or bring from any foreign place into the United States, im^rt^into'* the 
any false, forged, or counterfeit gold or silver coins, which^jyJ^iae^Aoun* 
are by law made current, or are in t:i:tual use and circula- terfeitcoinstobe 
tion, as money within the United Stated, with the intent to S^^ ^"***^ 
utter, or make payment with the same, knowing the same to 
be falsely made, forged, or counterfeited 5 or who shall utter, 
as true, any such false, forged, or counterfeited coins of gold 
or silver, as aforesaid, for the payment of money, with in- 
tention to defraud any person or persons knowing the same 
to be falsely made, forged, or counterfeited, the person so 
offending shall be deemed guilty of felony, and being thereof 
convicted according to the due course of law, shall be sen- 
tenced to imprisonment and kept at hard labour for a period 
not less than two years, nor more than eight years; or shall 
be imprisoned not exceeding two years, and fined not exceed- 
ing four thousand dollars^ 

OOIN 2 
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inTa?^^ falsi' ^^^' ^' ^**^ ^^ U further enacted J That if any person shall 

f^?g7 &fc., *tb6 fraudnlently and for gain's sake, by any art, way, or means 

iT^iffted^states!^^^^^®^®^' impair, diminish, falsify, scale, or lighten tlie 

or tbose of for- gold or silvcr coius, which have been, or which shall here- 

?ni°rcnutTi^ after be coined at the Mint of the United States; or any for- 

here. eign gold or silver coins, which are by law made current, or 

are in actual use and circulation as money within the United. 

States, every person so offending shall be deemed guilty of 

a high misdemeanor, and shall be imprisoned not exceeding' 

two years, and fined not exceeding two thousand dollars. 

jarisdiction of Seo. 4. And he it further enacted^ That nothing in this 

statis^not to^be ^ct Contained, shall be construed to deprive the courts of tlie 

atfected by this individual Statcs of jurisdiction, under the laws of the sev- 

■***• eral States, over offences made punishable by this act. 

Approved, April 21, 1806. 

statute I. Chap. XLI. — An act further to prolong the oontiniuinoe of the Mint at 
Apr. 1. 1808. Philadelphia. 

— PE^ iredi — ^^ *^ enocted by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
Min^^^'oontin the United States of America in Congress assembled^ That the 
phia*°f or ^Ifi \ o ^"^^j intituled "An act concerning the Mint," approved March 
years after 4th the third, ouc thousaud eight hundred and one, is hereby 
i8i2,^ch^2. revived and continued in force and operation for the further 
term of five years after the fourth day of March, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and eight. 

Approved, April 1, 1808. 

Statnte n. Ghap. U. — An act further to prolong the eontinuanoe of ike Mint at PhiU^- 
Deo. 2, 1812. delphia. 



[Obsoieto.j Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
Ti^ Mint con the United States of America in Congress assembled^ That the 
deiphia"* mntfi act, entitled "An act concerning the Mint,'' approved March 
■^Act^ o/^Mar ^^® third, ouc thousaud eight hundred and one, is hereby 
B, 1801, oh. 21, re- rcvivcd and continued in force and operation, for the further 
▼ived. t&i^m of five years, after the fourth day of March, one thou- 

sand eight hundred and thirteen. 
Approved, December 2, 1812. 

statute I. Ghap. CXXXIX. — An act regulating the currency witM/n the United Statee, 
Apr. 29, 1816. qj^ ^^g g^j^ ooins of Great BHtain, France, Portugal, and Spain, and the 

crowns of France, and five-franc pieces. 

Act of Mar. Bc it cnactcd by the Senate a/nd House of Representatives of 
B, 1819, eh. 97. f.j^ United States ofAmericain Congress assembled^ Thatfrom 

the passage of this act and for three years thereafter, and 

no longer, the following gold and silver coins shall pass 

current as money within the United States, and be a legal 

tender for the payment of all debts and demands, at the 

several and respective rates following, and not otherwise, 

Beguiatione as videlicct: the gold coins of Great Britain and Portugal, of 

to the currency, ^j^^jj. p^.^seut Standard, at the rate of one hundred cents for 

every seventy* -seven grain s, or eighty -eight cents and eigh t 

ninths per pennyweight; the gold coins.of France, of their 

present standard, at the rate of one hundred cents for every 

twenty-seven and a half grains, or eighty-seven and a quar- 

Aot of Mar. 8, tcr ccuts per pennyweight: the gold coins of Spain, at the 

^i823?o^5o. ^^^ ^^ ^^® hundred cents for every twenty -eight and a half 

grains, or eighty -four cents per pennyweight; the crowns 

of France, at the rate of one hundred and seventeen cents 

* Original bill on file, H. R., reads twenty. Engrossed bill, signed by the President, reads seventy. 
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and six-tenths per onnce, or one hundred and ten cents for 
each crown weighing eighteen pennyweights and seventeen 
grains ; the five-franc pieces at the rate of one hundred and 
sixteen cents per ounce, or ninety-three cents and three 
mills for each five-franc piece, weighing sixteen penny- 
weights and two grains. 

Sec. 2. And he it further enacted. That it shall be the duty AseayBofgoid 

ftnil AJlvAiT CUP 

of the Secretary of the Treasury to cause assays of the fore- renoy tobemade. 
going gold and silver coins, made current by this act, to be 
had at the Mint of the United States, at least once in every 
year : and to make report of the result thereof to Congress. 

Approved, April 29, 1816. 

Chap. IV. — An act furthm' to prolong the oontinuanoe of the Mint at FhiUh Statute I. 

delphia, Jan. u, 1818. 



Be it enacted by the Senate and Souse of Representatives of Act to continue 
the United States of America in Congress assembled^ That the SeifSSj oontSi 
act entitled "An act concerning the Mint," approved March uedforflveyeare. 
the third, one thousand eight hundred and one, is hereby 
revived, and continued in force and operation for the further 
term of five years from the fourth day of March next. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That during the con tin- The collector 
nance of the Mint at the city of Philadelphia, the duties pLfo^ tS^d^ 
which were enjoined on the commissioner of loans for the Ii®» enjoined on 

c*A , jf T% -I • ■!_ j-i- J J.* jf j-t J. tne oommisslon* 

State of Pennsylvania, by the second section of the act, en- erof loans, 
titled "An act concerning the Mint,'' passed on the third Act of Mar. 8, 
day of March, one thousand eight hundred and one, shall ^®^^' ^ ^ ^^" 
be performed by the collector of the port of Philadelphia 
for the time being. 

Approved, January 14, 1818. 

Chap. XCVU. — An act to continue in force an act regulating the currency, statute n. 
within the United States, of the gold coins of Great Britain, tVance, 
Portugal, and Spain, and the crowns of France, and five franc pieces »^ Mar. 3, 1819. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of Act of Mar. s, 
the United States of America, in Congress assembled. That the ^Q^fd'^ins of 
gold coins of Great Britain and Portugal, of their present &»»* ^^It^^ 
standard, shall be a legal tender in the payment of all debts,*" ^ ^ ' 
at the rate of one hundred cents for every twenty-seven 
grains, or eighty-eight cents and eight-ninths per penny- 
weight. The gold coins of France, of their present stand- of France. 
ard, at the rate of one hundred cents for every twenty-seven 
and a half grains, or eighty-seven and a quarter cents per 
pennyweight: The gold coins of Spain at the rate of one Of Spain, 
hundred cents for every twenty-eight and a half grains, or 
eighty-four cents per pennyweight: until the first day of ^ P°J®"* Jsio^ 
November next : And that, from and after that day, foreign then to*^oeaee. 
gold coins shall cease to be a tender within the United 
States, for the payment of debts or demands. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That so much of the somuchof tne 
act, entitled "An act regulating the currency, within the Jgie^^L^Sites^to 
United States, of the gold coins of Great Britain, France, foreign silver 
Portugal, and Spain," passed on the twenty-ninth day ofS^^f'^th Ip?.! 
April, eighteen hundred and sixteen, as relates to ^^reignissi^.^^^^ ^ ^ 
silver coins, shall be, and the same is hereby, continued iuigieJ'oh.isS'* ' 
force two years from and after the twenty-ninth day of 
April next, and no longer. 

Approved, March 3, 1819. 
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Statute H. Ghap. LIU.— -^n act to oanHnue in force an aet, entitled ''An aeiregulat- 
Har. 3, 1821. ing ike owrrency, within the United States, of the gold coins of Great Brit- 

aifi, Francey Portugal^ and Spain," passed on the twenty-ninth day of 



Wie^olu iS!* ^' Ap\'il, one thousand eight hundred and sixteen, eo far ms the same relates 
Act of Mar. 8, to the crowns and five franc pieces of France. 

t\x% act of Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of 

th^di^^M^fav^^ United States of America in Congress assembled^ That so 

as relates tothemuch of the oct, entitled "An act regulating the currency 

fSrVt^ of within the United States, of the gold coins of Great Britain, 

rrjnce, oontin. j^^-ance, Portugal, and Spain,'' passed on the twenty-ninth 

owe. ^^y ^^ April, eighteen hundred and sixteen, as relates to 

the crowns and five franc pieces of France, shall be, and the 

same hereby is, continued in force for the further term of two 

years, from and after the twenty-ninth day of April next. 

Approved, March 3, 1821. 



8tatat« n. Chap. XLIII. — An act further to prolong the eonHnnanee of the Mint at 
Mar. 3, 1828. Philadelphia. 



[Expired.] Be it cnactcd by the Senate and Rouse of Representatives 
8 "^801** oh^*i' ^/^^ United States of America^ in Congress assembled^ That 
c^ncoraing the the act, entitled "An act concerning the Mint,'' approved 
flvJyeariiJ*^*^'^^^®^ *^® third, ouc thousaud eight hundred and one, is 
hereby revived and continued in force and operation for the 
further term of five years, from the fourth day of March next. 
Dni^ of com. Sbc. 2. And be it further ena^tedj That, during the con- 
iolSrto*be er* ^1^^^^^® ^^ ^^® Mint at the city of I^hiladelphia, the duties 
forafed by Fh^e wMch wcro enjoincd on the commissioner of loans for the 
SdafphS."^ ^^^' state of Pennsylvania, by the second section of the act, 
entitled "An act concerning the Mint," passed on the third 
day of March, one thousand eight hundred and one, shall 
be performed by the collector of the port of Philadelphia 
for the time being. 
Kronseofma. Seo. 3. And be it further enacted. That when any silver, 
fS?ng ^?othOT^^^^S^t *^ *^® Mint for coinage, shall require refining, 
deductions, to be the cxpcnsc of the materials used in the process shall be 
de^^^sit'^Md *a*c® deducted from the amount of the deposit; and that, when 
^^ted for to silver so deposited, shall be of a quality superior to that of 
United^tatea. * the legal Standard of the silver coins of the United States, 
a deduction shall be made from the amount, equal to the 
expense of the copper necessary to reduce it to the said 
standard; and that all such deductions be regularly ac- 
counted for by the treasurer of the Mint to the Treasury 
of the United States. 

Approved, March 3, 1823. 



statute n. Chap. L. — An act to continue in force an act, entitled ''An act regulating 
Mar. 3, 1823. the currency within the United States of the gold coine of Crreat Britain, 

— — — — France, Portugal, and Spain, and the crowns of France and five franc 
[Bxpired.] pieces," passed on the twenty-ninth day of April, one thousand eight hun- 

Wie'chfisi^'' ^ ^ sixteen, so far as the same relates to the crowns of France and 

A;tofM;ir.8, fi^^fr<^nc pieces. 

1823. ch. 53. ^g ^f enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of 

7»tim^Teg^At-the United States of America^ in Congress a^sembledj That 
b^'^io^omf 'for ^ ^luch of the act, entitled "An act regulating the cur- 
four yearafasre^rency within the United States of the gold coins of Great 
Sro™^^d"^£^^^**^^j France, Portugal, and Spain, and the crowns of 
tencpieoea. France and five franc pieces," passed on the twenty-ninth 
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day of April, one thousand eight hundred and sixteen, as 
relates to the crowns of France and five franc pieces, shall 
be, and the same hereby is, continued in force, for the further 
term of four years, from and after the fourth day of March 
next. 

Approved, March 3, 1823. 



Cbap. LIII. — An act making the gold coins of Great Britain^ Franee^ Statute II. 
JPortugalf and Spain, receivable in payments on account of public lands. Mar. 3, 1823. 



^e it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of a^ of Mar. 
the United States of America^ in Congress a^sembledy That, ' '® ^ • 
from and after the passage of this act, the following gold^r^^at BrifaiS; 
coins shall be received in all payments on account of public anJ^s^a^if tS"be 
lands, at the several and respective rates following, and not receiVed Si pay^ 
otherwise, viz: the gold coins of Great Britain and Por- ^/g^***^**^* 
tugal, of their present standard, at the rate of one hundred 
cents for every twenty-seven grains, or eighty-eight cents 
and eight-ninths per pennyweight ; the gold coins of France, 
of their present standard, at the rate of one hundred cents 
for every twenty-seven and a half grains, or eighty-seven 
and a quarter cents per pennyweight: and the gold coins 
of Spain of their present standard, at the rate of one hun- 
dred cents for every twenty-eight and a half grains, or 
eighty-four cents per pennyweight. 

Seo. 2. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the secretary of 
duty of the Secretary of the Treasury to cause assays of ^afise'^S^^ tS 
the foregoing coins to be made at the Mint of the United be made anna- 
States, at least once in every year; and to make report of ^^^ ** *^** "^*- 
the result thereof to Congress. 

Approved, March 3, 1823. 



Chap. LXVII. — An act to oontintie the Mint at the City of Philadelphia^ statute I. 

and for other purposes, -^^ 19 18^^^ 

Be it enacted by the Senate and Mouse of Representatives of Act of MarTSi 
ths United States of America in Congress assembled, Thati8<^i.«*^2i. 
the act, entitled "An act concerning the Mint," approved 
March the third, one thousand eight hundred and one, be, 
and the same hereby is, revived and continued in force and 
operation, until otherwise provided by law. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enax^ed. That, for the purpose of For purpose of 
securing a due conformity in weight of the coins of theJ®^fJ!^^it^ thl 
United States, to the provisions of the ninth section of the fcrasstrov weight 
act, passed the second of April, one thousand seven hun- Th a"? b? t h e 
dred and ninety- two, entitled 'An act establishing a Mint, ''^J^f^^*^ *'**y 
and regulating the coins of the United States," the brass ^*i792,'oii.ia. 
troy pound weight procured by the minister of the United 
States at London, in the year one thousand eight hundred 
and twenty-seven, for the use of the Mint, and now in the 
custody of the Director thereof, shall be the standard troy 
pound of the Mint of the United States, conformably to 
which the coinage thereof shall be regulated. 

Seo.3. And be it further enacted, ThB,t it %hM.\y^\ih^^Vit^ a series of 
of the Director of the Mint to procure, and safely to keep aap®^jfJ*„g®tVtb6 
series of standard weights, corresponding to the aforesaid a-f or es^i^d troy 
troy pound, consisting of an one pound weight, and thCtoSprwrnild. ' 
requisite subdivisions and multiples thereof, from the hun- 
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dredth part of a grain to twenty -five pounds; and that the 
troy weights ordinarily employed in the transactions of the 
Mint, shall be regulated according to the above standards, 
at least once in every year, under his inspection; and their 
accuracy tested annually in the presence of the assay com- 
missioners, on the day of the annual assay. 
When silver Sbc. 4. Afid be it further enacted. That, when silver bnll- 
to^^TOqilh^'^^the ion, brought to the Mint for coinage, is found to require 
operation of the the Operation of the test, the expense of the materials em- 
**■*• ployed in the process, together with a reasonable allowance 

for the wastage necessarily arising therefrom, to be deter- 
mined by the melter and refiner of the Mint, with the appro- 
bation of the Director, shall be retained from such deposit, 
and accounted for by the treasurer of the Mint to the Treas- 
ury of the United States. 

f 5Sd to cImtldS ^^^* ^' ^^^ ^^ *^ further enacted, That, when silver bull- 

a**^roportiOTi oHOU, brought to the Mint for coinage, shall be found to con- 

gow- tain a proportion of gold, the separation thereof shall be 

effected at the expense of the party interested therein: 

ProviBo. Provided, nevertheless, That, when the proportion of gold is 

such that it cannot be separated advantageously, it shall 

be lawful, with the consent of the owner, or, in his absence, 

at the- discretion of the Director, to coin the same as an 

ordinary deposit of silver. 

pirectorofthe Sec. 6. And bc it further cnactcd, That the Director of 

piiy^ tS*^re<^* the Mint may employ the requisite number of clerks, at a 

»|te nani^r of compcnsatiou not exceeding in the whole the sum of seven- 

^ ' teen hundred dollars^ and such number of workmen and 

assistants as the busmess of the Mint shall, from time to 

time, require. 

x>irectorofthe Seo. 7. And be it further cuo^cted. That it shall be lawfcQ 

md *ca^se"to*bS ^^^ ^hc Dircctor of the Mint to receive, and cause to be 

assayed' biiiiion assaycd, bulliou uot intended for coinage, and to cause cer- 

S?faii!^r&^ ^^''tificates to be given of the fineness thereof by such officer 

as he shall designate for that purpose, at such rates of 

Act of Jan. Charge, to be paid by the owner of said bullion, and under 

iSo. u^.^' ^^' ^'such regulations, as the said Director may, from time to 

time, establish. 

Approved, May 19, 1828. 



statute I. Chap. LXXI. — An act regulating the value of certain foreign Hlver coku 

within the United States. 

— — — *- — — Be it enacted by the Senate and Rouse of Representatives of 
vmX^l^^^'^^^ United States of America^ in Congress assembled. That 
Certain silver from and after the passage of this act, the following silver 
com pass y ^^jj^g gi^aU jj© of the legal value, and shall pass current as 
money within the United States, by tale, for the payment 
of all debts and demands, at the rate of one hundred cents 
the dollar, that is to say, the dollars of Mexico. Peru, Chili, 
and Central America, of not less weight than lour hundred 
and fifteen grains each, and those re-stamped in Brazil of 
the like weight, of not less fineness than ten ounces fifteen 
pennyweights of pure silver, in the troy pound of twelve 
ounces of standard silver: and the five franc pieces of France, 
when of not less fineness than ten ounces and sixteen pen- 
nyweights in twelve ounces troy weight of standard silver. 
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and weighing not less than three hundred and eighty-four 
grains each at the rate of ninety- three cents each. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enaeted. That it shall be [the] J^^^t^^*^ 
duty of the Secretary of the Treasury to cause assays of artheMintonoS 
the aforesaid silver coins, made current by this act, to be"**^"yy«"- 
had at the Mint of the United States at least once in every 
year, and to make report of the result thereof to Congress. 

Approved, June 26, 1834. 



Chap. XC V. — An act concerning the gold coins of the United States, and statata L 

far other purpoaea. j^^ 28, I83i. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of standard and 

the United States of America, in Congress assembled^ That the weight of coim. 

gold coins of the United States shall contain the following 

quantities of metal, that is to say: each eagle shall contain 

two hundred and thirty-two grains of pure gold, and two 

hundred and fifty-eight grains of standard gold; each half 

eagle one hundred and sixteen grains of pure gold, and one 

hundred and twenty-nine grains of standard gold; eacl 

quarter eagle shall contain fifty-eight grains of pure gold, 

and sixty-four and a half grains of standard gold; every 

such eagle shall be of the value of ten dollars; every such 

half eagle shall be of the value of five dollars; and every 

such quarter eagle shall be of the value of two dollars and 

fifty cents ; and the said gold coins shall be receivable in all 

paymentB, when of fiill weight, according to their respective 

values; a*nd when of less than full weight, at less values, 

proportioned to their respective actual weights. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted. That all standard gold de^oaued^fw 
or silver deposited for coinage after the thirty-first of July coinage to be 
next, shall be paid for in coin under the direction of the g^J^e^daya/^*^" 
Secretary of the Treasury, within five days from the making 
of such deposit, deducting from the amount of said deposit 
of gold and silver one-half of one per centum : Provided, Proviso. 
That no deduction shall be made unless said advance be 
required by such depositor within forty days. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That all gold coins of J^*®.»*^*^ 
the United States, minted anterior to the thirty-first day of receivable. 
July next, shall be receivable in all payments at the rate 
of ninety-four and eight- tenths of a cent per pennyweight. 

Seo. 4. And be it further enacted. That the better to secure ^^l^ ^ ^Jj 
a conformity of the said gold coins to their respective stand- assay. 
ards as aforesaid, from every separate mass of standard gold 
which shall be made into coins at the said Mint, there shall 
be taken, set apart by the Treasurer and reserved in his 
custody, a certain number of pieces, not less than three, 
and that once in every year the pieces so set apart and re- 
served shall be assayed under the inspection of the ofl&cers, 
and at the time, and in the manner now provided by law, 
and, if it shall be found that the gold so assayed, shall not 
be inferior to the said standard hereinbefore declared, more 
than one part in three hundred and eighty-four in fineness, 
and one part in five hundred in weight, the offtcer or ofl&cers 
of the said Mint whom it may concern, shall be held excusa- 
We; b^ut if any greater inferiority shall appear, it shall be 
certififed to the President of the United States, and if he 
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shall SO decide, the said officer or officers shall be thereafter 

ProTiM. disqualified to hold their respective offices: Provided, That 

if, in makiug any delivery of coin at the Mint in payment 

of a deposit, the weight thereof shall be found defective, 

the officer concerned shall be responsible to the owner for 

the full weight, if claimed at the time of delivery. 

Act to be in Seo. 5. And be it further enacted, That this act shall be 

sirm^' "^"^yin force from and after the thirty-first day of July, in the 

year one thousand eight hundred and thirty-four. 

Approved, June 28, 1834. 



statute I. Chap. XCVI.— r^n act regulating the value of certain foreign gold coins 
June 28 1834. within the United States, 



Actof June25, -B^ *^ cnacted by the Senate and House of Represejitatives of 
^^te^'aVwhi h ^^ United States of America, in Congress assembled. That, 
eoid coins^shaufrom and after the thirty-first day of July next, the follow- 
aft e^/jJuy^ait^^S gold coins shall pass as current as money within the 
1834. ' CTnited States, and be receivable in all payments, by weight, 

Britefn/^^^* ^or t^® payment of all debts and demands, at the rates fol- 
gri, and Brazil, lowiug, that is to Say: the gold coins of Great Britain, 
ranee. Portugal, and Brazil, of not less than twenty-two carats 

fine, attherateof ninety -four cents and eight-tenths of a cent 
per pennyweight; the gold coins of France nine- tenths fine, 
at the rate of ninety-three cents and one-tenth' of a cent per 
^ain, Mexico pennyweight; and the gold coins of Spain, Mexico, and Co- 
and Colombia, fombia, of the fiucncss of twenty carats three grains and 

seven-sixteenths of a grain, at the rate of eighty-nine cents 
and nine-tenths of a cent per penny weight- 
Annual assays Seo. 2. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty 
. ^ «„ « of the.Secretary of the Treasury to cause assays of the afore- 
said gold coins, made current by this act, to be had at the 
Mint of the United States, at least once in every year, and 
to make a report of the result thereof to Congress. 

Approved, June 28, 1834. 



&o be made. 



Statute n. Chap. XXXIX. — An act to establish branches of the Mint of the United 
Mar. 3, 1835. States. 



Branches of the ^^ *^ enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of 

^hldlt^^^^^^' ^^^ Crni*(?(i States of America, in Congress assembled, That 

branches of the Mint of the United States shall be estab- 

New Orleans; llshcd as follows : ouc branch at the city of New Orleans 

for the coinage of gold and silver; one branch at the town 

Charlotte; of Charlotte, in Meckliuburg County, in the State of North 

Carolina, for the coinage of gold only; and one branch at 

Dahiohnega. or near Dahlohnega, in Lumpkin County, in the State of 
Appropriation Georgia, also for the coinage of gold only. And for the 

sites, &c^.^*^^^^°^ purpose of purchasing sites, erecting suitable buildings, and 

completing the necessary combinations of machinery for 
the several branches aforesaid, the following sums, to be 
paid out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise ap- 
pr'^;)riated, shall be, and hereby are, appropriated : for the 
branch atNewX)rleans, the sum of two hundred thousand 
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dollars ; for the branch at Charlotte, fifty thousand dollars ; 
for the branch at Dahlohnega, fifty thousand dollars. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted^ That, so soon as the ^^^^ ^J^ 
necessary buildings are erected for the purpose of well con- SebuUdings are 
ducting the business of each of the said branches, the fol- erected. 
lowing offtcers shall be appointed upon the nomination of 
the President, and with the advice and consent of the Sen- 
ate: one superintendent, one treasurer, one assayer, one 
chief coiner, one melter, and one refiner. And the super- 
intendent of each mint shall engage and employ as many 
clerks and as many subordinate workmen and servants as 
shall be provided for by law ; and the salaries of the said 
officers and clerks shall be as follows : 

For the branch at IS^ew Orleans, to the superintendent, Salaries. 
the sum of two thousand five hundred dollars ; to the treas- 
urer, the sum of two thousand dollars ; to the chief coiner, 
the sum of two thousand dollars 5 to the assayer, melter, 
and refiner, the sum of two thousand dollars each ; to two 
clerks, the sum of twelve hundred dollars each ; to the sub- 
ordinat'C workmen, and servants, not exceeding twenty in 
number, such wages and allowances as are customary and 
reasonable, according to their respective stations and oc- 
cux)ations. For the branches at Charlotte and Dahlohnega, 
to the superintendents, each the sum of two thousand dol- 
lars, who shall respectively discharge the duty of treasurers; 
to the chief coiners, each the sum of one thousand five hun- 
dred dollars ; to the assayers, melters, and refiners, each 
the sum of one thousand five hundred dollars; to the clerks, 
not exceeding one at each branch, the sum of one thousand 
dollars ; and to the subordinate workmen and servants, not 
exceeding the number of five at each of the said branches, 
such wages and allowances shall be paid as are customary 
and reasonable, according to their respective stations and 
occupations. And for the purpose of paying the said sala- Appropriation 
ries, wages, allowances, and the incidental expenses of the***'"*™*^***- 
said branches of the Mint, for the year one thousand eight 
hundred and thirty-five, the following sums, to be paid out 
of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, 
be, and the same hereby are, appropriated : for the branch 
at New Orleans, the sum of thirty-five thousand dollars; 
for the branches at Charlotte and Dahlohnega, the sum of 
fifteen thousand dollars each. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted^ That the officers and ♦9**^/*^^™*' 
clerks to be appointed under this act, before entering upon ^^^^° ** ^"• 
the duties thereof, shall take an oath or affirmation before 
some judge of the United States, faithfully and diligently 
to perform the duties thereof ; and shall each become bound 
to the United States of America, with one or more sureties, 
to the satisfaction of the Director of the Mint and the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, with condition for the faithful and 
diligent performance of the duties of their offices. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the general direc- .Genor:.i direc. 
tion of the business of the said branches of the Mint of the ^^"J^uuVTr^'the 
United States shall be under the control and regulation of ^^^^^^o^j^^jj^^^® 
the Director of the Mint at Pbil'^delphia, subject to the ap- ^mL. * 
probation of the Secretary of the Treasury ; and for that 
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purpose, it shall be the duty of the said Director to prescribe 
such regulations, and require such returns, periodically, and 
occasionally, as shall appear to him to be necessary for th<^ 
purpose of carrying into effect the intention of this act in 
establishing the said branches-; also, for the purpose of dis- 
criminating the coin which shall be stamped at each branch, 
and at the Mint itself; also, for the purpose of preserving 
uniformity of weight, form, and fineness in the coins stamped 
at each place ; and for that purpose, to require the trans- 
mission and delivery to him, at the Mint, from time to time, 
such parcels of the coinage of each branch as he shall think 
proper to be subjected to such assays and tests as he shall 
direct. 

h^n^ot^^H^i ^^^' ^' ^^^ *^ ** further enacted^ That all the laws, and 
extended to the parts of laws, made for the regulation of the Mint of the 
brancbea. United Statcs, and for the government of the officers and 

persons employed therein, and for the punishment of all 
offences connected with the Mint or coinage of the United 
States, sh»ll be, and the same are hereby, declared to be in 
full force, in relation to each of the branches of the Mint 
by this act established, so far as the same shall be applica- 
ble thereto. 

Approved, March 3, 1835. 



Statnte 11. Chap. III. — An act supplementary to the act entitled **An act establishing 
J 18 1837 ^ Mint^ and regulating ihe coins of the United States." 



Act of Apr. 2, Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representatives of 
^^Act*' o/Mar 3 ^'^^ United States of America in Congress assembled^ That the 
1836, ch. 37. ^^' ' officers of the Mint of the United States shall be a Director, 
i8^%h.^'!^'^' a treasurer, an assay er, a melter and refiner, a chief coiner 
Ak of Apr. 2, and an engraver, to be appointed by the President of the 
^^fficers!' United States, by and with the advice and consent of the 

Senate. 
Duties of- Sec. 2. And be it further enacted^ That the respective 

duties of the officers of the Mint shall be as follows : 
Director. First. The Director shall have the control and manage- 

ment of the Mint, the superintendence of the officers and 
persons employed therein, and the general regulation and 
supervision of the business of the several branches. And 
in the month of January of every year he shall make report 
to the President of the United States of the operations of 
the Mint and its branches for the year preceding. And also 
to the Secretary of the Treasury, from time to time, as said 
Secretary shall require, setting forth all the operations of 
the Mint subsequent to the last report made upon the sub- 
ject. 
Treasurer Sccond. The treasurer shall receive, and safely keep all 

moneys which shall be for the use and support of the Mint; 
shall keep all the current accounts of the Mint, and pay all 
moneys due by the Mint, on warrants from the Director, 
He shall receive all bullion brought to the Mint for coinage ; 
shall be the keeper of all bullion and coin in the Mint, ex- 
cept while the same is legally placed in the hands of other 
officers, and shall, on warrants from the Director, deliver all 
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coins stmck at the Mint to the persons to whom they shall 
be legally payable. And he shall keep regular and faith- 
ful accounts of all the transactions of the Mint, in bullion 
and coins, both with the officers of the Mint and the deposit- 
ors; and shall present, quarter-yearly, to the Treasury 
^Department of the United States, according to such forms 
as shall be prescribed by that Department, an accbunt of 
the receipts and disbursements of the Mint, for the-purpose 
of being adjusted and settled. 

Third. The assayer shall carefully assay all metals used Awayer. 
in coinage, whenever such assays are required in the opera- 
tions of the Mint ; and he shall also make assays of coins 
whenever instructed to do so by the Director. 

Fourth. The melter and refiner shall execute all the opera- Meiter and ie> 
tions which are necessary in order to form ingots of stand- ^°®^' 
ard silver or gold, suitable for the chief coiner, from the 
metals legally delivered to him for that purpose. 

Fifth. The chief coiner shall execute all the operations cwef coiner, 
which are necessary in order to form coins, conformable in 
all respects to the law, from the standard silver and gold 
ingots, and the copper planchets, legally delivered to him 
for this purpose. 

Sixth. The engraver shall prepare and engrave, with the Engrarep. 
legal devices and inscriptions, all the dies used in the coin- 
age of the Mint and its branches. 

Sec. 3. And he it further enacted, That the Director shall Appointment 
appoint, with the approbation of the President, assistants cier^kl!***^* 
to the assayer, melter and refiner, chief coiner, and engraver, 
and clerks for the Director and treasurer, whenever, on rep- 
resentation made by the Director to the President, it shall 
be the opinion of the President that such assistants or clerks 
are necessary. And it shall be the duty of the assistants Their duties. 
to aid their principals in the execution of their respective 
offices, and of the clerks to perform such duties as shall be 
prescribed for them by the Director. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted. That whenever any offl- vacancies in 
cer of the Mint shall be temporarily absent, on account of ^y Sbe^noe,' 
sickness, or any other sufficient cause, it shall be lawful for ^o^ *"«*. 
the Director, with the assent of said officer, to appoint some 
person attached to the Mint, to act in the place of such offi- 
cer during his absence, and that the Director shall employ Employment 
such workmen and servants in the Mint as he shall from sei^^te"*'' *°^ 
time [to time] find necessary. 

Sec. 5. Ana be it further enacted, That every officer, assist- o at h to be 
ant, and clerk of the Mint, shall, before he enters upon the**^*°' 
execution of his office, take an oath or affirmation before 
some judge of the United States, or judge of the superior 
court or any court of record of any State, faithfully and 
diligently to perform the duties thereof. 

Sec. 6. And be it further eno/cted, That the following offi- Bonde requir- 
cers of the Mint, before entering upon the execution of their ®^* 
respective offices, shall become bound to the United States, 
with one or more sureties, to the satisfaction of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, in the sums hereinafter mentioned, 
with condition for the faithful and diligent performance of 
the duties of their offices, viz: The treasurer in the sum 
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of ten thoasaud dollars; the assayer in the sam of five 
thousand dollars ; the melter and refiner in the sam of ten 
thousand dollars ; the chief coiner in the sum of ten thou 
sand dollars. And that similar bonds may also be requireii 
of the assistants and clerks, in such sums as the Director 
shall determine, with the approbation of the Secretary of 
the Treasury. 

sa^rieeof offl- Seo. 7. And be it further enaotedj That there shall be 
•SitiMts. allowed to the oflftcers of the Mint the following salaries per 

annum : To theDirecter, for his services, including traveling 
expeuses incurred in visiting the different branches, and all 
other charges whatever, three thousand five hundred dol- 
lars; to the treasurer, assayer, melter and refiner, chief 
coiner, and engraver, each, two thousand dollars ; to the 
assistants and clerks, such annual salaries shall be allowed 
as the Director may determine, with the approbation of the 

Proviso. President: Provided^ That an assistant shall not receive 
more than fifteen hundred dollars ; and that a clerk shall 

wageaofwork-not rcccive morc than twelve hundred dollars; to the 
men and serv-^^p^j^^j^ ,^j^^ scrvants Shall bc allowed such wages, to be 

determined by the Director, as may be customary and rea- 
sonable, according to their respective stations and occupa- 
tions ; and that the salaries provided for in this section shall 
be payable in quarterly instalments. 

ofd*°an*d'*ihreJ ^^^' ^' ^^^ ^^ it further enacted, That the standard for 
loins. ^'^ " ^* both gold and silver coins of the IJnited States shall here- 
after be such, that of one thousand parts by weight, nine 
hundred shall be of pure metal, and one hundred of alloy ; 
Alloys. and the alloy of the silveft* coins shall be of copper ; and the 

alloy of the gold coins shall be of copper and silver, pro- 
vided that the silver do not exceed one-half of the whole 
alloy. 
wei|zht of sii- Seo. 9. And be it further enacted^ That of the silver coins, 
ver coins. ^Yie dollar shall be of the weight of four hundred and twelve 

and one-half grains ; the half dollar of the weight of two 
hundred and six and one-fourth grains ; the quarter dollar 
of the weight of one hundred and three and one-eighth grains; 
the dime, or tenth part of a dollar, of the weight of forty-one 
and a quarter grains ; and the half dime or twentieth part 
of a dollar, of the weight of twenty grains, and five-eighths 
Dollars, &c.. of a grain. And that dollars, half dollars, and quarter dol- 
temVers^&i.®*** lars, dimcs, and half dimes, shall be legal tenders of pay- 
ment according to their nominal value, for any sums what- 
ever. 
Weight of gold Seo. 10. And be it further enaetedj That of the gold coins, 
^^BS'eies, &c.. the Weight of the eagle shall be two hundred and fifty-eight 
tender &S^^^*^ grains ; that of the half eagle one hundred and twenty-nine 
° *^' "■ grains ; and that of the quarter eagle sixty-four and one- 
half grains. And that for all sums whatever, the eagle 
shall be a legal tender of payment for ten dollars ; the half 
eagle for five dollars ; and the quarter eagle for two and a 
half dollars. 

he?etof o^r^*?s' ®^^' ^^' ^^^ ^^ ^* further enacted. That the silver coins 
sued, \nY%oid heretofore issued at the Mint of the IJnited States, and the 
81 it* jS^ i8wt ^^^^ ^^^°® issued since the thirty-first day of July, one 
shall continne to thousaud eight hundred and thirty-four, shall continue to be 
be legal tenders, i^gg^j tcudcrs of payment for their nominal values, on the 
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same terms as if they were of the coinage provided for by 
this act. 

Sec. 12. And be it further enacted^ That of the copper wei^btofoop. 
coins, the weight of the cent shall be one hundred andP®*"^^"®- 
sixty-eight grains, and the weight of the half-cent eighty- . 
four grains. And the cent shall be considered of thevalue Proportion a 
of one hundredth part of a dollar, and the half cent of the^^"^^'**^^^^' 
value of one two-hundredth part of a dollar. 

Sec. 13. And he it further enacted^ That upon the coins ne^oea and 
struck at the Mint there shall be the following devices and ^^^'^ so oo a. 
legends: upon one side of each of said coins there shall be 
an impression emblematic of liberty, with an inscription of 
the word Liberty, and the year of the coinage ; and upon 
the reverse of each of the gold and silver coins, there shall 
be the figure or representation of an e^^gle, with the inscrip- 
tion United States of America, and a designation of the 
value of the coin ; but on the reverse of the dime and half 
dime, cent and half cent, the figure of the eagle shall be 
omitted. 

Sec. 14. And he it further enucted^ That gold and silver Gold and silver 
bullion brought to the Mint for coinage, shall be received £? cofnagrSSii 
and coined, by the proper officers, for the beneiit of the J^Jj^gQ®®*^^^ "** 
depositor: Provided^ That it shall be lawful to refuse, at^^S^viao. 
the Mint, any deposite of less value than one hundred dol- 
lars, and any bullion so base as to be unsuitable for the 
operations of the Mint ; And provided also ^ That when gold Purther pro. 
and silver are combined, if either of these metals be in such ^^' 
small proportion that it cannot be separated advanta- 
geously, no allowance shall be made to the depositor for the 
value of such metal. 

Sec. 15. And he it further enacted^ That when bullion is Receipt to be 
brought to the Mint for coinage, it shall be weighed by the «i^«°fo^^'^»i<>'»- 
treasurer, in the presence of the depositor, when practicable, 
and a receipt given which shall state the description and 
weight of the bullion : Provided^ That when the bullion is Proviao. 
in such a state as to require melting before its value can 
be ascertained, the weight after melting shall be considered 
as the true weight of the bullion deposited. 

Sec. 16. And he it further enacted^ That from every par- Buiuon depoa- 
cel of bullion deposited for coinage, the treasurer shall de-^^^^y^edf*® 
liver to the assayer a sufficient portion for the purpose of 
being assayed ; but all such bullion remaining from the 
operations of the assay shall be returned to the treasurer 
by the assayer. 

Sec. 17. And he it further enacted^ That, the assayer shall Aaaayer to re- 
report to the treasurer the quality or standard of the bull- ^^ ® **" ^* 
ion assayed by him ; and he shall also communicate to the 
treasurer such information as will enable him to estimate 
the amount of the charges hereinafter provided for, to be 
made to the depositor, for the expenses of converting the 
bullion into standard metal fit for coinage. 

Sec. 18. And he it further enacted^ That the only subjects A^^'J^k J» ^^ 
of charge by the Mint to the depositor shall be the follow- JJorla auSject^ 
ing: For refining when the bullion is below standard; for 
toughening when metals are contained in it which render it 
uuflt for coinage ; for copper used for alloy when the bull- 



30 LAWS RELATING TO THE COINAGE. 

ion is above standard ; for silver introduced into the alloy 

of gold ; and for separating the gold and silver when these 

luteot a o w metals exist together in the ballion: and that the rate of 

***^ these charges shall be fixed, from time to time, by the 

Director, with the concurrence of the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, so as not to exceed, in their judgment, the actual ex- 
pense to the Mint of the materials and labor employed in 
each of the cases aforementioned ; and that the amount re- 
DiBposition ofceived from these charges shall be accounted for, and ap- 

amountreceiTed. pp^ppi^^^j for defraying the contingent expenses of the 

Mint. 
Value of de. Sbo. 19. And he itfurtlier enacted. That from the report 
SJSLtSa." ^**^of the assayer, and the weight of the bullion, the treasurer 

shall estimate the whole value of each deposite, and also 
the amount of the -charges or deductions if any ; of all 
which he shall give a detailed memorandum to the depos- 
itor; and he shall also give, at the same time, under his 
hand, a certificate of the nett amount of the deposite, to be 
paid in coins of the sam^ species of bullion as that deposited. 
Transfers of Seo. 20. And be it further enacted^ That parcels of bull- 
Srer to ^eYte*rion shall be, from time to time, transferred by the treasurer 
and refiner. to the mcltcr and refiner; that a careful record of these 

transfers, noting the weight and character of the bullion, 
shall be kept ; and that the bullion thus placed in the hands 
of the melter and refiner shall be subjected to the several 
processes which may be necessary to form it into ingots of 
the legal standard, and of a quality suitable for coinage, 
inffotstobeas- Seo. 21. And he it further enacted, That the ingots thus 
aayed, &o. prepared shall be assayed by the assayer, and if they prove 

to be within the limits allowed for deviation from the stand- 
ard, they shall be transferred by the melter and refiner to 
the treasurer, accompanied by the assayer^s certificate of 
their fineness ; and that a careful record of the transfer shall 
be kept by the treasurer. 
Deviation from Sbo. 22. And be it further enacted, That no ingots of gold 
iS^d'^iS^ngoto shall be used for coinage of which the quality differs more 
of gold and sii- thau two thousaudtlis from the legal standard ; and that 
^^^' no ingots of silver shall be used for coinage of which the 

quality differs more than three thousandths from the legal 
standard. 
Treasurer's ac- Seo. 23. And be it further enacted, That in the treasurer's 
Srand^flnOT.*^' accouut with the meltcr and refiner, the melter and refiner 

shall be debited with the standard weight of all the bullion 
placed in his hands, that is to say, with the weight of metal 
of legal standard fineness which it will make ; and that he 
shall be credited by the standard weight of all the ingots 
delivered by him to the treasurer ; and that once at least 
in every year, at such time as the Director shall appoint, 
the melter and refiner shall deliver up to the treasurer all 
the bullion in his possession, in order that his accounts may 
be settled up to that time ; and, in this settlement, he shall 
be entitled to a credit for the difference between the whole 
amount of bullion delivered to him, and received from him, 
since the last settlement, as an allowance for necessary 
AUowance for wastc : Provided^ That this allowance shall not exceed two 
" pro?!^.''"''^' thousandths of the whole amount of gold and silver bullion, 
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respectively, that had been delivered to him by the treas- 
urer. 

SsG. 24. And he it further enacted^ That the treasurer insotoforoom- 
shall, from time to time, deliver over to the chief coiner, **^®' 
ingots for the purpose of coinage ; that he shall keep a care- 
ful record of these transfers, noting the weight and descrip- 
tion of the ingots^ and that the ingots thus placed in the 
hands of the chief coiner shall be passed through the several 
processes necessary to make from them coins, in all respects 
conformable to law. 

Seo. 25. And he it further enacted j That in adjusting the Deviation from 
weights of the coins, the following deviations from the stand- ^fo*wed **fn the 
ard weight shall not be exceeded in any of the single ^®^?J*]^<>^J^' 
pieces : In the dollar and half dollar, one grain and a half; "* *^"^ ^ v^»c^ 
in the quarter dollar, one grain; in the dime and half dime, 
half a grain; in the gold coins, one quarter of a grain ; in the 
copper coins, one grain in the penny weight ; and that in inaiargenom. 
weighing a large number of pieces together, when delivered **«^*®«®"*®^- 
from the chief coiner to the treasurer, and from the treasurer 
to the depositors, the deviations from the standard weight 
shall not exceed the following limits : Four pennyweights 
in one thousand dollars; three pennyweights in one thou- 
sand half dollars; two pennyweights in one thousand quar- 
ter dollars ; one pennyweight in one thousand dimes ; one 
pennyweight in one thousand half dimes ; two pennyweights 
in one thousand eagles ; one and a half pennyweight in one 
thousand half eagles ; one pennyweight in one thousand 
quarter eagles. 

Sec. 26. And he it further enacted^ That the chief coiner Cohw to be 
shall, from time to time, as the coins are prepared, deliver ^®*^ ' 
them over to the treasurer, who shall keep a careful record 
of theii* kind, number, and weight; and that, in receiving 
the coins, it shall be the duty of the treasurer to see whether 
the coins of that delivery are within the legal limits of the 
standard weight ; and if his trials for this purpose shall not 
prove satisfactory, he shall cause all the coins of this delivery 
to be weighed separately, and such as are not of legal weight 
Rhall be delivered to themelter and refiner, as standard bull- 
ion, to be again formed into ingots and recoined. 

Sec. 27. And he it further eno/cted^ That at every delivery coins to be 
of coins made by the chief coiner to the treasurer, it shall aiJ^iTtiiai!^ * 
be the duty of the treasurer, in the presence of the assayer, 
to take indiscriminately, a certain number of pieces of each 
variety for the annual trial of coins, (the number being pre- 
scribed by the Director,) which shall be carefully labelled, 
and deposited in a chest appropriated for the purpose, kept 
under the joint care of the treasurer and assayer, and so 
secured that neither can have access to its contents without 
the presence of the other. 

Seo. 28. And he it further enacted^ That the chief coiner Disposition of 
shall, from time to time, deliver to the treasurer the clip- ^^i^PP^^g"' ^ 
pings and other portions of bullion remaining after the pro- 
cess of coining, and that the treasurer shall keep a carefol 
record of their amount. 

Sec. 29. And he it further enacted^ That in the treasurer's Treasurer's 
account with the chief coiner, the chief coiner shall be deb- SSie? comer.^^* 
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ited with the amount in weight of standard metal of all the 
ballion placed in his hands, and credited with the amount, 
also by weight, of all the coins, clippings, and other bull- 
ion delivered by him to the treasurer; and that once at least 
in every year, at such time as the Director shall appoint, 
the chief coiner shall deliver to the treasurer all the coins 
and bullion in his possession, so that his accounts may be 
Allowance for settled up to that time ; and, in this settlement, he shall be 
newwary waate. ^u^i^^ie^i ^^ ^ credit for the difference between the whole 

amount of the ingots delivered to him, and of the coins and 
bullion received from him, since the last settlement, as an 

ProTiBo. allowance for necessary waste: Provided^ That this allow- 
ance shall not exceed two thousandths of the whole amount 
of the silver, or one and one-half thousandth of the whole 
amount of the gold, that had been delivered to him by the 
treasurer. 

Payment for Seo. 30. And he it further enacted^ That when the coins 
ed to"be coiSS! which are the equivalent to any deposite of bullion are ready 

for delivery, they shall be paid over to the depositor, or his 
order, by the treasurer, on a warrant from the Director ; 
and the payment shall be made, if demanded, in the order 
in which the bullion shall have been brought to the Mint, 
giving priority according to priority of deposite only ; and 
that in the denominations of coin delivered, the treasurer 
shall comply with the wishes of the depositor, unless when 
impracticable or inconvenient to do so; in which case, the 
denominations of coin shall be designated by the Director. 

\i^m^Q^\l^h' ^■^^' ^^' ^^^ ^^ it further enacted^ That for the purpose 
keptin"tSe Mintof enabling the Mint to make returns to depositors with as 
lireMury!*'^ ^^Hittlc delay as possible, it shall be the duty of the Secretary 

of the Treasury to keep in the said Mint, when the state of 
the Treasury will admit thereof, a deposite of such amount 
of public money, or of bullion procured for the purpose, as 
he shall judge convenient and necessary, not exceeding one 
million of dollars, out of which those who bring bullion to 
the Mint may be paid the value thereof, as soon as practi- 
cable, after this value has been ascertained ; that the bull- 
ion so deposited shall become the property of the United 
States ) that no discount or interest shall be charged on 
moneys so advanced ; and that the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury may at any time withdraw the said deposite, or any part 
thereof, or may, at his discretion, allow the coins formed at 
the Mint to be given for their equivalent in other money. 
Annual trial of Sec. 32. And he it further enacted. That to secure a due 
coins. conformity in the gold and silver coins to their respective 

Act of Mar. 3, standards and weights, an annual trial shall be made of 
2frepeaj'ed.^' *^' t^^ picccs rescrvcd for this purpose at the Mint and its 

branches, before the judge of the district court of the United 
States, for the eastern district of Pennsylvania, the at- 
torney of the United States, for the eastern district of Penn- 
sylvania, and the collector of the port of Philadelphia, and 
such other persons as the President shall, from time to time, 
designate for that purpose, who shall meet as commission- 
ers, for the performance of this duty, on the second Monday 
in February, annually, and may continue their meetings by 
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adjonrnment, if necessary ; and if a majority of the commis- 
sioners shall fail to attend at any time appointed for tlieir 
meeting, then the Director of the Mint shall call a meeting 
of the commissioners at such other time as he may deem 
convenient ; and that before these commissioners, or a ma- 
jority of them, and in the ])resence of the oflBicers of the 
Mint, such examination shall be made of the reserved pieces 
as shall be judged sufficient; and if it shall appear that 
these pieces do not differ from the standard fineness and 
weight by a greater quantity than is allowed by law, the 
trial shall be considered and reported as satisfactory ; but 
if any greater deviation from the legal standard or weight 
shall appear, this fact shall be certified to the President of 
the United States, and if, on a view of the circumstances of 
the case, he shall so decide, the officer or officers implicated 
in the error shall be thenceforward disqualified from hold- 
ing their respective offices. 

Sec. 33. And he it further enacted^ That copper bullion Purchase of 
shall be purchased for the Mint, from time to time, by the •'*pp®' ^'^*''*^' 
treasurer, under instructions from the Director ; that the 
cost shall be paid from the fund hereinafter provided for; 
and that the copper bullion shall be of good quality, and in 
form of planchets fit for passing at once into the hands of 
the chief coiner. 

Sec. 34. And he it further enacted^ That the copper plan- Coinageofcgp. 
chets shall be delivered, from time to time, by the treasurer p®^' 
to the chief coiner, to be by him coined ; and all such cop- 
per shall be returned to the treasurer, by the chief coiner, 
weight for weight, without allowance for waste. 

Sec. 35. And he it further enacted^ That itshall be theduty Copper coina 
of the treasurer of the Mint to deliver the copper coins, in ™if/nged for 
exchange for their legal equivalent in other money, to any other money. 
persons who shall apply for them : Provided^ That the sum proviso. 
asked for be not less than a certain amount, to be deter- 
mined by the Director, and that it be not so great as, in 
his judgment, to interfere with the capacity of the Mint to 
supply other applicants. 

8ec. 36. And he it further enacted J That the copper coins Copper coin a 
may, at the discretion of the Director, be delivered in any exZ^^^^^^ the 
of the principal cities and towns of the United States, at the Mmt. 
cost of the Mint for transportation. 

Seo. 37. And he it further enacted^ That the money re- Disposition of 
ceived by the treasurer in exchange for copper coins shall S®°el^i,a'',"J^e' for 
form a fund in his hands, which shall be used to purchase ©opper coin\ 
copper planchets, and to pay the expense of transportation 
of copper coins ; and that if there be a surplus, the same 
shall be appropriated to defray the contingent expenses of 
the Mint. 

fciEO. 38. And he it further enacted, That all acts or parts ronneractsre- 
of acts heretofore passed, relating to the Mint and coins of ^®*^®^ 
the United States, which are inconsistent with the provis- 
ions of this act, be, and the same are hereby repealed. 

Approved, January 18, 1837. 

COIN 3 
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StAtnte m. Chap. LXDC. — An act regulating the currency of foreign gold and silver 

coins in the United States, 
Mar. 3, 1843. 



Certain cold Be it euacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
Britain and ^^^ United States of America in Congress assembled^ That from 
France tobecnr- and after the passage of this act, the following foreign gold 
j^^-their value ^^Ijjg Shall pass Current as money within the United States, 

and be receivable, by weight, for the payment of all debts 
and demands, at the rates following, that is to say: the gold 
coins of Great Britain, of not less than nine hundred and 
fifteen and a half thousandths in fineness, at ninety-four 
cents and six-tenths of a cent per pennyweight ; and the 
gold coins of France, of not less than eight hundred and 
ninety-nine thousandths in fineness, at ninety-two cents and 
nine-tenths of a cent per pennyweight, 
saver coins of Seo. 2. And be it further enacted^ That from and after the 
I er nl' BoUvia,' passage of this act, the following foreign silver coins shall 
and France, also, pass Current as money within the United States, and be re- 
ceivable by tale, for the payment of all debts and demands, 
at the rates following, that is to say : the Spanish pillar dol- 
lars, and the dollars of Mexico, Peru, and Bolivia, of not 
less than eight hundred and ninety-seven thousandths in 
fineness, and four hundred and fifteen grains in weight, at 
one hundred cents each ] and the five franc pieces of France, 
. of not less than nine hundred thousandths in fineness, and 
three hundred and eighty-four grains in weight, at ninety- 
three cents each. 
Assays of said Sec. 3. And be it further enacted^ That it shall be the duty 
an^\^ort5*to ^^ *^® Secretary of the Treasury to cause assays of the coins 
Congress. made current by this act to be had at the Mint of the United 

States, at least once in every year, and to make report of 
the result thereof to Congress. 

Approved, March 3, 1843. 



statute I. Chap. VII. — An act to amend the act entitled *^An act to eatalliah branches 

^ ,^,, of the Mini of the United States.*^ 

Apr. 2, 1844 -^ "^ 



How oath re- Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
swftiMi Sact^*'^^ i/wi^ec? States of America in Congress assembledy That the 
3d Mar., 1835, ch. oath or affirmation required by the third section of an act 
89,mayi>etaken. pg^ggg^j March third, eighteen hundred and thirty-five, en- 
titled " An act to establish branches of the Mint of the. 
United States," may be taken before any judge of the supe- 
rior court, or of any court of record, in the State where the 
branch of which the person taking said oath is an officer or 
clerk, is situated. 

Approved, April 2, 1844. 



Mar. 3, 1849. Chap. CIX. — An act to authorize the coinage of gold dollars and double 
■ eagles. 



Coinage of Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
gold ^dSufir* u. United States of America in Congress assembled, That there 
tborized. shall be, from time to time, struck and coined at the Mint of 
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the United States and the branches thereof, conformably See act Feb. 21, 
in all respects to law ^except that on the reverse of the gold i®^»»««- '^• 
dollar the figare of tne eagle shall be omitted,) and con- see act Feb. 12, 
formably in all respects to the standard for gold coins now ^*'^' 
established by law, coins of gold of the followiug denomi- 
nation and values, viz ; doable eagles, each to be of the 
value of twenty dollars, or units, and gold dollars, each to 
be of the valae of one dollar, or unit. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That for all sums what- Double eagie 
ever, the double eagle shall be a legal tender for twenty to^be^iigaw^" 
dollars and the gold dollar shall be a legal tender for one der. 
dollar. 

Sec. 3. And he it further enacted, That all laws now in ^^-^.J^y^Y^ Jl^*}^ 
force in relation to the coins of the United States, and the tion^to \he 



coms 



striking and coining the same, shall so far as applicable, ^^^ to^amSy 
have full force and effect in relation to the coins herein to the coins here- 
authorized, whether the said laws are penal or otherwise ; ^^ *^^*^**^*^®^- 
and whether they are for preventing counterfeiting or abase- 
ment, for protecting the currency, for regulating and guard- 
ing the process of striking and coining, and the prepara- 
tions therefor, or for the security of the coin, or for any other 
purpose. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That, in adjusting the TJ^'jJ*^*® ®' 
weights of gold coin henceforward, the following deviations ^** ^^ 
from the standard weight shall not be exceeded in any of 
the single pieces — namely, in the double eagle, the eagle, 
and the half eagle, one half of a grain, and in the quarter 
eagle and gold dollar, one quarter of a grain ; and that in 
weighing a large number of pieces together, when delivered 
from the chief coiner to the treasurer, and from the treas- 
urer to the depositors, the deviation from the standard 
weight shall not exceed three penny weights in one thou- 
sand double eagles; two penny weights in one thousand 
eagles ; one and one half penny weights in one thousand 
half eagles : one penny weight in one thousand quarter 
eagles ; and one half of a penny weight in one thousand 
gold dollars. 

Approved, March 3, 1849. 



Chap. XX. — Jn act to reduce and modify the rates of postage in the United Mar. 3, 1851. 

States, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by tlie Senate and Rouse of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, » * * 

Sec. 11. And be it further enacted, That from and after the New com of 
passage of this act, it shall be lawful to coin at the Mint of^^^°e 2cr*of 
the United States and its branches, a piece of the denom- Mar. 3. 1853. sec. 
ination and legal value of three cents, or three hundredths Act of Feb. 12, 
of a dollar, to be composed of three fourths silver and one i^''^, sec. 15. 
fourth copper, and to weigh twelve grains and three eighths height, 
of a grain ; that the said coin shall bear such devices as Device, 
shall be conspicously different from those of the other sil- 
ver coins, and of the gold dollar, but having the inscription 
tJnited States of America, and its denomination and date 5 
and that it shall be a legal tender in payment of debts for Made a tender. 
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all sums of thirty cents and under. And that no ingots 
shall be used for the coinage of the three-cent pieces herein 
authorized, of which the quality differs more than five thou- 
Weight sandths from the legal standard; and that, in adjusting the 
weight of the said coin, the following deviations from the 
standard weight shall not be exceeded, namely, one-half oi 
a grain in the single piece, and one pennyweight in a thoa- 
sand pieces. 

Approved, March 3, 1851. 



July 3, 1852. Chap. LIV . — An aot to establish a branch of the Mint of the United States 
in Calijomia. 

Branch mint in Be it cnocted by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
CaUfornia. ^^^ United States of America in Congress a^sembled^ That a 

branch of the Mint of the United States be established in 
California, to be located by the Secretary of the Treasury, 
for the coinage of gold and silver. 

Gold to be as- Seo. 8. And be it further ena^ted^ That, if required by the 
in^^o^ b ar8*^^J holder, gold in grain or lumps shall be refined, assayed, cast 
ingots, and into bars or ingots, and stamped in said branch mint, or in 
p^e^of depos" the Mint of the United States, or any of its branches, in such 
itor. manner as may indicate the value and fineness of the bar 

or ingot, which shall be paid for by the owner or holder of 
said bullion, at such rates and charges, and under such 
regulations, as the Director of the Mint, under the control 
of the Secretary of the Treasury, may from time to time es- 
tablish. 

Approved, July 3, 1852. 



Feb. 21, 1853. Chap. LXXIX. — An act amendatory of existing laws relative to the half 

-iir — 7—— r dollar J quarter dollar, diniey and half dime, 

xoDi5, en. oO, sec/. 

Weight of the Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of 

^u a*r ter^^dime ^^ TTnitcd States of America in Congress a^sembledj That from 

and iiaff dii^, and after the first day of June, eighteen hundred and fifty- 

auev June 1, ^^^^ [three] the weight of the half dollar or piece of fifty 

cents shall DC one hundred and ninety -two grains, and the 

quarter dollar, dime, and half dime, shall be, respectively, 

one half, one fifth, and one tenth of the weight of said half 

dollar. 

Such coins, wiien Sec. 2. And be it further enacted^ That the silver coins 

to be a legal ten. igg^^^ iu couformitv with the above section, shall be legal 

tenders in payment of debts for all sums not exceeding five 
dollars. 
Purchase of the Sec. 3. Andbcit further cnacted, That in order to procure 
BucrcoSig^ ^^^"^ bullion for the requisite coinage of the subdivisions of the 

dollar authorized by this act, the treasurer of the Mint shall, 
with the approval of the Director, purchase such bullion 
with the bullion fund of the Mint. He shall charge himself 
with the gain arising from the coinage of such bullion into 
coins of a nominal value exceeding the intrinsic value thereof, 
and shall be credited with the difference between such iu- 
trinsic value and the price paid for said bullion, and with 
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the expense of distribnting said coins as hereinafter pro- 
vided. The balances to his credit, or the profit of said coin- 
age, shall be, from time to time, on a warrant of the Director 
of the Mint, transferred to the account of the Treasury of 
the United States. 

Sec. 4. A.nd be it further enacted^ That such coins 8^allto^*Je^chan^*ed 
be paid out at tbe Mint, in exchange for gold coins at par, ami^pafa out^of 
in sums not less than one hundred dollars; and it shall be^°** 
lawful, also, to transmit parcels of the same from time to 
time to the assistant treasurers, depositaries, and other oflBi- 
cers of the United States, under general regulations, pro- 
posed by the Director of the Mint, and approved by the 
Secretary of the Treasury: Provided, however , That the Amount of coin. 
amount coined into quarter dollars, dimes, and half dimes, *^^ ^^^ **® ' 
shall be regulated by the Secretary of the Treasury. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That no deposits for o^^Jg^^^?*^® ^m 
coinage into the half dollar, quarter dollar, diaie, and half ?o^in*8 tS^blre- 
dime, shall hereafter be received, other than those made by ®®^^®^- 
the treasurer of the Mint, as herein authorized, and upon 
account of the United States. 

Sec. 6, And be it further enacted, That, at the option of Depositora may 
the depositor, gold or silver may be cast into bars or ingots anJeiivCTcastf^ 
of either pure metal or of standard fineness, as the owner to ingots or bars 
may prefer, with a stamp upon the same designating its 
weight and fineness ; but no piece, of either gold or silver, 
shall be cast into bars or ingots of a less weight than ten 
ounces, except pieces of one ounce, of two ounces, of three 
ounces, and of five ounces, all of which pieces of less weight 
than ten ounces shall be of the standard fineness, with their 
weight and fineness stamped upon them ; but, in [all] cases, 
whether the gold and silver deposited be coined or cast into 
bars or ingots, there shall be a charge to the depositor, in 
addition to the charge now made for refining or parting the 
metals, of one half of one per centum; the money aiising charge of half 
from this charge of one half per centum shall be charged to5®p^,a^J^^ ^*aii 
the treasurer of the Mint, and from time to time, on warrant cases, 
of the Director of the Mint, shall be transferred into the 
Treasury of the United States : Provided, however, That noth- This section not 
ing contained in this section shall be considered as applying ^iv^e^^^ins. ^^'^ 
to the half dollar, the quarter dollar, the dime, and half 
dime. 

Seo. 7. And be it further enacted. That from time to ti°^®$3^8tebfShl^d ^^ 
there shall be struck and coined at the Mint of the United 
States, and the branches thereof, conformably in all respects 
to law, and conformably in all respects to the standard of 
gold coins now established by law, a coin of gold of the value 
of three dollars, or units, and all the provisions of an ^^^ ^ct Tmo^cS^ 109^ 
entitled «* An act to authorize the coinage of gold dollars and made appiiijabie 
double eagles," approved March third, eighteen hundred and ^^ »^^^ ®**^°- 
forty-nine, shall be applied to the coin herein authorized, so 
far as the same may be applicable; but the devices and 
shape of the three dollar piece shall be fixed by the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That this act shall be To take effect 
in force from and after the first day of June next. ^"1853/ ^ch.* 96 

Approved, February 21, 1853. ^' '^' 
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ICar. 8, 1853. Ghap. XCYI. — An act to Bupply defidencies in the appropriations for the 

service of the fiscal year ending the thirtieth of June, one thousand eight 

hundred and fifty-three, 

• •*••• 

cbarseforoMt- Seo. 7. And he it further enacted. That when gold or silver 
dlLsT btre,*"or Shall bs cast into bara or ingots or formed into disks at the 
ingot«. ' Mint of the United States, or any of the branches thereof, 

or at any assay office of tie United States, the charge for 

refining, casting, or forming said bars, ingots, or disks shall 

be equal to, but not exceed, the actual cost of the operation, 

including labor, wastage, use of machinery, materials, etc., 

to be regulated from time to time by the Secretary of the 

ske and do- Trcasury. And the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby 

Teroofna au^thor" authorized to rcgulatc the size and devices of the new silver 

18^ chfTQ**'* ®'coin, authorized by an act entitled "An act amendatory of 

existing laws relative to the half dollar, quarter dollar, 
dime, and half dime," passed at the present session ; and 
that, to procure such devices, as also the models, moulds, 
and matrices or original dies for the coins, disks, or ingots 
authorized by said act, the Director of the Mint is empow- 
Additionaioffl.ered, with the approval of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
cere in the mint. ^^ engage temporarily for that purpose the services of one 

or more artists, distinguished in their respective depart- 
ments, who shall be paid for such services from the contin- 
Weight of the gent appropriation for the Mint: And that hereafter the 
s-cent coin. thrco ccut coiu uow authorized by law shail be made of the 

weight of three fiftieths of the weight of the half dollar, as 

provided in said act, and of the same standard of fineness. 

Actof 1853, ch. And the said act, entitled ^'An act amendatory of existing 

Apr.**2!*iM3?^*^* ^^^® relative to the half dollar, quarter dollar, dime, and 

half dime,'' shall take effect and be in full force from and 
after the first day of April, one thousand eight hundred and 
fifty-three, any thing therein to the contrary notwithstand- 
ing. 

Approved, March 3, 1863. 



Mar. 8, 1853. Chap. XCVII. — An act making appropriations for the civil and diplomatic 

expenses of Government for the year ending the thirtieth of June, eighteen 

hundred and fifty-four. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress a^ssembUdj That 
the following sums be and are hereby appropriated, out of 
any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, for 
the objects hereafter expressed, for the fiscal year ending 
the thirtieth of June, eighteen hundred and fifty-four, 
namely : 

Profits to bo For incidental and contingent expenses, including fuel, 
rendOTedr^'"* naaterials, stationery, water rent, repairs, and wastage, in 

addition to other available funds, forty-one thousand five 
hundred dollars ; and it shall be the duty of the superin- 
tendent of the Mint to cause to be paid annually into the 
Treasury of the United States the profits of the Mint, and 
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to present a quarterly account of the exi^enditures of the 
Mint to the Secretary of the Treasury ; 

• * « « * « 

Sec. 5. A.nd be it further enacted, That when private Refining of gold 
establishments shall be made to refine gold bullion, the jp private estab- 
Secretary of the Treasury, if he shall deem them capable ^'«*^°^®''*«- 
of execating such work, is hereby authorized and required 
to limit the amount thereof, which shall be refined in the 
Mint at Philadelphia, from quarter to quarter, and to re- 
duce the sauie progressively as such establishments shall 
be expended [extended?] or multiplied, so as eventually, 
and as soon as may be, to exclude refining from the Mint, 
and to require that every deposit of gold bullion made 
therein for coinage shall be adapted to said purpose, with- 
out need of refining: Provided, That no advances in coin Proviao. 
shall be made upon bullion after this regulation shall be 
carried into effect, except upon bullion refined as herein 
prescribed. 

• « m * « . * 

Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of Assay office to 
the Treasury is hereby authorized and required to establish New York!'''^ ''^ 
in the city of New York an office lor the receipt and for the 
melting, refining, parting, and assaying of gold aud silver 
bullion and foreign coin, and for casting the same into bars, 
ingots, or disks. The assistant treasurer of the United Treasurer. 
States in ^Sew York shall be treasurer of the said assay of- gig^^ts?^"'^** 
fice, and the Secretary of the Treasury shall, with the ap- 
probation and consent of the President of the United States, 
appoint such other officers and clerks, and authorize the 
employment of such assistants, workmen, aud servants as 
shall be necessary for the proper conduct aud management 
of the said office and of the busiuess pertaining thereto, at 
such compensation as shall be approved by the President : 
Provided, That the same shall not exceed that allowed for Proviso, 
corresponding services under existing laws relating to the 
Mint of the United States and its branches. 

Sec. 11. And be it further enacted, That the owner or own- Receipt to be 
era of any gold or silver bullion, in dust or otherwise, or of given^orbniuon. 
any foreign coin, shall be entitled to deposite the same in 
the said office, and the treasurer thereof shall give a receipt, 
stating the weight and description thereof, in the manner 
and under the regulations that are or may be provided 
in like cases or deposits at the Mint of the United States 
with the treasurer thereof. And such bullion shall, with- 
out delay, be melted, parted, refined, and assayed, and the 
net value thereof, and of all foreign coins deposited in said certificate of 
office, shall be ascertained; and the treasurer shall there- ^^°® ®^^^^p^^j*^ 
upon forthwith issue his certificate of the net value thereof, for pubuc dues, 
payable in coins of the same metal as that deposited, either 
at the office of the assistant treasurer of the United States, 
in New York, or at the Mint of the United States, at the 
option of the depositor, to be expressed in the certificate, 
which certificates shall be receivable at any time within sixty 
days from the date thereof in payment of all debts due to 
the United States at the port of New York for the full sum 



40 LAWS RELATING TO THE COINAGE. 

In what form therein certified. All gold or silver bullion and foreign coin 
to be oast. deposited, melted, parted, refined, or assayed, as aforesaid, 

shall, at the option of the depositor, be cast in the said of- 
fice into bars, ingots, or disks, either of pure metal or of 
standard fineness, (as the owner may prefer,) with a stamp 
thereon of such form and device as shall be prescribed by 
the Secretary of the Treasury, accurately designating its 
Proviso. weight and fineness : Provided^ That no ingot, bar, or disk 
shall be cast of less weight than five ounces, unless the 
same be of standard fineness, and of either one, two, or three 
ounces in weight. And all gold or silver bullion and for- 
eign coin intended by the depositor to be converted into 
mttSTtoblt^Ms^ the coins of the United States, shall, as soon as assayed and 
feiredtotho Mint its net valuc Certified as above provided, be transferred to 
an come . ^^^ Mint of the United States, under such directions as shall 

be made by the Secretary of the Treasury, and at the ex- 
pense of the contingent fund of the Mint, and shall there be 
coined. And the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby au- 
thorized, with the approval of the President of the United 
States, to make the necessary regulations for the adjust- 
Aoconnto. mcut of the accouuts between the respective officers, upon 
the transfer of any bullion or coin between the assay office, 
the Mint, and assistant treasurer in New York. 
Remiationa of Sec. 12, And be it further enacted^ That the operations of 
opera ons. melting, parting, refining, and assaying in the said office 

shall be under the general directions of the Director of the 
Mint, in subordination to the Secretary of the Treasury ; 
and it shall be the duty of the said Director to prescribe such 
regulations and to order such tests as shall be requisite to 
insure faithfulness, accuracy, and uniformity in the opera- 
tions of the said office. 
Laws respect- Seo. 13. And be it further enacted^ That the laws of the 
appiyto 8^d*a^ United States for the government of the Mint and its officers 
say office. in relation to the receipt, payment, custody of deposits, and 

settlement of accounts, the duties and responsibilities of 
officers and others employed therein, the oath to be taken 
and the bond and sureties to be given by them (as far as 
the same may be applicable) shall extend to the assay office 
hereby established, and to its officers, assistants, clerks, 
workmen, and others employed therein. 
Charges for as- Sec. 14. And be it further enacted^ That the same charges 
saying, &c. gball bc made and demanded at the said assay office for re- 
fining, parting, casting into bars, ingots, or disks, and for 
alloy, as are, or shall be made and demanded at the Mint; 
and no other charges shall be made to depositors than by 
law are authorized to be made at the Mint; and the amount 
received from the charges hereby authorized shall be ac- 
counted for and appropriated for defraying the contingent 
expenses of the said office. 
Buildings fop Seo. 16. And be it further enacted^ That the Secretary of 
said assay office, ^j^^ Trcasury is authorized to procure, by rent, lease, or 

otherwise, a building or apartments in the city of !N^ew York 
suitable for the operations of said office, unless he shall be 
of opinion that suitable apartments in the custom-house in 
that city may be assigned for this purpose. And he is also 
hereby authorized and directed to procure the necessary 
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machinery and implements for the carrying on the opera- 
tions and basiness of the said ofi&ce. 

Approved, March 3, 1853. 



Chap. LVI. — An act relating to foreign coins and to the coinage of cents Feb. 21, 1857. 

at the Mint of the United States. 

Be it encLcted by the Senate and House of Representatives o/sp^ishaSdMex! 
the United States of America in Congress assemhledj That the ican coins are to 
pieces commonly known as the quarter, eighth, and six- byuStedStatee! 
teenth of the Spanish pillar dollar, and of the Mexican dol- 
lar, shall be receivable at the Treasury of the United States, 
and its several offices, and at the several post-offices and 
land-offices, at the rates of valuation following, — ^that is to 
say, the fourth of a dollar, or piece of two reals, at twenty 
cents 5 the eighth of a dollar, or piece of one real, at ten 
cents ; and the sixteenth of a dollar, or half real, at five 
cents. 

Sec 2. And be it further enacted^ That the said coins, said coins to 
when so received, shall not again be paid out, or put in ^® ^^®<^"»«*' 
circulation , but shall be recoined* at the Miu t. And it shall 
be the duty of the Director of the Mint, with the approval 
of the Secretary of the Treasury, to prescribe such regula- 
tions as may be necessary and proper, to secure their trans- 
mission to the Mint for recoinage, and the return or distri- 
bution of the proceeds thereof, when deemed expedient, 
and to prescribe such forms of account as may be appro- 
priate and applicable to the circumstances : Provided^ That 
the expenses incident to such transmission or distribution, 
and of recoinage, shall be charged against the account of 
silver profit and loss, and the net profits, if any, shall be 
paid from time to time into the Treasury of the United 
States. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted j That all former acts rormer acts 
authorizing the currency of foreign gold or silver coins, and Sini°a^curren5? 
declaring the same a legal tender in payment for debts, are °^ ^if^ *®°der 
hereby repealed ; but it shall be the duty of the Director of '^^^^^ 
the Mint to cause assays to be made, from time to time, of ^.^s^^Jj^ o^^'U'- 
such foreign coins as may be known to our commerce, toSade,*^a5d an^ 
determine their average weight, fineness, and value, and to '^^^"y rei>orted. 
embrace in his annual report a statement of the results 
thereof. 

Sec. 4. And be it further ena^tedj That from and after the weight and 
passage of this act, the standard weight of the cent coined S!"* '*'**''*** 
at the Mint shall be seventy -two grains, or three twentieths 
of one ounce troy, with no greater deviation than four 
grains in each piece ; and said cent shall be composed of 
eighty-eight per centum of copper and twelve per centum 
of nickel, of such shape and device as may be fixed by the 
Director of the Mint, with the approbation of the Secretary 
of the Treasury ; and the coinage of the half cent shall 
cease. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the Treasurer of^^^J,^<^J;,»^|j;.' 
the Mint, under the instruction of the Secretary of the 
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Treasary, shall, from time to time, purchase from the bull- 
ion faud of the Mint the materials necessary for the coin- 
age of such cent piece, and transfer the same to the proper 
operative officers of the Mint to be manufactured and re- 
extend^to snch t^^^ned in coiu. And the laws in force relating to the Mint 
cents. and the coinage of the precious metals, and in regard to 

the sale and distribution of the copper coins, shall, so far 
as applicable, be extended to the coinage herein provided 
Profits. for : Provided^ That the net profits of said coinage, ascer- 

tained in like manner as is prescribed in the second section 
of this act, shall be transferred to the Treasury of the United 
States. 
Saoh cents mav Sec. 6. And be it further enacted^ That it shall be lawful 

troiSmitted* ^c. ^^ P^^ ^^^ ^^® ®^i^ ®^^* ^* ^^® Mint in exchange for any of 
' the gold and silver coins of the United States, and also in 
exchange for the former copper coins issued : and it shall 
be lawful to transmit parcels of the said cents, from time to 
time, to the assistant treasurers, depositaries, and other 
officers of the Onited States, under general regulations pro- 
posed by the Director of the Mint, and approved by the 
Secretary of the Treasury, for exchange as aforesaid. And 
fo^oertauf^^lSa ^* ®^^W also be lawful for the space of two years from the 
at old rate for passagc of this act and no longer, to pay out at the Mint the 
two years. ccuts aforcsaid for the fractional parts of the dollar herein- 
before named, at their nominal value of twenty-five, twelve- 
and-a-half, and six-and-a-quarter cents, respectively. 
Annual report Seo. 7. And be it further enacted^ That hereafter the Di- 
Mintto'i^e made^®®*^^ of the Mint Shall make his annual report to the See- 
up to June sT ^retary of the Treasury, up to the thirtieth of June in each 
year, so that the same may appear in his annual report to 
Congress on the finances. 

Approved, February 21, 1867. 
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Chap. LXYI. — An act in amendment of an act entitled "An act relating April 22, 1864. 
to foreign coins and the coinage of cente at the mint of the United Statee,* 
approved February twenty-one^ eighteen hundred and fifty-seven. 

Be it enacted by the SenaU and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembledj That, ^fiAf "^J* '^^ 
from and after the passage of this act, the standard weight mint 
of the cent coined at the mint of the United States shall 
be forty-eight grains, or one-tenth of one ounce troy; and 
said cent shall be composed of ninety-five per centum of 
copper, and five per centum of tin and zinc, in such proper 

tions as shall be determined by the Director of the Mii^tJigT^^JecWonie^^' 
and there shall be, from time to time, struck and coined at 
the mint a two-cent piece, of the same composition, the Two-cent pieces 
standard weight of which shall be ninety-six grains, or one- *® ^ eomea. 
fifth of one ounce troy, with no greater deviation than four 
grains to each piece of said cent and two-cent coins; and shape,devicee, 
the shape, mottoes, and devices of said coins shall be fixed *«• 
by the Director of the Mint, with the approval of the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury 5 and the laws now in force relating 
to the coinage of cents and providing for the purchase of 
material and prescribing the appropriate duties of the offi- 
cers of the mint and the Secretary of the Treasury be, and 
the same are hereby, extended to the coinage herein pro- 
vided for. 

Seo. 2. And he it further enacted^ That all laws now in tfndertbl*Mto *' 
force relating to the coins of the United States and the Revised stat- 
striking and coining the same shall, so far as applicable, be '***•» "*^' 
extended to the coinage herein authorized, whether said 
laws are penal or otherwise, for the security of the coin, 
regulating and guarding the process of striking and coin- 
ing, for preventing debasement or counterfeiting, or for any 
other purpose. 

Sec. 3. And he it further enacted, That the Director of ^PJ^'^t^^J/^^^J 
the Mint shall prescribe suitable regulations to insure a conformity of ai- 
due conformity to the required weights and proportions of ^^y^^^^"®^*^^*- 
alloy in the said coins; and shall order trials thereof to be 
made from time to time by the assayer of the mint, whereof 
a report shall be made in writing to the Director. s h i to 

Sec. 4. And he it further enacted, That the said coins be legaTtender 
shall be a legal tender in any payment, the one-cent coinan^^i^r what 
to the amount of ten cents, and the two-cent coin to the ^Tepeaied. 
amount of twenty cents; and it shall be lawful to pay out ig^fgeoie!' ^^' 
said coins in exchange for the lawful currency of the United 
States, (except cents or half cents issued under former acts 
of Congress,) in suitable sums, by the treasurer of the mint, 
and by such other depositaries as the Secretary of the 
Treasury may designate, under general regulations pro- 
posed by the Director of the Mint and approved by the 
Secretary of the Treasury; and the expenses incident to 
such exchange, distribution, and transmission may be paid 
out of the profits of said coinage; and the net profits of 
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said coinage, ascertained in like manner as is prescribed in 
the second section of the act to which this is a supplement, 
shall be transferred to the Treasury of the United States. 
Penaitv for Seo. 5. And he it further enacted^ That if any person or 
Tend'idto b*e persous shall make, issue, or pass, or cause to be made, is- 
imsaed as cents, sucd, or passcd, any coin, card, token, or device whatsoever, 
Revised Stat- in metal or its compounds, intended to pass or be passed 
ntes, 6462. g^g moucy for a one-cent piece or a two-cent piece, such per- 
son or persons shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, 
and shall, on conviction thereof, be punished by a fine not 
exceeding one thousand dollars, and by imprisonment for 
a term not exceeding five years. 



June 8, 1864. Chap. CXIY. — An act to punish and prevent the counterfeiting of coin of 
the United States. 



Penaitv for Be it evtocted by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
coin**'^of *thf ^^^ United States of America in Congress assembled^ That if 
United States, any pcrsoH or pcrsous, except as now authorized by law, 
- shall hereafter make, or cause to be made, or shall utter or 
pass, or attempt to utter or pass, any coins of gold or silver, 
or other metals or alloys of metals, intended for the use and 
purpose of current money, whether in the resemblance of 
coins of the United States or of foreign countries, or of 
original design, every person so offending shall, on convic- 
tion thereof, be punished by fine not exceeding three thou- 
sand dollars, or by imprisonment for a term not exceeding 
five years, or both, at the discretion of the court, according 
to the aggravation of the offence. 

Approved, June 8, 1864. 
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Chap. C — An act to authorize the coinage of three-cent pieces, and for other Mar. 3, 186S. 

purposes. ' 

Be it enaeted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled^ That ^ ^ centpieoe 
so soon as practicable after the passage of this act, there 
shall be coined at the Mint of the ITnited States a three-cent 
piece, composed of copper and nickel in such proportions, not ^^^ a 1 1 1 o n 
exceeding twenty-five per centam of nickel, as shall be de- wei^bMiiap^",' 
termined by the Director of the Mint, the standard weight ^®^^®*' *®- 
of which shall be thirty grains, with no greater deviation 
than foar grains to each piece, and the shape, mottoes, and 
devices of said coin shall be determined by the Director of 
the Mint, with the approval of the Secretary of the Treasury. 
And the laws now in force relating to the coinage of cents, Laws appUca- 
and providing for the purchase of material and prescribing^^®- 
the appropriate duties of the ofl&cers of the Mint, and of the 
Secretary of the Treasury be, and the same are hereby, 
extended to the coinage herein provided for. 

Sec. 2. And he it further enactedy That all laws now in Laws relating 
force, relating to the coins of the United States, and the J.y°i°*t*ndeT to 
striking and coinage of the same, shall so far as applicable ttis com, ao. 
be extended to the coinage herein authorized, whether said 
laws are penal or otherwise, for the security of the coin, 
regulating and guarding the process of striking and coining, 
for preventing debasement or counterfeiting, or for any other 
purpose. And the Director of the Mint shall prescribe suit- Director of 
able regulations to insure a due conformity to the required re^iatiins?* 
weights and proportions of alloy in the said coin, and shall 
order trials thereof to be made from time to time, by the 
assayer of the Mint, whereof a report shall be made in writ- 
ing to the Director. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted^ That the said coin s^iall ^ Jo^^®iegji^ten. 
be a legal tender in any payment to the amount of sixty 
cents. And it shall be lawful to pay out said coins in ex- 
change for the lawful currency of the United States, (except ^j^^ 3.centcoiii 
cents or half-cents or two-cent pieces issued under former may be^SdoS 
acts of Congress,) in suitable sums by the Treasurer of the jJXf currency'' 
Mint, and by such other depositaries as the Secretary of the except, &c. 
Treasury may designate, and under general regulations ^^.^^^ ^ ^ 2 
approved by the Secretary of the Treasury. And under 1792!^ ° ^^' ' 
the like regulations the same may be exchanged in suitable 
sums for any lawful currency of the United States 5 and the Act of Feb. 12, 
expenses incident to such exchange, distribution, and trans- ^^^' ^^' ^^' 
mission, may be paid out of the profits of said coinage, and Expenses, how 
the net profits of said coinage, ascertained in like manner ^*^ ' 
as is prescribed in the second section of the act entitled 
*'An act relating to foreign coins, and the coinage of cents at 
the Mint of the United States,'' approved February twenty- 
first, eighteen hundred and fifty-seven, shall be transferred 
to the Treasury of the United States : Provided^ That from -^ ^ fractional 
and after the passage of this act, no issues of fractional note to be issued 
notes of the United States shall be of a less denomination, ""^^^^ ^ cents, 
than five cents, and all such issues of a less denomination, 
at that time outstanding, shall, when paid into the Treas- 
ury or any designated depositary of the United States, or 
redeemed or exchanged as now provided by law, be retained 
and cancelled. 
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Knowingly Seg. 4. And be it further enacted^ That if any person or 
iS?llnycoinrto"- persons shall knowingly make, issue, or pass, or cause to 
a^k^rized^^*'^ made, issued, otpait [passed], any coin, card, token, or 
this M^how pan. device, whatsoevcr, in metal or its compounds, intended to 
iBhed. pji^g Qj. |3Q passed as money, for the coin authorized by this 

act, or for coin of equal value, such person or persons shall 

be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and shall on conviction 

thereof be punished by a fine not exceeding one thousand 

dollars, and by imprisonment for a term not exceeding five 

years, at the discretion of the court. 

"In God we Seo. 5. And he it further enacted^ That, in addition to the 

piaceii on*ooija8 devices and legends upon the gold, silver, and other coins 

Bereafter issued, of the United States, it shall be lawful for the Director of 

the Mint, with the approval of the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, to cause the motto "In God we trust" to be placed 
upon such coins hereafter to be issued as shall admit of such 
legend thereon. 
0neK^ent and Seo. 6. And be it further enacted^ That the one and two cent 
beTilgSf tendS coins of the United States shall not be a legal tender for 
only for 4 cents, any payment exceeding four cents in amount; and so much 

of the laws of the United States heretofore enacted as are in 
conflict with the provisions of this act, are hereby repealed. 

Approved, March 3, 1865. 



May 16, 1866. Chap. LXXXI.— i4» oci to authorize the coinage of five-cent pieces. 



Five-cent pieces ^^ it cua-cted by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
to be coined of ^^ United States of America in Congress assembled^ That, so 
^clteJ.*"^ *^ soon as practicable after the passage of this act, there shall 

be coined at the Mint of the United States a five-cent piece 
composed of copper and nickel, in such proportions, not ex- 
ceeding twenty-five per centum of nickel, as shall be deter- 
weight, shape, miucd by the Director of the Mint, the standard weight of 
devices, &c. which Shall bc seventy-seven and sixteen hundredths grains, 

with no greater deviation than two grains to each piece; 
and the shape, mottoes and devices of said coin shall be 
determined by the Director of the Mint, with the appioval 
Laws relating of the Secretary of the Treasury ; and the laws now in force 
Mnt8?&lj*to\p^ relating to the coinage of cents, and providing for the pur- 
ply to this coin- chasc of material, and prescribing the appropriate duties 
*^®' of the officers of the Mint and the Secretary of the Treas- 

ury, be, and the same are hereby, extended to the coinage 
herein provided for. 
Laws reutmg Seo. 2. And be it further enacted, That all laws now in 
tS uiu*^t*^S far force relating to the coins of the United States, and the 
M applicable, striking and coinage of the same, shall, so far as applicable, 

be extended to the coinage herein authorized, whether said 
laws are penal or otherwise, tor the security of the coin, 
regulating and guarding the process of striking and coin- 
ing, for preventing debasement or counterfeiting, or for any 
Repdations as other purposc. And the Director of the Mint shall pre- 
to alloy. scribe suitable regulations to insure a due conformity to 

the required weights and proportions of alloy in the said 
coin, and shall order trials thereof to be made from time to 
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time by the assayer of the Mint, whereof a report shall be Report, 
made in writing to the Director. 

Sec. 3. And he it further enacted^ That said coin shall be To be legal te!a- 
a legal tender in any payment to the amount of one dollar, ^x"".^ *"''°^* *"' 
And it shall be lawful to pay out such coins in exchange To be paid in 
for the lawful currency in the United States, (except cents, JJ®J*°8®^**^®"^* 
or half cents, or two-cent pieces, issued under former acts Act of Apr, 2, 
of Congress,) in suitable sums, by the treasurer of the Mint, ^^^^* 
and by such other depositaries as the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury may designate, and under general regulations approved 
by the Secretary of the Treasury. And under the like reg- 
ulations the same may be exchanged in suitable sums for 
any lawful currency of the United States, and tlie expenses 
incident to such exchange, distribution, and transmission 
may be paid out of the profits of said coinage ; and the net 
profits of said coinage, as ascertained in tbe manner pre- 
scribed in the second section of the act entitled '' An act 
relating to foreign coins and the coinage of cents at the 
Mint of tbe United States,'' approved February twenty-first, 
eighteen hundred and fifty-seven, shall be transferred to 
the Treasury of the United States: Provided^ That from No ft-actionai 
and after the passage of this act no issues of fractional Jhario^cents^to 
notes of the United States shall be of a less denomination b© issued, and 
than ten cents; and all such issues at that time outstand- ^nceieT^ ^ ^^ 
ing shall, when paid into the Treasury or any designated Revised stat- 
depository of the United States, or redeemed or exchanged "*®*' ^•^^^• 
as now provided by law, be retained and cancelled. 

Sec. 4. And he it further enacted^ That, if any person or Unanthorized 
persons not lawfully authorized shall knowingly make, is- ^ch*°|oint%'aS.*^ 
sue, or i)as8, or cause to be made, issued, or passed, or aid ^^^^^ 
in the making, issuing, or passing of any coin, card, token, 
or device whatsoever, in metal or its compound, intended 
to pass or be passed as money for the coin authorized by 
this act, or for coin of equal value, such person or persons 
shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and shall, on con- 
viction thereof, be punished by a fine not exceeding one 
thousand dollars, and by imprisonment for a term not ex- 
ceeding five years, at the discretion of the court. 

Sec. 5. And he it further enacted^ That it shall be lawful May be redeem- 
for the Treasurer and the several assistant treasurers of the f^silthaM^ioo.^"* 
United States to redeem in national currency, under such 
rules and regulations as may be prescribed by the Secretary 
of the Treasury, the coin herein authorized to bo issued 
when presented in sums of not less than one hundred dol- 
lars. 

Approved, May 16, 1866. 



Chap. CXXIV. — An act to provide for the redemption of copper and other Mar. 3,1871. 

token coins. 



Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representatives of au copper and 
the United States of America in Congress assemhled, That the ^|^|™^^{,^*^X 
Secretary of the Treasury is hereby authorized and required deemed in sums 
to redeem in lawful money, under such rules and regula- $20"^* ^^^ ^^^ 
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tions as he may from time to time prescribe, all copper, 
bronze, copper-nickel, and base-metal coinage of every kind 
heretofore aathorized by law, when presented In sams of 
Sach coinage not Icss than twenty dollars; and whenever under this au- 
tinaedwhen ^Ac! t^^^rity thcsc coins are presented for redemption in such 
' quantity as to show the amount outstanding to be redun- 
dant, the Secretary of the Treasury is authorized to discon- 
tinue or diminish the manufacture and issue of such coinage 
until otherwise ordered by him. 

Approved, March 3, 1871. 



Feb. 12, 1873. Chap. CXXXI. — An act revising and amending the laws relative to the 
mint8j assay-officesj and coinage of the United States. 



Mint establish. ^^ ^^ enocted by tJie Senate and House of Representatives of 
ed as a Bureau f/jg United States of America in Congress assembled^ That the 
and^^inoindes j^.^^ ^^^^^ United Statcs is hereby established as a Bureau 

of the Treasury Department, embracing in its organization 
AU former acts and uudcr its coutrol all mints for the manufacture of coin, 
repealed, sec. 67. ^^^ g^jj assay-officcs for the Stamping of bars, which are now, 
Director; ap-or which may be hereafter, authorized by law. The chief 
term ofo^ce*"^ ofl&ccr of the Said Bureau shall be denominated the Director 
^rm o * Qf ^jjg Mint, and shall be under the general direction of the 
Secretary of the Treasury. He shall be appointed by the 
President, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, 
and shall hold his office for the term of five years, unless 
sooner removed by the President, upon reasons to be com- 
municated by him to the Senate, 
powers; Seo. 2. That the Director of the Mint shall have the gen- 

eral supervision of all mints and assay-offices, and shall 
reports; make an annual report to the Secretary of the Treasury of 

their operations, at the close of each fiscal year, and from 
time to time such additional reports, setting forth the opera- 
tions and condition of such institutions, as the Secretary of 
annual es ti- the Treasury shall require, and shall lay before him the an- 
mates. ^^^^ estimates for their support. And the Secretary of the 

clerks, number Treasury Shall appoint the number of clerks, classified ac- 
^^^^*PP°*^*" cording to law, necessary to discharge the duties of said 

Bureau. 
Officers of each Seo. 3. That the officcrs of each mint shall be a superin- 
S^SJintoent!^^"^ teudcut, au assaycr, a melter and refiner, and a coiner, and, 
ut^^S ^***" ^^^ *^® imwt at Philadelphia, an engraver, all to be appointed 
" ** by the President of the CTuited States, by and with the ad- 

vice and consent of the Senate. 
Superintendent Seo. 4. That the Superintendent of each mint shall have 
of mlnt,andpow.^lj^ coutrol thcrcof, the superintendence of the officers and 
Revised Stat- persous employed therein, and the supervision of the bosi- 
utes, 8o03. p^gg thereof, subject to the approval of the Director of the 
fora^and^* n^^^^^*' ^ whom he Shall make reports at such times and ac- 
tralto. *^ *^°" cording to such forms as the Director of the Mint may pre- 
scribe, which shall exhibit in detail, and under appropriate 
heads, the deposits of bullion, the amount of gold, siKer, 
and minor coinage, and the amount of unparted, standard, 
and refined bars issued, and such other statistics and infer- 
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mation as maybe required. The superintendent of each.^J^o°«y8orbnU. 
mint shall also receive and safely keep, until legally with- ^^'^^ ^^ 
drawn, all moneys or bullion which shall be for the use or ute8,%^506. * 
the expenses of the mint. He shall receive all bullion 
brought to the mint for assay or coinage; shall be the . 
keeper of all bullion or coin in the mint, except while the ^^' 
same is legally in the hands of other officers; and shall de- 
liver all coins struck at the mint to the persons to whom 
they sball be legally payable. From the report of the as- 
sayer and the weight of the bullion, he shall compute the 
value of each deposit, and also the amount of the charges ®^**' 
or deductions, if any, of all which he shall give a detailed 
memorandum to the depositor ; and he shall also give at 
the same time, under his hand, a certificate of the net deposit/V b^ 
amount of the deposit, to be paid in coins or bars of the same countersigned by 
species of bullion as that deposited, the correctness of which ^**^®'* 
certificate shall be verified by the assayer, who shall coun- ^^^^ ^^^^ ^^ 
tersign the same; and in all cases of transfer of coin or bull- coiiiy&°* 
lion, he shall give and receive vouchers, stating the amount Quarterly ac- 
and character of such coin or bullion. He shall keep and connts to turect- 
render, quarter-yearly, to the Director of the Mint,^for the®'^*'®* 
purpose of adjustment, according to such forms as may be 
prescribed by the Secretary of the Treasury, regular and 
faithful accounts of his transactions with the other officers 
of the mint and the depositors; and shall also render to him 
a monthly statement of the ordinary expenses of the mint 
or assay-office under his charge. He shall also appoint all oiCTks^&c**'^**' 
assistants, clerks, (one of whom shall be designated "chief 
clerk ^^,) and workmen employed under his superintendence; officrof assaye" 
but no person shall be appointed to employment in the offices &c. 
of the assayer, melter and refiner, coiner, or engraver, ex- 
cept on the recommendation and nomination in writing of 
those officers, respectively ; and he shall forthwith report toii? repOTTeT*tS 
to the Director of the Mint the names of all persons ap- Director and ap- 
pointed by him, the duties to be performed, the rate of com- ^^"^^^^ ^^ ^'"'• 
pensation, the appropriation from which compensation is to 
be made, and the grounds of the appointment; and if the 
Director of the Mint shall disapprove the same, the appoint- 
ment shall be vacated. 

Sec. 5. That the assayer shall assay all metals and bull- ties.***^^^ ^ '^" 
ion, whenever such assays are required in the operations ^^^^^g*^*} ^***' 
of the Mint; he shall also make assays of coin or samples " ^' 
of bullion whenever required by the superintendent. , 

Sec. 6. That the melter and refiner shall execute all the tnet ''^' 

operations which are necessary in order to form ingots of ^^®^|®J^ s*^*- 
standard silver or gold, and alloys for minor coinage, suit- ^ **' 
able for the coiner, from the metals legally delivered to him 
for that purpose ; and shall also execute all the operations 
which are necessary in order to form bars conformable in 
all respects to the law, from the gold and silver bullion de- 
livered to him for that purpose. He shall keep a careful 
record of all transactions with the superintendent, noting 
the weight and character of the bullion ; and shall be re- 
sponsible for all bullion delivered to him until the same is 
returned to the superintendent and the proper vouchers ob- 
tained. 

COIN 4 
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OfADsr, qec. 7. That the coiner shall execute all the operations 

which are necessary in order to form coins, conformable in all 
respects to the law, from the standard gold and silver ingots, 
and alloys for minor coinage, legally delivered to him for 
that purpose ; and shall be responsible for all bullion deliv- 
ered to him, until the same is returned to the superintend- 
ent and the proper vouchers obtained, 
Engrarer. Sec. 8. That the cugravcr shall prepare from the original 

dies already authorized all the working-dies required for nse 
New coins or in the coluage of the several mints, and, when new coins or 

^^^Re^s'ed Stat- dcviccs Are authorized, shall, if required by the Director of 

ntes, 3510. the Mint, prepare the devices, models, molds, and matrices, 

or original dies, for the same ; but the Director of the Mint 
shall nevertheless have power, with the approval of the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, to engage temporarily for this pur- 
pose the services of one or more artists distinguished in 
tneir respective departments of art, who shall be paid for 
such service from the contingent appropriation for the mint 
at Philadelphia. 

ab^XA^*^"^'* Sec. 9. That whenever any officer of a mint or assay- 
Bevised'stat- officc shall bc temporarily absent, on account of sickness or 

Qtee, 3502. ^^y othcr causc, it shall be lawful for the superintendent, 

with the consent of said officer, to appoint some person at- 
tached to the mint to act in the place of such officer during 
his absence; but all such appointments shall be forthwith 
reported to the Director of the Mint for his approval ; and 
in all cases whatsoever the principal shall be responsible for 

superintendent; the acts of his representative. In case of the temporary 

absence of the superintendent, the chief clerk shall act in 

Director. his placc J and in case of the temporary absence of the Di- 

rector of the Mint, the Secretary of the Treasury may desig- 
nate some one to act in his place. 

ce?s^*\8^1tante' ^^^' ^^' ^^^^ cvcry officcr, assistant, and clerk of the 
cierkarMid^em- Mint shall, bcforc he enters upon the execution of his office, 
^'^tW Stat- *^^® ^° ^^*^ o^ affirmation before some judge of the IJnited 
utes. 3500. states, or judge of the superior court, or of some court of 

record of any State, faithfully and diligently to perform the 

duties thereof, in addition to other official oaths prescribed 

by law,' which oaths, duly certified, shall be transmitted to 

the Secretary of the Treasury ; and the superintendent of 

each mint may require such oath or affirmation from any of 

the employees of the mint. 

Bond of super. Sec. 11. That the Superintendent, the assayer, the melter 

o°be™r* '''' and refiner, and the coiner of each mint, before entering 

utes^^35w ^*^** ^P^^ *^® execution of their respective offices, shall become 

bound to the United States, with one or more sureties, 
approved by the Secretary of the Treasury, in the sum of 
not less than ten nor more than fifty thousand dollars, with 
condition for the faithful and diligent performance of the 
of assistants and dutics of his officc. Similar bonds may be required of the | 
clerks; assistants and clerks, in such sums as the superintendent 

shall determine, with the approbation of the Director of the. 
Mint ; but the same shall not be construed to relieve the 
superintendent or other officers from liability to the TJnite« 
States for acts, omissions, or negligence of their subordi- 
increase thereof, nates or employees: Provided, That the Secretary of the 
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Treasury may, at his discretion, increase the bonds of the 
superintendent. 

Sec. 12. That there shall be allowed to the Director of salary of Direc 
the Mint an annual salary of four thousand five hundred "Revised stat- 
dollars, and actual necessary travelling expenses in visiting ^*®8' ^^8- 
the different mints and assay-offices, for which vouchers 
shall be rendered j to the superintendents of the mints atguperintencients 
Philadelphia and San Francisco, each four thousand five 
hundred dollars ; to the assayers, melters and refiners, and aasayera, &c. ; 
coiners of said mints, each three thousand dollars ; to the 
engraver of the mint at Philadelphia, three thousand dol- 
lars ; to the superintendent of the mint at Carson City, three 
thousand dollars j and to the assayer, to the melter and 
refiner, and to the coiner of the mint at Carson City, each 
two thousand five hundred dollars ; to the assistants and assistants, 
clerks such annual salary shall be allowed as the Director of men^* and work- 
the Mint may determine, with the approbation of the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury ; and to the workmen shall be allowed 
such wages, to be determined by the superintendent, as 
may be customary and reasonable according to their respect- 
ive stations and occupations, and approved by the Director 
of the Mint ; and the salaries provided for in this section, payabiemontwy. 
and the wages of the workmen permanently engaged, shall 
be payable in monthly instalments. 

Sec. 13. That the standard for both gold and silver coins standard of 
of the United States shall be such that of one thousand ?^1*"^ "^^"^^^ 
parts by weight nine hundred shall be of pure metal and ^^^Vir?- ^^^ 
one hundred of alloy ; and the alloy of the silver coins shall " ^^' 
be of copper, and the alloy of the gold coins shall be of cop- Aiioy. 
per, or of copper and silver; but the silver shall in no case 
exceed one- tenth of the whole alloy. 

Sec. 14. That the gold coins of the United States shall ^e^ac°t a^V 2 
be a one-dollar piece, which, at the standard weight of 1792. 
twenty-five and eight-tenth grains, shall be the unit of value ; isfi^^ *^°°® ^' 
a quarter-eagle, or two-and-a-half dollar piece ; a three-dol- ^ct Jan. is, 
lar piece; a halfeagle, or five-dollar piece; an eagle, or ten- Act Feb. 21, 
dollar piece ; and a double-eagle, or twenty-dollar piece. ^^^^^^53^^ stat' 
And the standard weight of the gold dollar shall be twenty- nteH^Bbil 
five and eight- tenths grains ; of the quarter-eagle, or two-and- etandard weight ; 
a-half dollar piece, sixty-four and a-half grains ; of the three- 
dollar piece, seventy-seven and four-tenths grains ; of the 
half-eagle, or five-dollar piece, one hundred and twenty-nine Act Mar. 3. 
grains ; of the eagle, or ten-dollar piece, two hundred and ^®^^' 
fifty -eight grains ; of the double-eagle, or twenty-dollar piece, 
fivehundred and sixteen grains; which coins shall be a legal to be legai ten- 
tender in all payments at their nominal value when not below ^®^ ' 
the standard weight and limit of tolerance provided in this 
act for the single piece, and when reduced in weight, below 
said standard and tolerance, shall be a legal tender at val- 
uation in proportion to their actual weight; and any gold^e*jojio»^^iji 
coin of the United States, if reduced in weight by natural S^fbrasion^* "' 
abrasion not more than one-half of one per centum below ^^S^^ob^ 
the standard weight prescribed by law, after a circulation 
of twenty years, as shown by its date of coinage, and at a 
ratable proportion for any period less than twenty years, 
shall be received at their nominal value by the United J^^^®^®^*° ^®*«^ 
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States Treasury aod its offices, under such regalations as the 

Secretary of the Treasury may prescribe for the protection 

of the Government against fraudulent abrasion or other 

ReTi86d Stat- practices 5 and any gold coins in the Treasury of the United 

ntc8,35i2. States reduced in weight below this limit of abrasion shall 

be recoined. 
Silver coins; Sec. 16. That the silver coins of the United States shall 
Revised statr bc a trado-dollar, a half-dollar, or fifty-cent piece, a quarter 

ute8,35i3. dollar, or twenty-five-cent piece, a dime, or ten-cent piece; 

weight ; and the weight of the trade-dollar shall be four hundred and 

twenty grains troy 5 the weight of the half-dollar shall be 
twelve grams (grammes) and one-half of a gram, (gramme;) 
the quarter-dollar and the dime shall be, respectively, onc- 

to be legal tender, half and oue-fifth of the weight of said half dollar; and said 

coins shall be a legal tender at their nominal value for any 
amount not exceeding five dollars in any one payment. 
Minor coins, Seo. 16. That the miuor coins of the United States shall 

and their alloy ; |^^ ^ fivc-ccnt piccc, a threc-ceut piccc, and a one-cent piece, 
Revised Stat- and the alloy for the five and three-cent pieces shall be of 

ntes,35i5. coppcr and nickel, to be composed of three-fourths copper 

and one-fourth nickel, and the alloy of the one-cent piece 
shall be ninety -five per centum of copper and five i)er cen- 
tum of tin and zinc, in such proportions as shall be defcer- 

weight; mined by the Director of the Mint. The weight of the 

piece of five cents shall be seventy-seven and sixteen-hun- 
dredths grains, troy; of the three-cent piece, thirty grains; 

tobeiegai tender, and of the one-ccut piccc, forty-cight grains; which coins 

shall be a legal tender, at their nominal value, for any 
amount not exceeding twenty-five cents in any one pay- 
ment. 
No coins, ex- Seo. 17. That uo coius, either of gold, silver, or minor 

cept, «fco. coinage, shall hereafter be issued from the mint other than 

those of the denominations, standards, and weights herein 
set forth. 
Devices and le- Sec. 18. That upou the coius of the United States there 

^*R^i3°^tSt- s^all be the following devices and legends: Upon one side 

ntes,35i7. thcrc Shall be an impression emblematic of liberty, with an 

Inscriptions, inscription of the word '* Liberty " and the year of the coin- 
age, and upon the reverse shall be the figure or representa- 
tion of an eagle, with the inscriptions " United States of 
America" and "E Pluribus Unum,'^ and a designation of 
the value of the coin ; but on the gold dollar and three-dol- 
lar piece, the dime, five, three, and one cent piece the flgnr© 
of the eagle shall be omitted; and on the reverse of the 
silver trade-dollar the weight and thefinenessof the coin shall 
be inscribed ; and the Director of the Mint, with the approv- 
al of the Secretary of the Treasury, may cause the motto 
" In God we trust'' to be inscribed upon such coins as shall 
admit of such motto ; and any one of the foregoing inscrip- 
• tions may be on the rim of the gold and silver coins. 
Bars of gold OP Seo. 19. That at the option of the owner, gbld or silver 

^"^ Revised stat^ ^^^^y bc cast iuto bars of fine metal, or of standard fineness, 

nte8,35i8. or uupartcd, as he may prefer, with a stamp upon the same 

stamp and de- designating the weight and fineness, and with such devices 

vices; impressed thereon as may be deemed expedient to prevent 

limit to weight fraudulent imitation, and no such bars shall be issued of a 
less weight than five ounces. 
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Sec. 20. That any owner of gold bullion may deposit the S*P®,fi**' ***' 

J. • . j_'' ■• ji 1 . ^ i_ « T^ • 1 gold DolUon for 

same at any mint, to be formed into coin or bars for his ben- ooinAjce; 
efit 5 but it shall be lawful to refuse any deposit of less value ^^i^^^ ®***" 
than one hundred dollars, or any bullion so base as to be un- 
suitable for the operations of the mint ; and when gold and 
silver are combined, if either metal be in such small propor- 
tion that it cannot be separated advantageously, no allow- 
ance shall be made to the depositor for its value. 

Sbo. 21. That any owner of silver bullion may deposit the of silver baiuon. 
same at any mint, to be formed into bars, or into dollars of Bevised staip 
the weight of four hundred and twenty grains, troy, des-'^toa, 3520. 
ignated in this act as trade-dollars, and no deposit of silver 
for other coinage shall be received ; but silver bullion con- 
tained in gold deposits, and separated therefrom, may be 
paid for in silver coin, at such valuation as may be, &om 
time to time, established by the Director of the Mint. 

Sec. 22. That when bullion is deposited in any of the ^"JJij" \ ^ 
mints, it shall be weighed by the superintendent, and, when deposited, imd^ 
practicable, in the presence of the depositor, to whom a re- ®®^flj|d 'gt^^t. 
ceipt shall be given, which shall state the description andnte8,^52i. 
weight of the buUion; but when the bullion is in such a 
state as to require melting, or the removal of base metals, 
before its value can be ascertained, the weight, after such 
operation, shall be considered as the true weight of the bull- 
ion deposited. The fitness of the bullion to be received J^^"J^ ™j^^ 
shall be determined by the assayer, and the mode of melting determineci. ^^ 
by the melter and refiner. 

Sbo. 23. That fix)m every parcel of bullion deposited for 1^^"*^ ^^ ^^^' 
coinage or bars, the superintendent shall deliver to the as- Bevi8ed stai^ 
sayer a sufficient portion for the purpose of being assayed, °***' **^' 
but all such bullion remaining from the operations of the 
assay shall be returned to the superintendent by the as- 
sayer. 

Seo. 24. That the assayer shall report to the superintend- g^S^^®'' *"' ^ 
ent the quaUty or fineness of the bullion assayed by him, Revised stat- 
and such information as will enable him to compute the ^^' ®®^* 
amount of tlie charges hereinafter provided for, to be made 
to the depositor. 

Seo. 25. That the charge for converting standard gold vertSr* bumSl 
bullion into coin shaU be one-fifth of one per centum ; and into coin, and 
the charges for converting standard silver into trade-dollars, gJJJf "^^^^^^ °* 
for melting and refining when bullion is below standard, for J^^!|J suIp 
toughening when metals are contained in it which render it ' 
pnflt for coinage, for copper used for alloy when the bullion 
is above standard, for separating the gold and silver when 
these metals exist together in the bullion, and for the prep- 
aration of bars, shall be fixed, from time to time, by the 
Director, with the concurrence of the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, so as to equal but not exceed, in their judgment, the not to exceed 
actual average cost to each mint and assay-office of the J^® ^^^ *^®'* 
material, labor, wastage, and use of machinery employed 
in each of the cases aforementioned. 

Seo. 26. That the assayer shall verify all calculations f^^i^^^. 
made by the superintendent of the value of deposits, andjJationsandMgn. 
if satisfied of the correctness thereof, shall countersign the oate.^ ^ 
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t^*^^ 8*»t. certificate reqaired to be given by the superintendent to the 

depositor. 
ParohMe of Sec. 27. That in order to procure bullion for the silver 
bTauMijop diver ^jQi^^g^ authorized by this act, the superintendents, with the 

nte?^^26 ^***' ^PP'^v^l o^ tb® Director of the Mint, as to price, terms, and 

quantity, shall purchase such bullion with the bullion fund. 

G ain to be The gain arising from the coinage of such silver bullion into 

^oflt*fa^d?*and^^^ ^^ ^ nominal value exceeding the cost thereof shall be 

Mid in t o' tta e Credited to a special fund denominated the silver- profit fund. 

TroMnry. rpj^jg ^^^ shall bc Charged with the wastage incurred in the 

silver coinage, and with the expense of distributing said 

coins as hereinafter provided. The balance to the credit of 

this fund shall be from time to time, and at least twice a 

year, paid into the Treasury of the United States. 

K ®ilT. ?iS!i2 Seo. 28. That silver coins other than the trade-dollar shall 

and for what, bc paid out at the several mints, and at the assay-ofSce m 

Bevised Stat- Ncw York City, in exchange for gold coins at par, in sums 

ttte8,8627. jj^^^ i^gg thsm one hundred dollars; and it shall be lawful, 

also, to transmit parcels of the same, from time to time, to 
the assistant treasurers, depositaries, and other ofScers of 
the United States, under general regulations proposed by 
the Director of the Mint, and approved by the Secretary of 
the Treasury ; but nothing herein contained shall prevent 
the payment of silver coins, at their nominal value, for sil- 
ver parted from gold, as provided in this act, or for change 
less than one dollar in settlement for gold deposits : Provi- 
dedj That for two years after the passage of this act, silver 
coins shall be paid at the mint in Philadelphia and the 
assay-ofiice in New York City for silver bullion purchased 
for coinage, under such regulations as may be prescribed 
by the Director of the Mint, and approved by the Secretary 
of the Treasury. 
Pnrohase of Seo. 29. That for the purchase of metal for the minor 
minor*coii»ge ; coiuagc authorized by this act, a sum not exceeding fifty 
ntw^s^za* Stat- thousand dollars in lawful money of the United States shall 
° ' ^ be transferred by the Secretary of the Treasury to the credit 

to be c^njd on of the Superintendent of the mint at Philadelphia, at which 
ph^.** ^^*^ establishment only, until otherwise provided by law, such 

coinage shall be carried on. The superintendent, with the 
approval of the Directs of the Mint as to price, terms, and 
quantity, shall purchase the metal required for such coinage 
by public advertisement, and the lowest and best bid shall 
be accepted, the fineness of the metals to be determined on 
Minorooinage the Mint assay. The gain arising from the coinage of such 
pro t on . metals into coin of a nominal value, exceeding the cost 

thereof, shall be credited to the special fund denominated 

the minor-coinage profit fund ,* and this fund shall be 

charged with the wastage incurred in such coinage, and 

Minor coina with the cost of distributing said coins as hereinafter pro- 

Tbie?*!^.; ■ vided. The balance remaining to the credit of this fund, 

and any balance of profits accrued from minor coinage under 

former acts, shall be, from time to time, and at least twice 

a year, covered into the Treasury of the United States. 

«^M»geabie for Sbo. 30. That the minor coins authorized by this act mayt 

^^^^ at the discretion of the Director of the Mint, be delivered 
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in any of the principal cities and towns of the United States, ^^^^ ®***' 
at the cost of the Mint, for transportation, and shall be ex- 
changeable at par at the mint in Philadelphia, at tlie discre- 
tion of the superintendent, for any other coins of copper, 
bronze, or copper-nickel heretofore authorized bylaw; and 
it shall be lawful for the Treasarer and the several assist- 
ant treasurers and depositaries of the United States to 
redeem, in lawful money, under such rules as may be pre- redeemable in 
scribed by the Secretary of the Treasury, all copper, bronze, whatsnmg. 
and copper-nickel coins authorized by law when presented 
in sums of not less than twenty dollars ; and whenever, under ^^^^ coinage 
this authority, these coins are presented for redemption in to oease when, 
such quanity as to show the amount outstanding to be re- 
dundant, the Secretary of the Treasury is authorized and 
required to direct that such coinage shall cease until other- 
wise ordered by him. 

Seo. 31. That parcels of bullion shall be, from time to Meitingandre- 
time, transferred by the superintendent to the melter and ^J^^- 
refiner; a careful record of these transfers, noting the^^^^j**J* s^*- 
weight and character of the bullion, shall be kept, and 
vouchers shall be taken for the delivery of the same, duly 
receipted by the melter and refiner, and the bullion thus 
placed in the hands of the melter and refiner shall be sub- 
jected to the several processes which may be necessary ^^ i_ , j_ 
form it into ingots of the legal standard, and of a quality age ;^*** orcein, 
suitable for coinage. 

Seo. 32. That the ingots so prepared shall be assayed; to beassayedand 
and if they prove to be within the limits allowed fordevia-®®^'*^®**®^^^®'^' 
tion from the standard, the assayer shall certify the fact j^^^jg^ g^t. 
to the superintendent, who shall thereupon receipt for theute8,353L 
same, and transfer them to the coiner. 

Seo. 33. That no ingots shall be used for coinage which ^ot to be used if 
differ from the legal standard more than the following pro- ^ey diflbrfwra, 
portions, namely : In gold ingots, one- thousandth ; in silver &©!' ^^^ 
ingots, three thousandths ; in minor-coinage alloys, twenty- Revised stat. 
five-thousandths, in the proportion of nickel. utes,3533 

Seo, 34. That the melter and refiner shall prepare all ^^^rs for pay. 
bars required for the payment of deposits ; but the fineness ment of deposits, 
thereof shall be ascertained and stamped thereon by the^^'lJ^^^^^J^t^J; 
assayer; and the melter and refiner shall deliver such bars utes, 3334. 
to the superintendent, who shall receipt for the same. 

Seo. 35. That the superintendent shall, from time to time, jngotgfor coin- 
deliver to the coiner ingots for the purpose of coinage; aa^e to be doUv. 
careful record of these transfers, noting the weight and ^'l^^gerttat. 
character of the bullion, shall be kept, and vouchers shall nt«8. 3532. 
be taken for the delivery of the same, duly receipted by the 
coiner; and the ingots thus placed in the hands of the 
coiner shall be subjected to the several processes necessary 
to make from them coins in all respects conformable to law. 

Seo. 36. That in adjusting the weights of the gold coins, Deviations in 
the following deviations sh^l not be exceeded in any single ^eighu^^of^gow 
piece : In the double-eagle and the eagle, one- half of a grain ; SoS^ &o, -, 
in the half eagle, the three-dollar piece, the quarter-eagle, Revised stat- 
and the one-dollar piece, one-fourth of a grain. And jn^*^*^^' 
weighing a number of pieces together, when delivered by 
the coiner to the superintendent, and by the superintend- 
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ent to the depositor, the deviation from the standard weight 
shall not exceed one-hundredth of an ounce in five thousand 
dollars in double-eagles, eagles, half-eagles, or quarter- 
eagles, in one thousand three-dollar pieces, and in one thou- 
sand one-dollar pieces, 
of sUTer coins; Seo. 37. That iu adjusting the weight of the silver coins 
ni^^S^ ^***' the following deviations shall not be exceeded in any single 
piece: In the dollar, the half and quarter dollar, and in the 
dime, one and one-half grains ; and in weighing large num- 
bers of pieces together, when delivered by the coiner to the 
superintendent, and by the superintendent to the depositor, 
the deviations from the standard weight shall not exceed 
two- hundredths of an ounce in one thousand dollars, half- 
dollars, or quarter-dollars, and one-hundredth of an ounce 
in one thousand dimes, 
of minor ooins. Qeo. 38. That in adjusting the weight of the minor coins 
ut^^^ ^*»*- provided by this act, there shall be no greater deviation 

allowed than three grains for the five-cent piece and two 
grains for the three and one cent pieces. 
Coiner to de- Seo. 39. That the coiucr shall, from time to time, as coins 
pJrkitwSient ;*"' ^rc prepared, deliver them to the superintendent, who shall 
Bevised Stat- rcccipt for the samc, and who shall keep a careful record of 
utes,3538. their kind, number, and actual weight; and in receiving 

coins tobe tested, coius it shall be the duty of the superintendent to ascertain, 
"id ^J5,"ot satis- by the trial of a number of single pieces separately, whether 
ctorj, 0. ^^^ coins of that delivery are within the legal limits of the 
standard weight; and if his trials for this purpose shall not 
prove satisfactory, he shall cause all the coins of such de- 
livery to be weighed separately, and such as are not of legal 
weight shall be defaced and delivered to the melter and 
refiner as standard bullion, to be again formed into ingots 
and recoined ; ot the whole delivery may, if more conven- 
ient, be remelted. 
Proceedings at Seo. 40. That at cvcry delivery of coins made by the 
SSS^s by the c^iS- coiner to a superintendent, it shall be the duty of such su- 
tendcnt*'^^^^"^ pcrinteudent, in the presence of the assay er, to take indis- 
Eevteed Stat- criminatcly a certain number of pieces of each variety for 
ates,35.'jj>. the aunual trial of coins, the number for gold coins being 

not less than one piece for each one thousand pieces or any 
fractional part of one thousand pieces delivered ; and for 
silver coins one piece for each two thousand pieces or any 
fractional part of two thousand pieces delivered. The pieces 
so taken shall be carefully sealed up in an envelope, prop- 
erly labeled, stating the date of the delivery, the number 
and denomination of the pieces inclosed, and the amount of 
the delivery from which they*were taken. These sealed 
parcels containing the reserved pieces shall be deposited in 
dp pyx, designated for the purpose at each mint, which shall 
be kept under the joint care of the superintendent and as- 
sayer, and be so secured that neither can have access to its 
contents without the presence of the other, and the reaei'ved 
pieces in their sealed envelopes from the coinage of <wi»ch 
mint shall be transmitted quarterly to the mint at Philibdel- 
phia. A record shall also be kept at the same time of the 
number and denomination of the pieces so taken for the 
annual trial of coins, and of the number and denomination 
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of the pieces represented by them and so delivered, a copy 
of which record shall be transmitted quarterly to the Di- 
rector of the Mint. Other pieces may, at any time, be taken 
for such tests as the Director of the Mint shall prescribe. 

Sec. 41. That the coiner shall, from time to time, deliver /^^V^^ *«•• 
to the snperintendent the clippings and other portions of ^^J^* g^^^ 
bullion remaining after the process of coining; and the su- at«a»854o. 
perintendent shall receipt for the same and keep a carefal 
record of their weight and character. 

Seo. 42. That. the snperintendent shall debit the coiner coinertobe 
with the amount in weight of standard metal of all the bull- w^TaDd'^to be 
ion placed in his hands, and credit him with the amount in ^'^^^ «. . 
weight of all the coins, clippings, and other bullion returned ntes, 854i. 
by him to the superintendent. Once at least in every year, ^ooounts of 
and at such time as the Director of the Mint shall appoint, ooinerandmeiter 
there shall be an accurate and full settlement of the accounts fSu/*2ettied^ St 
of the coiner, and the melter and refiner, at which time the i«»tonoein each 
said officers shall deliver up to the superintendent all the^®"' 
coins, clippings, and other bullion in their possession respect- 
ively, accompaoied by statements of all the bullion delivered 
to them since the last annual settlement, add all the bullion 
returned by them during the same period, including the 
amount returned for the purpose of settlement. 

Sec. 43. That when all the coins, clippings, and other ^s^p^rfj^jd^* 
bullion have been delivered to the superintendent, it shall accoojats, ^o.. of 
be his duty to examine the accounts and statements r©ii-meiter^a®nd*r^ 
dered by the coiner and the melter and refiner, and the dif- finer. 
ference between the amount charged and credited to each at^"^? ®***" 
officer shall be allowed as necessary wastage, if the super- '^ 
intendent shall be satisfied that there has been a bona-fide aUowabie^ n^- 
waste of the precious metals, and if the amount shall not«»»^ wastage. 
exceed, in the case of the melter and refiner, one thousandth 
of the whole amount of gold, and one and one-half thou- 
sandth of the whole amount of silver delivered to him since 
the last annual settlement, and in the case of the coiner, 
one thousandth of the whole amount of silver, and one-half 
thousandth of the whole amount of gold that has been de- 
livered to him by the superintendent; and all copper used 
in the alloy of gold and silver bullion shall be separately 
charged to the melter and refiner, and accounted for by him. 

Seo. 44. That it shall also be the duty of the superin- BaUmce-aneet 
tendent to forward a correct statement of his balance-sheet, tothtpiiwtorof 
at the close of such settlement, to the Director of the Mint, *^|^|j*i g^^^. 
who shall compare the total amount of gold and silver bull- ntes^sMs. 
ion and coin on hand with the total liabilities of the mint. 
At the same time a statement of the ordinary-expense Expense ac- 
account, and the moneys therein, shall also be made by the connt 
superintendent. 

Sec. 45. That when the coins or bars which are the coh,5 o™bOT8 tJ 
equivalent to any deposit of bullion are ready for delivery, depoeitom. 
they shall be paid to the depositor, or his order, by the utM^a^S? ^***' 
superintendent; and the payments shall be made, if de- 
manded, in the order in which the bullion shall have been 
brought to the mint; but in cases where there is delay in 
manipulating a refractory deposit, or for any other unavoid- 
able cause, the payment of subsequent deposits, the value 
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of which is known, shall not be delayed theit^by ^ and in 
the denominations of coin delivered, the superintendent 
shall comply with the wishes of the depositor, except when 
impracticable or inconvenient to do so. 
TJniwrtod bou- Seo. 46. That unpartcd ballion may be exchanged at any 

^m'eZ ^ *^' ^^ ^^ mints for fine bars, on such terms and conditions as 
Bevi8«i Stat- ^^^ ^ prescribed by the Director of the Mint, with the ap- 

atea,854a. proval of the Secretary of the Treasury ; and the fineness, 

weight, and value of tiie bullion received and given in ex- 
change shall in all cases be determined by the mint assay. 
The charge to the depositor for refining or parting shall not 

^cnargeo part- ^^^^^j ^jjg^^ allowcd and dcductcd for the same operation in 

the exchange of unrefined for refined bullion. 
Secretary of the Seo. 47. That for the purposc of enabling the mints and 
keep*&o" money ^*^® assay-of&cc in Ncw York to make returns to depositors 
or baiiion to with as little delay as possible, it shall be the duty of the 
S5Jm fr d^epis- Secretary of the Treasury to keep in the said mints and 
itOTsofbuii^n. assay-of&ce, when the state of the Treasury will admit 
atSaSl. thereof, such an amount of public money, or bullion pro- 

cured for the purpose, as he shall judge convenient and nec- 
essary, out of which those who bring bullion to the said 
mints and assay-of&ce may be paid the value thereof, in 
coin or bars, as soon as practicable after the value has been 
ascertained ; and on payment thereof being made, the bull- 
ion so deposited shall become the property of the United 
witiSdiiwJ*^ ^ States ; but the Secretary of the Treasury may at any time 
^ **^"* withdraw the fund, or any portion thereof. 

Assay commis- Seo. 48. That to sccurc a due conformity in the gold and 
weight of* coSs'*^^^^^ coins to their respective standards of fineness and 
annuaiiy ; Weight, the judgc of the district court of the United States 
ateJ!^3M7^ ^***" ^or the eastcm district of Pennsylvania, the Comptroller of 
the Currency, the assayer of the assay-office at New York, 
and such other persons as the President shall, from time to 
when and where; time, designate, shall meet as assay-commissioners, at the 
' mint in Philadelphia, to examine and test, in the presence 
of the Director of the Mint, the fineness and weight of the 
coins reserved by the several mints for this purpose, on the 
second Wednesday in February, annually, and may con- 
if a minority not tiuuc their meetings by adjournment, if necessary ; if a 
present majority of the commissioners shall fail to attend at any 

time appointed for their meeting, the Director of the Mint 
shall call a meeting of the commissioners at such other time 
Test to be re- ^® ^® ^^T dccm Convenient ; and if it shall appear by such 
port^ as Mitis- examination and test that these coins do not dj^er from the 
factory, if, &o. standard fineness and weight by a greater quantity than is 
allowed by law, the trial shall be considered and reported 
iftestisnotsat- ^® Satisfactory ; but if any greater deviation from the legal 
isfactory, fact to standard or weight shall appear, this fact shall be certified 
oLXin^erTorto the President of the United States 5 and if, on a view of 
to be disquaii- the circumstanccs of the case, he shall so decide, the officer 
or officers implicated in the error shall be thenceforward 
disqualified from holding their respective offices. 
Standard troy Qgo. 49. That for the purposc of securing a due conform- 
SSSof the uni^ ity in weight of the coins of the United States to the pro- 
ted states. visions of this act, the brass troy-pound weight procured by 
the minister of the United States at London, in the year 
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eighteen hnndred and twenty-seven, for the use of the Mint, ^t^J^^Jg! ^*^ 
and now in the custody of the mint at Philadelphia, shall 
be the standard troy i)ound of the Mint of the IJnited 
States, conformably to which the coinage thereof shall be 
regulated. 

Sec. 50. That it shall be the duty of the Director of the standard 
Mint to procure for each mint and assay-oflace, to be kept miit^iSd** aiS^. 
safely thereat, a series of standard weights corresponding o®^ 

tothe aforesaid troy poundpconsisttngof a one-pound weight ute«, 3549. 

and the requisite subdivisions and multiples thereof, from 

the hundredth part of a grain to twenty -five pounds; and 

the troy weights ordinarily employed in the transactions of 

such mints and assay-of&ces shall be regulated according to be ropiated 

to the above standards at least once in every year, under Sy.*®* *' 

the inspection of the superintendent and assayer ; and the 

accuracy of those used at the mint at Philadelphia shall 

be tested annually, in the presence of the assay-commis- 

sioners, at the time of the annual examination and test of 

coins. 

Sec. 51. That the obverse workingdies at each ii^int jj^^Jj^^^^^- 
shall, at the end of each calendar year, be defaced and de- mint to u^ 
stroyed by the coiner in the presence of the superintendent '*SB^Jd' ^tat- 
and assayer. ntes, 3550. 

Seo. 52. That dies of a national character may be exe- Dies of a na- 
cuted by the engraver, and national and other medals struck Jj^J^^J^***}*'' 
by the coiner of the mint at Philadelphia, under such regu- where*may be 
lations as the superintendent, with the approval of the Di- "Proviso 
rector of the Mint, may prescribe: Frovidedj That such Revised stat- 
work shall not interfere with the regular coinage operations, '**®*' ^^^ 
and that no private medal dies shall be prepared at said 
mint, or the machinery or apparatus thereof be used for 
that purpose. 

SiEO. 53. That the moneys arising from all charges and Moneys from 
deductions on and from gold and silver bullion and the J^JP^n^ "J^^to 
manufacture of medals, and from all other sources, except be covered into 
as hereinbefore provided, shall, from time to time, be cov- **^*i^vised'ltat- 
ered into the Treasury of the United States, and no part ol ^^tes, 3552. 
such dedactions or medal charges, or profit on silver or no pan forsaia- 
minor coinage, shall be expended in salaries or wages ; but"®*' *®* 
all expenditures of the mints and assay-offices, not herein Expenditures 
otherwise provided for, shall be paid from appropriations i^prop^fatfo^'s 
made by law on estimates furnished by the Secretary of made, &c. 
the Treasury. 

Sec. 54. That the officers of the United States assay-office officers of as. 
at New York shall be a superintendent, an assayer, and a YOTk*^d*SliJ 
melter and refiner, who shall be appointed by the President, appointment. 
by and with the advice and consent of the Senate. The BnsinMsofthe 
business of said assay-office shall be in all respects similar ^I^JML^'stat' 
to that of the mints, except that bars only, and not coin, ^^^ 8^53. 
shall be manufactured therein ; and no metals shall be pur- 
chased for minor coinage. All bullion intended by the de- Boiuon. 
positor to be converted into coins of the United States, and 
silver bullion purchased for coinage, when assayed, parted, 
and refined, and its net value certified, shall be transferred 
to the mint at Philadelphia, under such directions as shall 
be made by the Secretary of the Treasury, at the expense 



60 hkWB RELATING TO THE COINAGE. 

of the contingent fond of the Mint, and shall be there coined, 

A^jiMtoMiit of and the proceeds returned to the assay-office. And the Sec- 

***'*'^**' retary of the Treasury is hereby authorized to make the 

necessary arrangements for the adjustment of the accounts 
nx)on such transfers between the respective offices. 
DatiM, ice., of Seo. 55. That the duties of the superintendent, assayer, 
SST'S^^U and melter and refiner of said office shaU correspond to 
**^vUek stot- *^^^ ^^ superintendents, assayers, and melters and refiners 
nteti^sM. of mints; and all parts of this act relating to mints and 
their officers, the duties and responsibilities of such officers, 
and others employed therein, the oath to be taken, and the 
bonds and sureties to be given by them, (as far as the same 
may be applicable,) shall extend to the assay-office at Kew 
York, and to its officers, assistants, clerks, workmen, and 
others employed therein, 
their wdaries. Seo. 56. That there shall be allowed to the officers of the 
atM/uM, sft67. assay-office at ikew York City the following salaries per an- 
num : to the superintendent four thousand five hundred 
dollars ; to the assayer, and to the melter and refiner, each, 
three thousand dollars; and the salaries of assistants and 
clerks, and wages to workmen, and their manner of appoint- 
ment, shall be determined and regulated as herein directed 
in regard to mints. 
BMinoM^o^f M^ 8bo. 67. That the business at the branch mint at Denver, 
Denvor, ^Boisd whilc couducted as an assay-office, and of the assay-office 
whero:to°iiiM^*^ ^^^ City, Idaho, and all other assay-offices hereafter to 
ted to what. be established, shall be confined to the receipt of gold and 
ato^^sSS two" ®^^^®^ bullion, for melting and assaying, to be returned to 
BMa' ' depositors of the same, in bars, with the weight and fine- 
ness stamped thereon ; and the officers of assay-offices, when 
their services are necessary, shall consist of an assayer, who 
shall have charge thereof, and a melter, to be appointed by 
the President, by and with the advice and consent of the 
Senate; and the assayer may employ as many clerks, work- 
men, and laborers, under the direction of the Director of 
Offloeraofeaohthe Mint, as may be provided for by law. The salaries of 
their '^Mtear* Said officers shall not exceed the sum of two thousand five 
hundred dollars to the assayer and melter, one thousand 
eight hundred dollars each to the clerks, and the workmen 
and laborers shall receive such wages as are customary ac- 
cording to their respective stations and occupations, 
iheir oath and Seo. 58. That each officer and clerk to be appointed at 
^^'^ such assay-offices, before entering upon the execution of his 

office, shsdl take an oath or affirmation before some judge of 
the United States, or of the Suprejpie Court, as prescribed 
by the act of July second, eighteen hundred and sixty -two 
and each become bound to the United States of America, 
with one or more sureties, to the satisfaction of the Director 
of the Mint or of one of the judges of the supreme court of 
the State or Territory in which the same may be located, 
and of the Secretary of the Treasury, conditioned for the 
dtaTaTaiBs^thfal performance of the duties of their offices; and the 
^ said assayers shall discharge the duties of disbursing agents 

for the payment of the expenses of their r^pective assay- 
offloeB. 
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Seo. 59. That the general direction of the business of Director of the 
assay-offices of the United States shall be under the control ^rSdSKJ^J 
and regulation of the Director of the Mint, subject to the of the asaay^ffi. 
approbation of the Secretary of the Treasury ; and for that JSJlS^^ ^e i 
purpose it shall be the duty of the said Director to prescribe J^j n a , 'and 
such regulations and to require such returns periodically and ^ ^^^^' 
occasioDaHy, and to establish such charges for melting, part- 
ing, assaying, and stamping bullion as shaU appear to him 
to be necessary for the purpose of carrying into effect the 
intention of this act. 

Sbo. 60. That all the provisions of this act for the regu- uSSto&inu 
lation of the mints of the United States, and tor the gov- J^»ppiy to assay 
emment of the officers and persons employed therein, and** R^sed stat- 
for the punishment of all offenses connected with the mints ^^^ ^^• 
or coinage of the United States, shall be, and they are 
hereby declared to be, in full force in relation to the assay- 
offices, as far as the same may be applicable thereto. 

Sec. 61. That if any person or persons shall falsely make, oountSrfouTn g' 
forge, or counterfeit, or cause or procure to be falsely made, f^- »ny f^^^.f 
forged, or counterfeited, or willingly aid or assist in falsely tud5/£c!;™ 
making, forging, or counterfeiting, any coin or bars in re- ^tof®^^ ®***" 
semblance or similitude of the gold or silver coins or bars, 
which have been, or hereafter may be, coined or stamped 
at the mints and assay-offices of the IFnited States, or in 
resemblance or similitude of any foreign gold or silver coin 
which by law is, or hereafter may be made, current in the 
United States, or are in actual use and circulation as money 
within the United States, or shall pass, utter, publish, or 
sell, or attempt to pass, utter, publish, or sell, or bring haviogin posses 
into the United States from any foreign place, or have ^^ ^ttch^roan. 
in his possession, any such false, forged, or counterfeited ter'^eitod,&o!i 
coin or bars, knowing the same to be false, forged, or^***"***'^^'*"' 
counterfeited, every person so offending shall be deemed 
guilty of felony, and shall, on conviction thereof, be pun- 
ished by fine not exceeding five thousand dollars, and 
by imprisonment and confinement at hard labor not ex- 
ceeding ten years, according to the aggravation of the of- 
fense. 

Sec. 62. That if any x>erson or persons shall falsely make, ^k^ &S^ minor 
forge, or counterfeit, or cause or procure to be falsely made, ^^^^^^'fa^iS^e 
forged, or counterfeited, or willingly aid or assist in falsely cofnsT^I 
making, forging, or counterfeiting, any coin in the resem- ute^Slssf ^*** 
blance or similitude of any of the minor coinage which has 
been, or hereafter may be, coined at the mints of the 
United States; or shall pass, utter, publish, or sell, or bring 
into the United States from any foreign place, or have in 
his possession, any such false, forged, or counterfeited coin, 
with intent to defraud any body politic or corporation, or 
any person or persons whatsoever, every person so offend- 
ing shall be deemed guilty of felony, and shall, on convic- 
tion thereof, be punished by fine not exceeding one thousand 
dollars and by imprisonment and confinement at hard labor 
not exceeding three years. 

Seo. 63. That if any person shall fraudulently, by any ^^ fraudulently 
art, way, or means whatsoever, deface, mutilate, impair, impaiigig.&c. 
diminish, falsify, scale, or lighten the gold or silver coins l^ntTOhia?^*'^ 
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BeriMd Stat- which have been, or which shall hereafter be, coined at the 
niea, 5460. mints of the United States, or any foreign gold or silver 

coins which are by law made current, or are in actaal ase 
and circalation as money within the United States, every 
person so offending shall be deemed guilty of a high misde- 
meanor, and shall be imprisoned not exceeding two years, 
and fined not exceeding two thousand dollars. 
Jorfnwid^ontiy Sec. 64. That if any of the gold or silver coins which 
or ■iivOTcoin?*of shall bc struck or coined at any of the mints of the United 
stotes^ " * * ® ^ States shall be debased, or made worse as to the proportion 

of fine gold or fine silver therein contained; or shall be of 

less weight or value than the same ought to be, pursuant 

or defacing to the scvcral acts relative thereto ; or if any of the weights 

weights, &0. iiged at any of the mints or assay-offices of the United 

States shall be defaced, increased, or diminished through 
the fault or connivance of any of the officers or persons who 
shall be employed at the said mints or assay-offices, with a 
Penalty forem- fraudulent iutcut; and if any of the said officers or persons 
OT^i^f, ^^^ ^^^^^ embezzle any of the metals which shall at any time be 
*o. ' committed to their charge for the purpose of being coined, 

or any of the coins which shall be struck or coined at the 
said mints, or any medals, coins, or other moneys of said 
mints or assay-offices at any time committed to their charge, 
or of which they may have assumed the charge, every such 
officer or person who shall commit any or either of the said 
offenses shall be deemed guilty of felony, and shall be im- 
prisoned at hard labor for a term not less than one year 
nor more than ten years, and shall be fined in a sum not 
exceeding ten thousand dollars, 
w^^aot to Seo. 65. That this act shall take eflfect on the first day of 
take eflfect. April, eighteen hundred and seventy-three, when the offices 
iire?at. Ao**^ ^^ *^^ treasurer of the mints in Philadelphia, San Francisco, 
eatod. °" ^^ and New Orleans shall be vacated, and the assistant treasurer 

at New York shall cease to perform the duties of treasurer of 

other officers, the assay-officc. The other officers and employees of the 

Sve^Sds! &o^ inints and assay-offices now appointed shall continue to hold 

Kovw^ ^^ their respective offices, they having first given the neces- 

^ ®' sary bonds, until further appointments may be required, the 

Director of the Mint at PhUadelphia being styled and acting 
Super intend, as Superintendent thereof. The duties of the treasurers shaU 
^asnrer^' ***devolve as herein provided upon the superintendents, and 
aotoSywTMsiB^®^^^ treasurers shall act only as assistant treasurers of 
antixeasureraf the United Statcs .* Prot7i(2a(2, That the Salaries heretofore 
Salaries not di- paid to the trcasurcrs of the mints at Philadelphia, San 
™^^ ® * Francisco, and New Orleans, acting as assistant treas- 
urers, shall hereafter be paid to them as ^' assistant treas- 
urers of the United States," and that the salary of the as- 
sistant treasurer at New York shall not be diminished by 
the vacation of his office as treasurer of the assay-office. 
Kames ot^the Seo. 66. That the different mints and assay-offices author- 
andaBe»y^ffices!ized by this act Shall be known as ^'the mint of the United 
uSr^ s*»^ States at Philadelphia," "the mint of the United States at 
San Francisco," "the mint of the United States at Carson," 
"the mint of the United States at Denver," "the United 
States assay-office at New York," and " the United States 
assay -office at Boise City, Idaho," " the United States assay- 
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office at Obarlotte, Kortb Carolina;" and all unexpended irnexpendedap. 
appropriations heretofore authorized by law for tie use of p"*p^**®^*- 
the mint of the United States at Philadelphia, the branch- 
mint of the United States in California, the branch-mint of 
the United States at Denver, the United States assay-office 
in New York, the United States assay-office at Ohariotte, 
Korth Carolina, and the United States assay-office at Boise 
City, Idaho, are hereby authorized to be transferred for the 
account and use of the institutions established and located 
respectively at the places designated by this act. 

Seo. 67. That this act shall be known as the ^^ Coinage tms act to be 
act of eighteen hundred and seventy -three ;'' and all other ^^^of®*^**^® 
acts and parts of acts pertaining to the mints, assay-offices, 
and coinage of the United States inconsistent with the pro- 
visions of this act are hereby repealed: Frovided, That this otheracu,&CM 
act shall not be construed to affect any act done, right ac- J^Pgai^i^^^^J. 
crued, or penalty incurred, under former acts, but every such feet, &o. 
right is hereby saved ; and all suits and prosecutions for 
acts already done in violation of any former act or acts of 
Congress relating to the subjects embraced in this act may 
be begun or proceeded with in like manner as if this act had 
not been passed ; and all penal clauses and provisions in 
existing laws relating to the subjects embraced in this act 
shall be deemed applicable thereto: And provided further, 
That so much of the first section of "An act making appro- Bepeai of lutrt 

priations for sundry civil expenses of the Government for the 8^.^iy®;oi!i6?*' 
year ending June thirty, eighteen hundred and seventy-one, 
and for other purposes," approved July fifteen, eighteen 
hundred and seventy, as provides that until after the com- 
pletion and occupation of the branch-mint building in San 
Francisco, it shall be lawful to exchange, at any mint or 
branch-mint of the United States, unrefined or unparted 
bullion, whenever, in the opinion of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, it can be done with advantage to the Government, 
is hereby repealed. 

Approved, February 12, 1873. 



Chap. XlX.—An^iot authorizing coinage to he execute at the mints of the Jan. 29 1874. 

United States for foreign countries, . '- — *- - 



Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of Execution of 
file United States of America in Congress assembled^ That it^^roign ooinaice 
shall be lawful for coinage to be executed at the mints of miJu*^ ^**^ 
the United States, for any foreign countries applying for 
the same, according to the legally prescribed standards and 
devices of such country, under such regulations as the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury" may prescribe ; and the charge for 
the same shall be equal to the expense thereof, including 
labor, materials, and use of machinery, to be fixed by the 
Birector of the Mint, with the approval of the Secretary of 
the Treasury: Provided, That the manufacture of such coin ^nvm, 
shall not interfere with the required coinage of the United 
States. 

Approved, January 29, 1874. 
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June 22, 1874. Chap. 419. — An act authorizing the transfer of gold mint bars from the 

bullion fund of the assay office New York to the Assistant Treasurer at 
New York, 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of 

Transfer of the United states of America in Congress assembled, That the 

Slfa^t ^^ Secretary of the Treasury may, from time to time, transfer to 

nrer at New the ofBce of the Assistant Treasurer at New York from the 

^' * bullion ftind of the assay oflSce at New York, refined gold 

bars bearing the United States stampof fineness, weight and 

value, or bars from any melt of foreign gold coin or bullion 

of standard equal to or above that of the United States 

Mavbeappiiedand may apply the same to the redemption of coin certifl- 

cSin oSiSflSrtes^cates or in exchange for gold coins at not less than par and 

«*«• ' not less than the market value subject to such regulations 

as he may prescribe. 

Approved, June 22, 1874. 



Jan. 14, 1875. CHAP. XV. — An act to provide for the resumption of specie payments. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
coiS^for^the re^ ^^ ITwited^ States of America in Congress assembled^ That the 
demptionof frac* Secretary of the Treasuryis hereby authorized and required, 
antoori^®"*'^ as rapidly as practicable, to cause to be coined, at the mints 
of the United States, silver coins of the denominations of 
ten, twenty-five, and fifty cents, of standard value, and to 
issue them in redemption of an equal number and amount 
of fractional currency of similar denominations, or, at his 
discretion, he may issue such silver coins through the mints, 
the sub-treasuries, public depositaries and post-oflBces of 
the United States j and, upon such issue, he is hereby au- 
thorized and required to redeem an equal amount of such 
fractional currency, until the whole amount of such frac- 
tional currency outstanding shall be redeemed. 
Repeal of an- Sec. 2. That SO much of scctiou three thousand five hun- 
fpe'JcLteJ^^? dred and twenty-four of the Revised Statutes of the United 
bSu'^ntoto cein^ Statcs as providcs for a charge of one-fifth of one per centum 
ce n. ^^^ converting standard gold bullion into coin is hereby 
repealed 5 and hereafter no charge shall be made for that 
service. 
Repeal of Umi- Sec, 3. That scctiou fivc thousaud one hundred and sev- 
^ate°amou2P''of enty-seven of the Revised Statutes, limiting the aggregate 
circulating amouut of circulating notes of national banking associations 
^ be, and is hereby, repealed ; and each existing banking asso- 

ciation may increase its circulating notes in accordance with 
existing law without respect to said aggregate limit; and 
new banking associations may be organized in accordance 
with existing law without respect to said aggregate limit; 
Repeal of pro- ^ud the provisious of law for the withdrawal and redistribu- 
dmw'iMdredi*^ tiouof national bank currency among the several States and 
tribution! ^ '* Territories are hereby repealed. And whenever, and so 
often, as circulating notes shall be issued to any such bank- 
ing association, so increasing its capital or circulating notes, 
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or SO newly organized as aforesaid, it shall be the duty of ^^^^^^^^^suaes 
Secretary of the Treasury to redeem the legal tender United $300,000,000 to*be 
Sfates notes in excess only of three hundred million of dol- te^^t?o°to*^fn! 
lars,to the amountof eighty per centum of the sum of nation- crease of nation- 
al-bank notes so issued to any such banking association as tLn!"^ wrcuia- 
aforesaid and to continue such redemption as such circulat- 
ing notes are issued until there shall be outstanding the sum 
of three hundred million dollars of such legal-tender United 
States notes, and no more. And on and after the first day of Redemption of 
January, anno Domini, eighteen hundred and seventy-nine, notes in^^cofn 
the Secretary of the Treasury shall redeem, in coin, the Jj^'^ *'^*^^"'y i» 
United States legal- tender notes then outstanding, on their 
presentation for redemption at the office of the assistant 
treasurer of the United States in the city of New York, in 
sums of not less than fifty dollars. And to enable the Sec- Appropriation, 
retary of the Treasury to prepare and provide for the re- 
demption in this act authorized or required, he is authorized 
to use any surplus revenues, irom time to time, in the Treas- 
ury not otherwise appropriated, and to issue, sell and dis-^^®'*^®^{j[^jJ;°J^^ 
pose of, at not less than par, in coin, either of the descriptions of ^ reVe^e mT^g 
of bonds of the United States described in the act of Con- S>°t^ ®***** 
gress approved July fourteenth, eighteen hundred and sev- 
enty, entitled "An act to authorize the refunding of the 
national debt,'' with like qualities, privileges, and exemp- 
tions, to the extent necessary to carry this act into full effect, 
and to use the proceeds thereof for the purposes aforesaid. 
And all provisions of law inconsistent with the provisions 
of this act are hereby repealed. 

Approved, January 14, 1876. 



Chap. CXLIII. — An act authorizing the coinage of a ttoeniy-cent piece of -^^^ 3 jg^j 

silver at the mints of the United States, — 1- 



Be it enacted hy the Senate and Rouse of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled^ That Twenty-cent 
there shall be, from time to time, coined at the mints of the s^jjjj ^oln^^ ^^^ 
United States, conformably in all respects to the coinage 17, p. 424." '^^' 
act of eighteen hundred and seventy-three, a silver coin of ^^g^^j^^ ^*^*" 
the denomination of twenty cents, and of the weight of five Repealed. 
grams. 

Sec. 2. That the twenty-cent piece shall be a legal tender Legal tender 
at its nominal value for any amount not exceeding five dol- ^^^i^^** ^^^^s. 
lars in any one payment. 

Sec. 3. That in adjusting the weight of the twenty-cent Deviation from 
piece, the deviation from the standard weight shall not ex- standard weight, 
ceed one and one-half grains; and in weighing a large num- 
ber of pieces together, when delivered by the coiner to the 
superintendent and by the superintendent to the depositor 
the deviation from the standard weight shall not exceed 
two hundredths of an ounce in one thousand pieces. 

Sec. 4. That all laws now in force in relation to the coins Existing lawa 
of the United States, and the coinage of the same, shall, as a ppiicaT)ie to 
far as practicable, have full force and effect in relation to ^'^^^ ^^^' 
the coin hereby authorized whether the said laws are penal 

COIN 5 
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or otherwise, and whether they are for preventing counter- 
feiting or abasement, for protecting the currency, for regu- 
lating the process of coining and the preparation therefor, 
or for the security of the coin, or for any other purpose. 

Approved, March 3, 1875. 



Apr. 17, 1878. Chap. LXIII.— ^h act to provide for a deficiency in the Printing and En- 
graving Bureau of the Treasury Department, and for the issue of silver 
coin of the United States in place of fractional currency i 

Be it enOfCted by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress a^semhledj • • • 

redlmptiJU S ^^^' ^* ^^** ^^® Secretary of the Treasury is hereby 
fractional our- directed to issue silver coins of the United States, of the 
'*'Re^8ed Stat- denomination of ten, twenty, twenty-five, and fifty cents of 
utAB, 3513. standard value, in redemption of an equal amount of frac- 

tional currency, whether the same be now in the Treasury 
awaiting redemption, or whenever it may be presented for 
redemption; and the Secretary of the Treasury may, under 
regulations of the Treasury Department, provide for such 
redemption and issue by substitution at the regular sub- 
treasuries and public depositories of the United States until 
the whole amount of fractional currency outstanding shall 
reSo'^to'be *^^rt ^® redeemed. And the fractional currency redeemed under 
•f^ainkkigfimd. this act Shall bc held to be a part of the sinking-fund pro- 
vided for by existing law, the interest to be computed there- 
on, as in the case of bonds redeemed under the act relating 
to the sinking-fund. 

Approved, April 17, 1876. 



July 22, 1878. [No. 17.] Joint resolution for tlie issue of silver ool*. 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 

Silver coin to United States of America in Congress assembled. That the 

change for legal- Secretary of the Treasury, under such limits and regulations 

tender notee. g^g ^ijj j^^g^ securc a just and fair distribution of the same 

through the country, may issue the silver coin at any time 
in the Treasury to an amount not exceeding ten million dol- 
lars, in exchange for an equal amount of legal-tender notes; 

ke^t^as** cia!^^^ *^^ uotcs SO rcceivcd in exchange shall be kept as a 
fund.** * ^^^^^ special fund separate and apart from all other money in the 
Use of. Treasury, and be reissued only upon the retirement and de- 

struction of a like sum of fractional currency received at the 
Treasury in payment of dues to the United States; and said 
fractional currency, when so substituted, shall be destroyed 
and held as part of the sinking-fund, as provided in the act 
approved April seventeen,eighteen hundred and seventy-six, 

noT to bl "^^e^S ^^^' ^* ^*^^* ^^® trade dollar shall not hereafter be a legal 
tender. ^^ tender, and the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby author- 
ized to limit from time to time the coinage thereof to such 
coinageof.raay ^u amouut as he may deem sufi&cient to meet the exjwrt de- 
be limited. maud for the same. 
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Sec. 3. That in addition to the amount of subsidiary sil- ^^^^l^ ^^^' 
ver coin authorized by law to be issued in redemption of the " ^*' 
fractional currency it shall be lawful to manufacture at the si^u^^^b ?[ v"^r 
several min ts, and issue through the Treasury and its several coin authorized. 
offices, such coin, to an amount, that, including the amount 
of subsidiary silver coin and of fractional currency out- 
standing, shall, in the aggregate, not exceed, at any time 
filty million dollars. 

Seo. 4. That the silver bullion required for the purposes Purchase of 
of this resolution shall be purchased, from time to time, at ^°^"<>"- 
market rate, by the Secretary of the Treasury, with any 
money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated; but no Price limited. 
purchase of bullion shall be made under this resolution when 
the market-rate for the same shall be such as will not admit 
of the coinage and issue, as herein provided, without loss 
to the Treasury; and any gain or seigniorage arising from seignioTOge to 
this coinage shall be accounted for and paid into the Treas- ® ^^^^^ ®^- 
ury, as provided under existing laws relative to the subsid- 
iary coinage: Provided, That the amount of money at Proviso. 
any one time invested in such silver bullion, exclusive of 
such resulting coin shall not exceed two hundred thousand 
dollars. 

Approved, July 22, 1876. 



Chap. XXIV.~-4n act to amend section fifty-four hundred and fifty-seven Jan. 16, 1877. 
of the Bevised Statutes of the United States relating to counterfeiting, 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress a^semhledj That sec- Eevised stat. 
tion fifty-four hundred and fifty- seven of the Eevised Stat- utes, 5457 amend- 
utes of the United States, be, and the same is hereby, 
amended so as to read as follows: 

Every person who falsely makes, forges, or counterfeits, counterfeiting, 
or causes or procures to be falsely made, forged, or counter- ®**'' *^^' ®*®- 
feited, or wiDingly aids or assists in falsely making, forging, 
or counterfeiting, any coin or bars in resemblance or simili- 
tude of the gold or silver coins or bars which have been, or 
hereafter may be, coined or stamped at the mints and assay- 
offices of the United States, or in resemblance or similitude 
of any foreign gold or silver coin which by law is, or here- 
after may be, current in the United States, or are in actual 
use and circulation as money in the United States, or who 
passes, utters, publishes, or sells, or attempts to pass, utter, 
publish, or sell, or bring into the United States from any 
foreign place, knowing the same to be false, forged, or coun- 
terfeit, with intent to defraud any body politic or corporate, 
or any other person or persons whatsoever, or has in his 
possession any such false, forged, or counterfeited coin or 
bars, knowing the same to be false, forged, or counterfeited, 
with intent to defraud any body politic or corporate, or any 
other person or persons whatsoever, shall be punished by a 
fine of not more than five thousand dollars, and by imprison- Penalty 
ment at hard labor not more than ten years. 

Approved, January 16, 1877. 
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Feb. 28, 1878. [PUBLIC — ^No. 16.] An act to authorize the coinage of the standard tihor 
dollar, and to reatof*e its legal-tender character. 



Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives oj 
Coinage of 8ii- ^^e United States of America in Congress a^sefnbled^ That 
ver o aw. there shall be coined, at the several mints of the United 
Weight and states, silver dollars of the weight of four hundred and 
fineness. twolvo and a half grains troy of standard silver, as pro- 

vided in the act of January eighteenth, eighteen hundred 
thirty-seven, on which shall be the devices and superscrip- 
tions provided by said act; which coins together with all 
silver dollars heretofore coined by the United States, of like 
Legal tender, weight aud fiueuess. Shall be a legal tender at their nomi- 
nal value, for all debts and dues public and private, except 
where otherwise expressly stipulated in the contract. And 
^^^^Jjjo^**!- the Secretary of the Treasury is authorized and directed to 

purchase, from time to time, silver bullion, at the market 
price thereof, not less than two million dollars worth per 
month, nor more than four million dollars worth per mouthy 
and cause the same to be coined monthly, as fast as so pur- 
chased, into such dollars; and a sum sufficient to carry out 
the foregoing provision of this act is hereby appropriated 
out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropri- 
hovEi^i^t^ ated. And any gain or seigniorage arising from this coin- 
Treasury. agc shall be accouutcd for and paid into the Treasury, as 

provided under existing laws relative to the subsidiary 
Proviso. coinage: Provided, That the amount of money at any one 
time invested in such silver bullion, exclusive of such result- 
ing coin, shall not exceed five million dollars : And provided 
further^ That nothing in this act shall be construed to au- 
thorize the payment in silver of certificates of deposit issued 
under the provisions of section two hundred and fifty- four 
of the Revised Statutes. 
The President Seo. 2. That immediately after the passage of this act, 
states \o^SvUe *^® President shall invite the Governments of the countries 
the countries composing the Latin Union, so called, and of such other 
LaTm^uSfon Ind Europcau uatious as he may deem advisable, to join the 
other European United Statcs in a conference to adopt a common ratio be- 
conference with twccu gold and silvcr, for the purpose of establishing, in- 

stetes t?adoptt ^^^^^^'^^^^^^y? ^^^ ^®^ ^^ bi-mctallic money, aud securing 
common ratio be- fixity of relative value between those metals; such confer- 

iSve?, e^!^ *°^ ®"^® ^ ^® ^^^^ ^^ ^^^^ place, in Europe or in the United 

States, at such time within six months, as may be mutually 
agreed upon by the Executives of the Governments joining 
in the same, whenever the Governments so invited, or any 
three of them, shall have signified their willingness to unite 
in the same. 
Commissioners, The President shall, by and with the advice and consent 
how appointed, of the Senate, appoint three commissioners, who shall attend 
such conference on behalf of the United States, and shall 
report the doings thereof to the President, who shall trans- 
mit the same to Congress, 
Compensation Said commissiouers shall each receive the sum of two 
thousand five hundred dollars and their reasonable ex- 
penses, to be ai)proved by the Secretary of State; and the 
amount necessary to pay such compensation and expenses 
is hereby appropriated out of any money in the Trwtsury 
not otherwise appropriated. 
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Sec. 3. That any holder of the coin authorized by this ^f *^J®^^ ^"\'t^ 
act may deposit the same with the Treasurer or any assist- wfth *T?IS^urer 
ant treasurer of the United States, in sums not less than Jrea8*ure?i^°n 
ten dollars, and receive therefor certificates of not less than what sums!*' 
ten dollars each, corresponding^ with the denominations of ^^^Bue^of certm- 
the United States notes. The coin deposited for or repre- ^coln to blhlla 
senting the certificates shall be retained in the Treasury for certmcatM ^**''°' 
the payment of the same on demand. Said certificates shall 
be receivable for customs, taxes, and all public dues, and, 
when so received, may be reissued. 

Sec. 4. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent with the 
provisions of this act are hereby repealed. 

SAM. J. RANDALL, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

W. A. WHEELER, 
Vice-President of the United States and 

President of the Senate. 

In the House op Representatives U. S. 

February 28^ 1878. 

The President of the United States having returned to 
the House of Representatives, in which it originated, the 
bill, entitled "An act to authorize the coinage of the stand- 
ard silver dollar, and to restore its legal-tender character,'^ 
with his objections thereto; the House of Representatives 
proceeded in pursuance of the Constitution to reconsider 
the same; and 

Resolved^ That the said bill pass, two-thirds of the House 
of Representatives agreeing to pass the same. 

Attest : GEO. M. ADAMS, 

Cleric. 
By GREEN ADAMS, 

Chief Cleric. 

In the Senate op the United States 

February 28, 1878, 

The Senate having proceeded, in pursuance of the Con- 
stitution, to reconsider the bill entitled "An act to author- 
ize the coinage of the standard silver dollar, and to restore 
its legal-tender character," returned to the House of Repre- 
sentatives by the President of the United States, with his 
objections, and sent by the House of Representatives to the 
Senate with the message of the President returning the 
bill; 

Resolved^ That the bill do pass, two-thirds of the Senate 
agreeing to pass the same. 

Attest: GEO. C. GORHAM, 

Secretary of the Senate, 



Chap. 79. — An act to prohibit the coinage of the twenty cent piece of silver. May 2, 1878. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled^ That g.^^^^. 20-cent 
^om, and after the passage of this act, the coinage of the pieces, coinage 
tw^enty cent piece of silver, by the Government of the °^' p^^*^*^^*®^* 
United States be, and the same is hereby prohibited. And 
all laws in conflict with this act are hereby repealed. 
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Jnne 8, 1878. Chap. 170. — An Act to authorize the Secretary of the Treasury to oonati- 

tute Superintendents of Mints or Assayers in Assay-officeSf Assistant 
Treasurers of the United States. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
Snperintend-ffec United States of America^ in Congress assembled^ That 
ISiJyIS 'may b^ the Secretary of the Treasury be and he is hereby author- 
«on8titated as- ized to constitute any saperintendent of a mint or assayer 
era. ° ^®*«"^- Qf axjy assay-office, an assistant treasurer of the United 
For what pur- Statcs without additional compensation, to receive gold coin 
^***®' - and bullion on deposit for the purposes provided for in sec- 

tion two hundred and fifty- four of the Revised Statutes. 

Approved, June 8, 1878. 



June 19, 1878. CHAP. 329. — An Act making appropriations for the legislative, executive 

and judicial expenses of the government for the fiscal year ending June 

thirtieth eighteen hundred and seventy-nine, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives oj 
the United States of America in Congress assembledj ♦ ♦ * 

Paymenta to And for the purposc of enabling the several mints and 
mfnts^eto*^* ** assay-officcs of the United States to make returns to depos- 
™ ° ^' itors with as little delay as possible, the provisions of section 

ii.s.,3645. thirty-five hundred and forty-five of the Revised Statutes 
of the United States shall hereafter apply to the several 
mints and assay-offices of the United States; and the Sec- 

uw of coin retary of the Treasury is hereby authorized to use, as far 
certifloates. as hc may deem it proper and expedient, for payment to 

depositors of bullion at the several mints and assay-offices, 
coin certificates, representing coin in the Treasury, and 
issued under the provisions of section two hundred and 

E. s., 254. fifty-four of the Revised Statutes of the United States; all 
of said acts and duties to be performed under such rules 
and regulations as shall be prescribed by the Secretary of 

XTae of charges *^® Treasury. And it shall be lawful to apply the moneys 
to pay expenses, arising from charges collected from depositors at the sev- 
eral mints and assay-offices pursuant to law, to defraying 
the expenses thereof, including labor, material, wastage, 
and use of machinery; and only so much of the appropria- 
tions herein made for the mints and assay offices respectively, 
shall be used for said mints and assay-offices as shall be 
necessary for the operations of the same, after the moneys 
arising from the charges aforesaid shall have been exhausted 
as herein provided. But in no event shall the expenditures 
of said mints and assay-offices exceed the amount of the 
specific appropriations herein made for same. 



Hai*cli 3, 1879. Chap. 182.— Jn act making appropriations for sundry civil expenses of the 

Government for the fiscal year ending June thirtieth, eighteen hundred 

and eighty and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate a/nd House of Representatives oJ 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, That the 
following sums be, and the same are hereby, appropriated 
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for the objects hereinafter expressed, for the fiscal year 
eading June thirtieth, eighteen handred and eighty, namely ; 

******* 

Transportation of United States securities : For trans- onScJStiS^*^^" 
portation of notes, bonds, and other securities of the United 
States, sixty thousand dollars; and so much of the act 
"making appropriations for the legislative, executive, and 
judicial expenses of the Government for the fiscal year end- 
ing June thirtieth, eighteen hundred and seventy-nine, and 
for other purposes,'' approved June nineteenth, eighteen 
hundred and seventy- eight, as authorizes the Secretary of 
the Treasury to issue coin certificates in exchange for bul- catea!^ c®rtifi. 
lion deposited for coinage at mints and assay-offices other 
than those mentioned in section thirty-flve hundred and 
forty-five of the Eevised Statutes, be, and the same is hereby, ^ ®-» ^^^• 
repealed ; said repeal to take efi;ect at the end of the present 
fiscal year. 



Chap. 12. — An Act to provide for the exchange' of subeidiary ooine for law- Jnne 9, 1879. 

ful money of the United States under certain circumstances , and to make 

such coins a legal tender in all sums not exceeding ten dollars and for 
other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of ike United States of Americain Congress assembled^ ThatcoSw. 
the holder of any of the silver coins of the United States 
of smaller denomination than one dollar, may, on presenta- 
tion of the same in sums of twenty dollars, or any multiple 
thereof, at the office of the Treasurer or any assistant 
treasurer of the United States, receive therefor lawful 
money of the United States. 

Sec. 2. The Treasurer or any assistant treasurer of the Kedemption 
United States who may receive any coins under the pro- 
vision of this act shall exchange the same in sums of 
twenty dollars, or any multiple thereof, for lawful money 
of the United States, on demand of any holder thereof. 

Sec. 3. That the present silver coins of the United States Legal tender. 
of smaller denominations than one dollar shall hereafter be 
a legal tender in all sums not exceeding ten dollars in full 
payment of all dues public and private. 

Sec. 4. That all laws or parts of laws in conflict with this Kepeais. 
act be, and the same are hereby, repealed. 



Chap. 190. — An act to authorize the receipt of United States gold coin in M&j 26, 1882. 

exchange for gold bars. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembledj That the Receipts of 
superintendents of the coinage mints, and of the United ?hin|?*for°gofd 
States assay office at Kew York, are hereby authorized to bare. 
receive United States gold coin from any holder thereof in R. s.,8ec.35i8. 
sums not less than five thousand dollars, and to pay and 
deliver in exchange therefor gold bars in value equaling 
sue! I coin so received. 
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August?, 1882. Chap. 433. — An act making appropriations for sundry owil expenses of the 

Government for the fiscal year ending June thirtiethy eighteen hundred 
and eighty-three, and for other purposes. 

•iranaportation FoF the transportation of silver coins: That the Secre- 
SftilJgr^^'^tary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, authorized and 
directed to transport, free of charge, silver coins when re- 
B. s., 860.8527. quested to do so: Provided, That an equal amount in coin 
or currency shall have been deposited in the Treasury by 
the applicant or applicants; and that there is hereby ap- 
propriated ten thousand dollars, or so much thereof as may 
be necessary, for that purpose, and that the same be avail- 
able from and after the passage of this act. 

• •••••• 



Angast 4, 1886. Chap. 902. — An act making appropriations for sundry oivil expenses of the 

Govemmentf for the fiscal year ending June thirtieth, eighteen hundred 

and eighty-seven, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
saver certifl- the United States of America in Congress assembled, ♦ • » 
MdflvedSuaxIto And the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby authorized and 
be issued. required to issue silver-certificates in denominations of one, 
two, and five dollars, and the silver- certificates herein au- 
thorized shall be receivable, redeemable, and payable in 
like manner and for like purposes as is provided for silver- 
certificates by the act of February twenty-eighth, eighteen 
hundred and seventy-eight, entitled "An act, to authorize 
the coinage of the standard silver dollar, and to restore its 
legal-tender character,'' and denominations of one, two, and 
five dollars may be issued in lieu of silver- certificates of 
larger denominations in the Treasury or in exchange there- 
for upon presentation by the holders and to that extent said 
certificates of larger denominations shall be cancelled and 
destroyed. 

Transportation Tbansportation OF SILVER COIN : For transportation 
free^ot'^'charg^J."* ^^ silvcr coiu, including fractional silver coin by registered 
mail or otherwise, forty thousand dollars; and in expend- 
ing this sum the Secretary of the Treasury is authorized 
and directed to transport from the Treasury or subtreas- 
B.S., sec. 8627. urics, free of Charge, silver coin when requested to do so; 
Provided, That an equal amount in coin or currency shall 
have been deposited in the Treasury or such subtreasuries 
by the applicant or applicants. And the Secretary of the 
Treasury shall report to Congress the cost arising under 
this appropriation, 

• •••••• 
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ACT OF FEBRUARY 19, 1887. 

An act far the retirement and recoin<tge of the trade-dollar. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and Hottse of Representatives of ^^^'i*!,"^®/' 
the United States of America in Congress assembled^ That for eiWer ci'iii? °' 
a period of six months after the passage of this act, United 
States trade-dollars, if not defaced, mutilated, or stamped, 
shall be received at the office of the Treasurer, or any 
assistant treasurer of the United States in exchange for a 
like amount, dollar for dollar, of standard silver dollars, 
or of subsidiary coins of the United States. 

Sec. 2. That the trade-dollars received by, paid to, <>rj^n^***p^^™®g°t 
deposited with the Treasurer or any assistant treasurer tnkie doUarf.^ ^ 
or national depositary of the United States shall not be 
paid out or in any other manner issued, but, at the expense 
of the United States, shall be transmitted to the coinage 
mints and recoined into standard silver dollars or subsidiary 
coin, at the discretion of the Secretary of the Treasury: 
Provided^ That the trade dollars recoined under this act 
shall not be counted as part of the silver bullion required 
to be purchased and coined into standard dollars as 
required by the act of February twenty-eighth, eighteen 
hundred and seventy-eight. 

Seo. 3. That all laws and parts of laws authorizing the f^*'^*^**,?*** 

,. j»TT*xjc8Ai. Ajjii coin trade dollars 

coinage and issuance of United States trade-dollars are repealed. 
hereby repealed. 

deceived by the President, February 19, 1887. 

[Note by the Department of State. — The foregoing 
act having been presented to the President of the United 
States for his approval, and not having been returned by 
him to the house of Congress in which it originated within 
the time prescribed by the Constitution of the United 
States, has become a law without his approval.] 



Chap. 411. — An act maJdng appropriaiiona for sundry dvil expensee of Haroh 2, 1889. 
the Government for the fiscal year ending June thirtieth, eighteen hundred 
and ninety, and for other purposes, 

"That hereafter it shall not be lawful to use any portion Prohibiting 
of the so called "silver profit fund" or of the appropria- prSawSn^^Tor 
tion for "storage silver transportation" for the purpose ^^ 8if"e?donar8" °^ 
paying the expenses of the transportation of standard sil- ^^K!s.,8ec.'^s527. 
ver dollars from the mints or the sub-treasuries to the 
Treasury at Washington, District of Columbia." 

• ••*•*• 
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J«ly 14, 1800. Chap. TOS.—^n Act direeting the j^rchase of Hlver hullUm and the issue 
of Dreaeury notes thereon, and for other purposes. 



Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
Silver buuion the United States of America in Congress assembled^ That the 
to be purchased. Secretary of the Treasury is hereby directed to purchase, 
Mtonthiyaggre- fi*om time to time, silver bullion to the aggregate amount 
^* ' of four million five hundred thousand ounces, or so much 

thereof as may be offered in each month, at the market 
Limitof price, price thereof, not exceeding one dollar for three hundred 
and seventy-one and twenty-five hundredths grains of 
Twaeury notes pure silver, and to issue in payment for such purchases 
meiiTof%?r^of silvcr bulUou Treasury uotes of the United States to be 
chases. prepared by the Secretary of the Treasury, in such form 

Denomina- and of such denominations, not less than one dollar nor 
notes."' ****' ^ more than one thousand dollars, as he may prescribe, and 
a sum suf^cient to carry into effect the provisions of this 
Appropriation, ^ct is hereby appropriated out of any money in the Treas- 
ury not otherwise appropriated. 

Sec. 2. That the Treasury notes issued in accordance 
with the provisions of this act shall be redeemable on 
Bedemption of demand, in coin, at the Treasury of the United States, or 
notes in coin. ^^ ^^le oflice of any assistant treasurer of the United States, 
Beissne after and whcu SO redeemed may be reissued; but no greater or 
'^^™e° font- less amount of such notes shall be outstandiug at any time 
^ted* ^^^^' th9,n the cost of the silver bullion and the standard silver 
dollars coined therefrom, then held in the Treasury pur- 
chased by such notes; and such Treasury notes shall be a 
Legal tender, legal tender in payment of all debts, public and private, 
except, etc. exccpt whcrc Otherwise expressly stipulated in the con- 
Receivabie for tract, and Shall be receivable for customs, taxes, and all 

customs, ete. -ii'j j-i -j i_'j j 

Reissue after public ducs, and whcu SO reccivcd may be reissued; and 
receipt. bugIl uotcs, whcu held by any national banking association. 

Part of national- may bc couutcd as a part of its lawful reserve. That upon 
bank reserve, ^^^and of the holder of any of the Treasury notes herein 
provided for the Secretary of the Treasury shall, under 
g^Tr^*S?ver such regulations as he may prescribe, redeem such notes in 
coin, at diwre- gold or silvcr coiu, at his discretion, it being the established 
o/the TreMJiry. policy of the United States to maintain the two metals on 
ti^ o?*^oid^«ttd * V^^^^J with each other upon the present legal ratio, or 
silver. *** such ratio as may be provided by law. 

Sec. 3. That the Secretary of the Treasury shall each 

ag^of suler doT ^^^*^ ^^^^ *w^ million ouuces of the silver bullion pur- 
lars from pur- chascd uudcr the provisions of this act into standard silver 
''^BlforJ^iid^if. dollars until the first day of July eighteen hundred and 
terJuiy 1,1891. niuety-oue, and after that time he shall coin of the silver 
bullion purchased under the provisions of this act as much 
as may be necessary to provide for the redemption of the 
^^seiijnionige. Treasury notes herein provided for, and any gain or seign- 
> p- iorage arising from such coinage shall be accounted for and 
paid into the Treasury. 
jedTto^^stin^g Seo. 4. That the silver bullion purchased under the pre- 
law, ete., vol. 20, visions of this act shall be subject to the requirements of 
^' ^' existing law and the regulations of the mint service govern- 
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ing the methods of determining the amount of pure silver ^f^^^*"™®"* 
contained, and the amount of charges or deductions, if any, ^ 
to be made. 

Sec. 6. That so much of the act of February twenty- voi. 20, sec. i, 
eighth, eighteen hundred and seventy-eight, ientitled u^^ p- 25, modified. 
act to authorize the coinage of the standard silver dollar 
and to restore its legal- tender character," as requires the 
monthly purchase and coinage of the same into silver dol- ©hMe" aiS ^coin" 
lars of not less than two million dollars, nor more than four age clause re" 
million dollars' worth of silver bullion, is hereby repealed, p®*^®^- 

Sec. 6. That upon the passage of this act the balances „ff}^jffi.i,J,f 
standing with the Treasurer of the United States to the deijosits for the 
respective credits of national banks for deposits made tOciroSio*?tobe 
redeem the circulating notes of such banks, and all deposits covered into 
thereafter received for like purpose, shall be covered into ^^^^^'y* 
the Treasury as a miscellaneous receipt, and the Treasury 
of the United States shall redeem from the general cash in Treasurer to 
the Treasury the circulating notes of said banks which may notes from gen- 
come into his possession subject to redemption; and upon®^*^*'*®^* 
the certiflcate of the Comptroller of the Currency that 
such notes have been received by him and that they have 
been destroyed and that no new notes will be issued in 
their place, reimbursement of their amount shall be made 
to the Treasurer, under such regulations as the Secretary 
of the Treasury may prescribe, from an appropriation 
hereby, created, to be known as National banrk notes: 
Redemption account, but the provisions of this act shall ^^®*^°^*>J»Yhe 
not apply to the deposits received under section three of Treasurer from 
the act of June twentieth, eighteen hundred and seventy- n^gi^^R^em^ 
four, requiring every National bank to keep in lawful money tion aiscount." 
with the Treasurer of the United States a sum equal to Ave 
percentum of its circulation, to be held and used for *^®to^vo*^er*cent 
redemption of its circulating notes; and the balance depolft ^lor ^re- 
remaining of the deposits so covered shall, at the close of ^^g^P^^^^^^^j/^jJ" 
each month, be reported on the monthly public debt state- p. 123. 
ment as debt of the United States bearing no interest. of^^SiTn|?S* 

*' Sec. 7. That this act shall take effect thirty days from anoeof deposits. 
and after its passage." ^^^ ®^ 

Approved, July 14, 1890. 



Chap. 944. — An act to amend section thirty-five hundred and ten of the Sept. 26, 1890. 

Eevised Statutes of the United States, and to provide for new designs of 

authorized devices of United States coins. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and Hotise of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assetnbledy That 
section thirty-flve hundred and ten of the Revised Statutes 
of the United States be, and the same is hereby, amended 
so as to read as follows : 

"Sec. 3610. The engraver shall prepare from the origi- 
nal dies already authorized all the working-dies required 
for use in the coinage of the several mints, and, when new 
coins, emblems, devices, legends, or designs are authorized, 
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K.s.,»ec 3617. shall, if required by the Director of the Mint, prepare the 

devices, models, hubs, or original dies for the same. The 

Director of the Mint shall have power, with the approval 

Neir designs of the Secretary of the Treasury, to cause new designs or 

fzed^eve*ry*^SiJ^<>d®l8 of authorized emblems or devices to be prepared 

years. and adopted in the same manner as when new coins or 

devices are authorized. But no change in the design or die 
of any coin shall be made oftener than once in twenty-five 
years from and including the year of the first adoption of 
the design, model, die, or hub for the same coin : Provided j 
That no change be made in the diameter of any coin : And 
provided further, That nothing in this section shall prevent 
the adoption of new designs or models for devices or em- 
blems already authorized for the standard silver dollar and 
the five-cent nickel piece as soon as practicable after the 
Director an-passagcof this act. But the Director of the Mint shall 
p^oy artiste. ^™ nevertheless have power, with the approval of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, to engage temporarily for this pur- 
pose the services of one or more artists, distinguished in 
their respective departments of art, who shall be paid for 
such service from the contingent appropriation for the 
mint at Philadelphia." 



Sept. 26. 1890. Chap. 945. — An aet to disoontinue the o&inage of the three-dollar and one- 
dollar gold pieces and three-cent nickel piece. 

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
from and after the passage of this act the coinage of the 
three- dollar gold piece, the one-dollar gold piece, and the 
three-cent nickel piece be, and the same is hereby, prohib- 
ited, and the pieces named shall not be struck or issued by 
the Mint of the United States. 

Sec. 2. That as fast as the said coins shall be paid inta 
the Treasury of the United States they shall be withdrawn 
from circulation and be recoined into other denominations 
of coins. 

Sec. 3. That all laws and parts of laws in conflict with 
this act are hereby repealed. 



Feb. 10, 1891. Chap. 127. — An ad further to prevent cotmterfeiting &r manufacture of 
dies, tools f or other implements v^ed in counterfeiting, and providing pen- 
alties therefor, and providing far the issu^ of search warrants in certain 
ca^es. 

Be it enaxited hy the Senate and House of Representatives oj 

Making molds, *^^ United States of America in Congress assembled, That 

?n ^liiJiiitide* o> ^^®^ person who, within the United States or any Terri- 

TJnited States tory thereof, makes any die, hub, or mold, either of steel 

^^^' or plaster, or any other substance whatsoever in likeness or 

similitude, as to the design or the inscription thereon, of any 
€0 5462.*®^*' die, hub, or mold designated for the coinage or making of 
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any of the genaine gold, silver, nickel, bronze, copper or 
other coins of the United States that have been or here- 
after may be coined at the mints of the United States, or 
T?ho willingly aids or assists in the making of any such die, 
hub, or mold, or any part thereof, or who causes or procures 
to be made any such die, hub or mold, or any part thereof, 
without authority from the Secretary of the Treasury of 
the United States or other proper officer, or who shall have 
in his possession any such die, hub, or mold with intent to 
iradulently or unlawfully use the same, or who shall permit 
the same to be used for or in aid of the counterfeiting of 
any of these coins of the United States hereinbefore men- 
tioned shall, upon conviction thereof, be punished by a fine ^^^^^ 
of not more than five thousand dollars and by imprisonment 
at hard labor not more than ten years, or both, at the dis- 
cretion of the court. 

Sec. 2. That every person who, within the United States procuring the 
or any Territory thereof, without lawful authority, makes, •ametobemade. 
or wUlingly aids or assists in making, or causes or pro- 
cures to be made, any die, hub, or mold, either of steel or 
plaster, or of any other substance whatsoever, in the like- 
ness or similitude, as to the design or the inscription 
thereon, of any die, hub, or mold designed for the coining 
of the genuine coin of any foreign Government, or who 
conceals or shall have in possession any such die, hub, or 
mold hereinbefore mentioned, with intent to fraudulently, 
or unlawfully use the same for counterfeiting any foreign 
coin, or who knowingly suffers the same to be fraudulently 
used for the counterfeiting of any foreign coin shall, upon 
conviction thereof, be punished by a fine of not more than 
two thousand dollars or imprisonment at hard labor not ^«'^»i*y' 
more than five years, or both, at the discretion of the court. 

Sec. 3, That every person who makes, or who causes or cariSg^aS^fiM 
procures to be made, or who brings into the United States i? ?i™*"*^<^® ^ 

i. x * J. 1-T.ni-^' • United States 

from any foreign country, or who shall have in possession coin*. 
with intent to sell, give away, or in any other manner use 
the same, any business or professional card, notice, pla- 
card, token, device, print, or impression, or any other thing 
whatsoever, whether of metal or its compound or of any 
other substance whatsoever, in likeness or similitude, as to 
design, color, or the inscription thereon, of any of the coins 
of the United States or of any foreign Government, that 
have been or hereafter may be issued as money, either 
under the authority of the United States or under the 
authority of any foreign Government shall, upon convic- 
tion thereof, be punished by a fine not to exceed one ^^^^^7- 
hundred dollars. 

Sec. 4. That all counterfeits of any of the obligations or ^SteS^^s^^i^e"^ 
other securities of the United States or of any foreign Gov- owigations* 
emment, or counterfeits of any of the coins of the United 
States or of any foreign Government, and all material or 
apparatus fitted or intended to be used, or that shall have 
been used, in the making of any such counterfeit obliga- 
tions or other securities or coins hereinbefore mentioned, 
that shall be found in the possession of any person with- 
out authority from the Secretary of the Treasury or other 



78 



LAWS RELATING TO THE COINAGE. 



proper officer to have the same, shall be taken possession 
of by any aathorized agent of the Treasury Department 
and forfeited to the United States, and disposed of in any 
manner the Secretary of the Treasury may direct. 
Issue of search Sec. 5, That the scveral judges of courts established 
j^nranto in such ^^^^^ ^^^ ^^^^ ^^ ^^^ United Statcs and the commissioners 

of such courts may, upon proper oath or affirmation, within 
their respective jurisdictions, issue a search warrant au- 
thorizing any marshal of the United States, or any other 
person specially mentioned in such warrant, to enter any 
house, store, building, boat, or other place named in such 
warrant, in the daytime only, in which there shall appear 
probable cause for believing that the manufacture of coun- 
terfeit money, or the concealment of counterfeit money, or 
the manufacture or concealment of counterfeit obligations 
or coins of the United States, or of any foreign govern- 
ment, or the manufacture or concealment of dies, hubs, 
molds, plates, or other things fitted or intended to be used 
for the manufacture of counterfeit money, coins, or obliga- 
tions of the United States or of any foreign government, 
or of any bank doing business under the authority of the 
United States or of any State or Territory thereof, or of 
any bank doing business under the authority of any foreign 
government or of any political division of any foreign gov- 
ernment, is being carried on or practiced, and there search 
for any counterfeit money, coins, dies, hubs, molds, plates, 
and other things, and for any such obligations, and if any 
Sewurea. such be fouud to scizc and secure the same, and to make 
return thereof to the proper authority; and all such coun- 
terfeit money, coins, dies, hubs, molds, plates, and other 
things and all such counterfeit obligations so seized shall 
be forfeited to the United States. 



Mar. 8. 1891. Chap. 541. — An act making appropriations for th^ legislative, executive 

and judicial expenses of the Government for the fiscal year ending June 

thirtieth, eighteen hundred and ninety- two, and for other purposes. 

* ' • • • * * * 

State. atLarge Sec, 3, That an act to authorize the receipt of United 
voK.26,p. W8. states gold coin in exchange for gold bars, approved May 
twenty-sixth, eighteen hundred and eighty-two, be amended 
to read as follows : 
Anthorizing "That the Superintendents of the coinage mints and of 
gold bXTex^ the United States assay office at New York may, with the 
chimge for gold approval of the Secretary of the Treasury, but not other- 
wise, receive United States gold coin from any holder 
thereof in sums of not less than five thousand dollars, and 
pay and deliver in exchange therefor gold bars in value 
equaling such coin so received: Provided, That the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury may impose for such exchange a 
charge which, in his judgment, shall equal the cost of man- 
ufacturing the bars." 



coin. 
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CHA.P. 542.- An act making a})propriation8 for sundry civil expenses of the Mar. 3, 1891. 
Government for the fiscal year ending June thirtieth, eighteen hundred ~ 

and ninety-twOt and for other expenses. 



Eecoinage of silver coins : For recoinage of the ^ K«coinage, sii- 
uncurrent fractional silver coins abraded below the limit of ^®''*'** °^' 
tolerance in the Treasury, to be expended nnder the direc- 
tion of the Secretary of the Treasury, one hundred and 
fifty thousand dollars : Provided^ That the Secretary of the ^J°5^^<*% 
Treasury shall, as soon as practicable, coin into standard etcT into st^d- 
silver dollars the trade-dollar bullion and trade dollars ^'^j^^ 
now in the Treasury, the expense thereof to be charged to 



the silver profit fund^ 



Chap. 380.— -4« act making appropriations for sundry civil expenses of the Ang. 6, 1892. 

Government for the fiscal year ending June thirtieth, eighteen hundred — ■ 

and ninety-three, and for other purposes. 

International Monetary Conference: The Presi- 
dent of the United States is hereby authorized to appoint 
five commissioners to an international conference, to be held Monetary con- 
at a place to be hereafter designated, with a view to secure, ^®^»««- 
internationally, a fixity of relative value between gold and 
silver, as money, by means of a common ratio between 
those metals, with free mintage at such ratio, and for com- 
pensation of said commissioners, and for all reasonable ex- 
penses connected therewith, to be approved by the Secre- see also act 
tary of State, including the proportion to be paid by the ^®^- ^^ ^®'^^- 
United States of the joint expenses of such conference, 
eighty thousand dollars, or so much thereof as may be nec- 
essary. 



Chap. 381.— ^» act to aid in carrying out the act of Congress approved Aug. 6, 1892. 

April twenty-fifth, eighteen hundred and ninety, entitled **An act to pro- ~ 

vide for celebrating the four hundredth anniversary of the discovery of 
America by Christopher Columbus, by holding an international exposition 
of arts, industries, manufactures, and products of the soil, mine, and sea, 
in the city of Chicago, in the State of Illinois", and appropriating money 
therefor. 

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled^ ^^^^ c^^^^PbmF 
for the purpose of aiding in defraying the cost of complet- ooo^^u^venir baif 
ing in a suitable manner the work of preparation for in-^^^^JJf.g^^^^^i*]^® 
augurating the World's Columbian Exposition, authorized wan Exposition. 
by the act of Congress approved April twenty-fifth, anno 
Domini eighteen hundred and ninety, to be held at the city 
of Chicago, in the State of Illinois, there shall be coined at 
the mints of the United States, silver half dollars of the ^ g gee 3513 
legal weight and fineness, not to exceed five million pieces, 
to be known as the Columbian half dollar, struck in com- 
memoration of the World's Columbian Exposition, the 
devices and designs upon which shall be prescribed by the 
Director of the Mint, with the approval of the Secretary of 
the Treasury^ and said silver coins shall be manufactured 
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from nucurrent subsidiary silver coins now in the Treasury, 
and all provisions of law relative to the coinage, legal-tender 
quality, and redemption of the present subsidiary silver 
coins shall be applicable to the coins issued under this act, 
and when so recoined there is hereby appropriated from 
the Treasury the said Ave millions of souvenir half dollars, 
and the Secretary of the Treasury is authorized to pay the 
same to the World's Columbian Exposition. 



Mar. 3, 1893. Chap. 206. — An act making appropriations for sundry civil expanses of the 
' Government for the fiscal year ending June thirtieth, eighteen hundred 

and ninety-four, and for other purposes. 

Authorizing Wobld's COLUMBIAN COMMISSION: * * ♦ and ten 
sSlTvemr^^^q^uar! thousand doUars of the appropriation for the Board of 
ih ^ B°i^a Jd ^o f ^*^y Managers shall be paid in souvenir coins of the denom- 
Lad V Managera iuatiou of tweuty-five ccuts, and for that purpose there shall 
bi^Eip<2iUon .' ^ coined at the mints of the United States silver quarter 
* dollars of the legal weight and fineness, not to exceed forty 
thousand pieces, the devices and designs upon which shall 
be prescribed by the Director of the Mint, with the ap- 
R.S., sec. 3543. proval of the Secretary of the Treasury; and said silver 
coins shall be manufactured from uncurrent subsidiary sil- 
ver coins now in the Treasury; and all provisions of law 
relative to the coinage, legal-tender quality, and redemp- 
tion of the present subsidiary silver coins shall be appli- 
cable to the coins herein authorized to be issued. 



Nov. 1,1893. Chap. 8. — An act to repeal a part of an act approved July fourteenth, 

eighteen hundred and nkieiy, entitled **An act directing the purchase of 

silver bullion and the issue of Treasury Notes thereon, and for other pur- 



poses.^* 



Be it enacted by the Senate and Souse of Representatives of 
DiBcontinues^^e United States of America in Congress assembled^ That so 
?er buSfoii" ** much of the act approved July fourteenth, eighteen hun- 
dred and ninety, entitled "An act directing the purchase 
of silver bullion and issue of Treasury notes thereon, and 
for other purposes," as directs the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury to purchase from time to time silver bullion to the 
drggregate amount of four million five hundred thousand 
ounces, or so much thereof as may be offered in each month 
at the market price thereof, not exceeding one dollar for 
three hundred and seventy-one and twenty- five one hun- 
dredths grains of pure silver^ and to issue in payment for 
such purchases Treasury notes of the United States, be, and 
o?un?fed States *^® samo is hereby repealed. And it is hereby declared to 
to be^ for gold bc the policy of the United States to continue the use of 
andsUver. }iyot\i gold aud silvcr as standard money, and to coin both 
gold and silver into money of equal intrinsic and exchange- 
Parities be. able value, such equality to be secured through interna- 
Slte?8 * t o *b e tional agreement, or by such safeguards of legislation as 
maintained. will iusurc the maintenance of the parity in value of the 
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coins of the two metals, and the equal power of every dol- 
lar at all times in the markets and in the payment of debts. 
And it is hereby further declared that the efiPorts of the 
Government should be steadily directed to the establish- 
ment of such a safe system of bimetallism as will maintain 
at all times the equal power of every dollar coined or issued 
by the United States, in the markets and in the payment 
of debts. 



Chap, 420. — An Act Making appropriations for sundry civil expenses of June ii, 1896. 

the Government for the fiscal year ending June thirtieth^ eighteen hun- 

<fre(? and ninety-seven j and for other purposes, 

BECOINAGE, reissue, and transportation of minor Minor coins, ro- 

COINS: The Secretary of the Treasury is authorized to*"*"^""*^®'®**^* 

transfer to the United States mint at Philadelphia, for 

cleaning and reissue, any minor coins now in, or which may 

be hereafter received at, the subtreasury offices, in excess 

of the requirement for the current business of said offices; 

and thesum of four thousand dollars is hereby appropriated 

for the expense of transportation for such reissue. And 

the Secretary of the Treasury is also authorized to recoin 

any and all the uncurrent minor coins now in the Treasury. 



Chap. 376. — An Act To provide for the representation of the United States Mar. 3, 1897. 

iy commissioners at any international monetary conference hereafter to 

J)e calledy and to enable the President to otherwise promote an interna- 
tional agreement. 

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled^ That international 
whenever after March fourth, eighteen hundred and ninety- Srenct^ ^^^' 
seven, the President of the United Siiates shall determine 
that the United States should be represented at any inter- 
national conference called by the United States or any 
other country with a view to securing by international 
agreement a fixity of relative value between gold and sil- 
ver as money by means of a common ratio between these 
metals, with free mintage at such ratio, he is hereby author- Appointment 
ized to appoint five or more commissioners to such inter- ®^' commission- 

.• A J* n J* J.' ^-j ers antnonzed. 

national conference; and for compensation of said com- compensation, 

missioners, and for all reasonable expenses connected etc. 

therewith, to be approved by the Secretary of State, 

including the proportion to be paid by the United States 

of the joint expenses of any such conference, the sum of Appropriation. 

one hundred thousand dollars, or so much thereof as may 

be necessary, is hereby appropriated. 

coin 6 
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CaUforoonfer- Sec. 2. That the President of the United States is hereby 
ence. authorized, in the name of the Government of the United 

States, to call, in his discretion, such international confer- 
' ence, to assemble at such point as may be agreed upon. 
Special com- And he is further authorized, if in his judgment the pur- 
dipiomatic^Ve^Pose Specified in the first section hereof can thus be better 
gotiations. attained, to appoint one or more special commissioners or 
envoys to such of the nations of Europe as he may desig- 
nate to seek by diplomatic negotiations an international 
agreement for the purpose specified in the first section 
hereof. And in case of such appointment so much of the 
appropriation herein made as shall be necessary shall be 
available for the proper expenses and compensation of such 
commissioners or envoys. 

m^r^^roWskJi' ^^^' ^' That SO much of an Act approved March second, 
for internationS eighteen huudrcd and ninety-five, entitled **An Act making 
S^pfSSaf*' ^^^' appropriations for sundry civil expenses of the Govern- 
ment for the fiscal year ending June thirtieth, eighteen 
hundred and ninety-six, and for other purposes," as pro- 
vided for the appointment of delegates to an international 
conference and makes an appropriation for their compen- 
sation and expenses, be, and the same is hereby, rex>ealed. 



Mar. 3, 1897. Chap. 377. — An Act To amend section fifty-four hundred and fifty-nine of 

the Revised Statutes, prescribing tlie punishment for mutilating United 

States coins and for uttering or passing or attempting to utter or pass 
such mutilated coins. 

Mutilated Be it euocUd by the Senate and Home of Representatives 
coins. of the United States of America in Congress a^senibUd^ That 

Pnniahment section fifty-four huudrcd and fifby-nine of the Eevised 
for nttermg, etc. gtatutcs of the United states be amended so as to read as 
follows : 
Pnnishment "Seo. 5459. Evcry person who fraudulently, by any art, 
de^fa^c&^^^eTo!.^ ^^y? ^^ mcaus, dcfaccs, mutilates, impairs, diminishes, falsi- 
coins. ' ' fies, scales, or lightens, or causes or procures to be fraudu- 
lently defaced, mutilated, impaired, diminished, falsified, 
scaled, or lightened, or willingly aids or assists in fraudu- 
pfoslamen^d ^®°*^y^ defacing, mutilating, impairing, diminishing, falsi- 
fying, scaling, or lightening the gold or silver coins which 
have been, or which may hereafter be, coined at the mints of 
the United States, or any foreign gold or silver coins which 
are by law made current or are in actual use or circulation 
Paaaing, etc. as moucy withiu the United States, or who passes, utters, 
publishes, or sells, or attempts to pass, utter, publish, or 
sell, or bring into the United States from any foreign place, 
knowing the same to be defaced, mutilated, impaired, 
diminished, falsified, scaled, or lightened, with intent to 
defraud any person whatsoever, or has in his possession 
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aoy sach defaced, mutilated, impaired, diminished, falsified, 
scaled, or lightened coin, knowing the same to be defaced, 
mutilated, impaired, diminished, falsified, scaled, or light- 
ened, with intent to defraud any person whatsoever, shall 
be imprisoned not more than five years and fined not more 
than two thousand dollars/' 



REVISED STATUTES OF THE UNITED STATES. 

ACT OF JUNE 22, 1874. 

Sections relating to coinage. 

Bnumoration Seo. 3495. The difteient mints and assay-ofSces shall be 

of mints and as- 1,^^^^ „„ 

saymfficss. known as — 

12 Feb., 1878, First. The mint of the United States at Philadelphia, 
ch. 131. seo. 68. Second. The mint of the United States at San Francisco. 

Third. The mint of the United States at New Orleans. 
As8ay^>ffice at ^<>^rth. The mint of the United States at Carson. 
Helena estab- Fifth. The mint of the United States at Denver. 
^ml^^hisJ Sixth. The United States assay-office at New York. 

Seventh. The United States assay-office at Boise Oity, 
Idaho. 

Eighth. The United States assay-office at Charlotte, 

North Carolina. 

Officers of mints. Seo. 3496. The officcrs of each mint shall be a superin- 

g^%f®^-'^®'^^'tendent, an assayer, a melter and refiner, and a coiner 

and, for the mint at Philadelphia, an engraver; all to be 

Superintend- **PP^^^*^ ^^ ^^^ President, by and with the advice and 
ents of certain conscnt of the Senate. 

du5es*^oF®teSS? Sec. 3497. The superintendents of the mints at Philadel- 
orer. phla, San Francisco, and New Orleans shall be, and perform 

Salaries of offi- the datics of, trcasarcrs of said mints respectively. 
•era of mints. Seo. 3498. The officers of the several mints shall be enti- 
tled to the following salaries, to be paid monthly: 

First. The superintendents of the mints at Philadelphia 
and San Francisco, to four thousand five hundred dollars a 
year each. 

Second. The assayers, melters and refiners, and the coin 
ers to those mints, to three thousand dollars a year eacli. 

Third. The engraver of the mint at Philadelphia, to three 
thousand dollars a year. 

Fourth. The superintendent of the mint at Carson City 
to three thousand dollars a year. 

Fifth. The assayer, the melter and refiner, and the coin- 
er of the mint at Carson City, to two thousand five hundred 
dollars a year each. 
Salaries of as- Seo. 3499. ThcTc Shall be allowed to the assistants and 
and^£&ren em- clcrks of the scvcral miuts such annual salaries as the Direct- 
pioyed in mints, or of the Mint may, with the approbation of the Secretary 

of the Treasury, determine, and to the workmen employed 
therein such wages as may be customary and reasonable 
according to their respective stations and occupations, to be 
determined by the superintendent, and approved by the 
Director of the Mint. The salaries provided for in this and 
the preceding section, and the wages of workmen perma- 
nently engaged, shall be payable in monthly installments. 
Oath of office Seo. 3500. Evcry officer, assistant, and clerk appointed 
MtefaS'ci^s.'fM* any mint shall, before he enters upon the execution oi 

84 
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his office, take an oath before some jadge of the United 
States, or jndge of some conrt of record of the State in which 
such mint is located, faithfully and diligently to perform the 
da ties thereof; in addition to other official oaths prescribed 
by law, such oath, dnly certified, shall be transmitted to 
the Secretary of the Treasury. The superintendent of each 
mint may require such oath from any of the employes of 
the mint. 

Sec. 3501. The superintendent, the assayer, the melter Bonds of offi. 
and refiner, and the coiner of each mint, before entering 2S''ciOTki!**"**' 
upon the execution of their respective offices, shall become 
bound to the United States, with one or more sureties, ap- 
proved by the Secretary of the Treasury, in the sum of not 
less than ten nor more than fifty thousand dollars, with con- 
dition for the faithful and diligent performance of the duties 
of his office. Similar bonds may be required of the assist- 
ants and clerks^ in such sums as the superintendent shall 
determine, with the approbation of the Director of the Mint} 
but the same shall not be construed to relieve the super- 
intendent or other officers from liability to the United States 
for acts, omissions, or negligence of their subordinates or 
employes 5 and the Secretary of the Treasury may, at his 
discretion, increase the bonds of the superintendents. 

Sec. 3502. Whenever any officer of a mint or assay-office who to act in 
shall be temporarily absent, on account of sickness or any JectoreVperiu: 
other cause, it shall be lawful for the superintendent, with Jlg^®^** or other 
the consent of such officer, to appoint some person attached ^ 
to the mint to act in the place of such of^cer during his 
absence 5 but all such appointments shall be forthwith re- 
ported to the Director of the Mint for his approval ; and in 
all cases whatsoever the principal shall- be responsible for 
the acts of his representative. In case of the temporary 
absence of the superintendent, the chief clerk shall act in his 
place ; in case of the temporary absence of the Director of 
the Mint the Secretary of the Treasury may designate some 
one to act in his place. 

Sec. 3603. The superintendent of each mint shall have General datiei 
the control thereof, the superintendence of the officers and ®^. anperintend. 

1 J i.1- • J J.1 • • ^ J.1 1- • ents of miiita. 

persons employed therein, and the supervision of the busi- 
ness thereof, subject to the approval of the Director of the 
Mint. He shall make reports to the Director of the Mint 
at such times and according to such forms as the Director 
may prescribe; which shall exhibit in detail, and under ap- 
propriate heads, the deposits of bullion, the amount of gold, 
silver, and minor coinage, and the amount of unparted, stand- 
ard, and refined bars issued, and such other statistics and 
information as may be required. 

Sec. 3604. He shall keep and render, quarter-yearly, to the 
Director of the Mint, for the purpose of adjustment accord- 
ing to such forms as may be prescribed by the Secretary of 
the Treasury, regular and faithful accounts of his transac- 
tions with the other officers of the Mint and the depositors; 
and shall also render to him a monthly statement of the or- 
dinary expenses of the mint or assay-office under his charge. 
He shall also appoint all assistants, clerks, one of whom 
shall be designated "chief clerk," and workmen employed 
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under his superintendence; bat no person shall be ap- 
pointed to employment in the office of the assayer, melter 
and refiner, coiner, or engraver, except on the recommenda- 
tion and nominationin writing of those officers, respectively. 
He shall forthwith report to the Director of Mint the names 
of all persons appointed by him, the duties to be performed, 
the rate of compensation, the appropriation from which com- 
pensation is to be. made, and the grounds of the appoint- 
ment ; and if the Director of the Mint shall disapprove the 
same, the appointment shall be vacated. 
c«4n» rjdnoed Seo. 3606. Any gold coius of the United States, if re- 
SbiMionf ^duced in weight by natural abrasion not more than one- 
half of one per centum below the standard weight prescribed 
by law, after a circulation of twenty years, as shown by the 
date of coinage, and at a ratable proportion for any period 
less than twenty years, shall be received at their nominal 
value by the United States Treasury and its offices, under 
such regulations as the Secretary of the Treasury may pre- 
scribe for the protection of the Government against fraud- 
ulent abrasion or other practices. 
Duties of Baper. Seo. 3606. The Superintendent of each mint shall receive 
IS^"to"SinMd and safely keep, until legally withdrawn, all moneys or 
bnmcm. bullion which shall be for the use or the expenses of the 

mint. He shall receive all bullion brought to the mint for 
assay or coinage; shall be the keeper of all bullion or coin 
in the mint, except while the same is legally in the hands 
of other officers ; and shall deliver all coins struck at the 
mint to the persons to whom they shall be legally payable. 
From the report of the assayer and the weight of the bull- 
ion, he shall compute the value of each deposit, and also 
the amoun^t of the charges or deductions, if any, of all 
which he shall give a detailed memorandum to the depositor; 
and he shall also give at the same time, under his hand, a 
certificate of the net amount of the deposit, to be paid in 
coins or bars of the same species of bullion as that deposited, 
the correctness of which certificate shall be verified by the 
assayer, who shall countersign the same, and in all cases 
of transfer of coin or bullion, shall give and receive vouchers, 
stating the amount and character of such coin or bullion. 
Duties of aasay- Sbo. 3607. The assaycr shall assay all metals and bullion, 
*^ whenever such assays are required in the operations of the 

mint ; and shall make assays of coin or samples of bullion 
whenever required by the superintendent. 
i>tttie8ofmeit- Beo. 3608. The melter and refiner shall execute all the 
•nttn re ere. Qp^ra^ji^j^g ^hich are nccessary in order to form ingots of 

standard silver or gold, and alloys for minor coinage, suit- 
able for the coiner, from the metals legally delivered to him 
for that purpose ; and shall also execute all the operations 
which are necessary in order to form bars conformable in 
all respects to the law, from the gold and silver bullion 
delivered to him for that purpose. He shall keep a careful 
record of all transactions with the superintendent, noting 
the weight and character of the bullion, and shall be re- 
sponsible for all bullion delivered to him until the same is 
returned to the superintendent and the proper vouchers 
obtained. 
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Seo. 3509. The coiner shall excute all the operations Duties of coin. 
which are necessary in order to form coins, conformable in ^"* 
all respects to the law, from the standard gold and silver 
ingots, and alloys for minor coinage, legally delivered to 
him for that purpose; and shall be responsible for all bnU- 
ion delivered to him, until the same is returned to the 
superintendent and the proper vouchers obtained. 

Seo. 3510. The engraver shall prepare from the original ^^^^ ot m. 
dies already authorized all the working-dies required for*^^*^* , 

use in the coinage of the several mints, and, when new 
coins or devices are authorized, shall, if required by ttie 
Director of the Mint, prepare the devices, models, molds, 
and matrices, or original dies, for the same; but the Di- 
rector of the Mint shall nevertheless have power, with the 
approval of the Secretary of the Treasury, to engage tem- 
porarily for this purpose the services of one or more artists, 
distinguished in their respective departments of art, who 
shall be paid for such service from the contingent appropri- 
ation for the mint at Philadelphia. 

Seo. 3511. The gold coins of the United States shall be a theUmteSstateJ 
one-dollar piece, which, at the standard weight of twenty- and tSeip weight. 
five and eight- tenths grains, shall be the unit of value; "a 
quarter- eagle, or two and a half dollar piece; a three-dollar 
piece; ahalf-eagle, or five-dollar piece; an eagle, or ten-dol- 
lar piece; and a double-eagle, or twenty-dollar piece. And 
the standard weight of the gold dollar shall be twenty-five 
and eight- tenths grains; of the quarter-eagle, or two and a 
half dollar piece, sixty-four and a half grains; of the three- 
dollar piece, seventy-seven and four- tenths grains; of the 
half-eagle, or five-dollar piece, one hundred and twenty-nine 
grains; of the eagle, or ten-dollar piece, two hundred and 
fifty-eight grains; of the double-eagle, or twenty-dollar 
piece, five hundred and sixteen grains. 

Seo. 3512. Any gold coins in the Treasury of the United q^®**^® **' 
States, when reduced in weight by natural abrasion more ^° ^ ' 
than one-half of one per centum below the standard weight 
prescribed by law, shall be recoined. 

Seo. 3513. The silver coins of the United States shall suvercoinsand 
be a trade- dollar, a half-dollar, or fifty-cent piece, a quarter- ^^^^'^ ^®'^^*- 
dollar, or twenty-five-cent piece, a dime, or ten-cent piece: geeaotssMar 
and the weight of the trade-dollar shall be four hundred and igrS** 
twenty grains troy; the weight of the half-dollar shall be-^P^- 1"^- i^^e, res. 
twelve grams and one- half of a gram; the quarter-dollar No. 17, jniy 22, 
and the dime shall be, respectively, one-half and one-fifth of ^^^®* 
the weight of said half-dollar. 

Seo. 3514. The standard for both gold and silver coins of standard for 
the United States shall be such that of one thousand parts JoL*''^ ^^''*' 
by weight nine hundred shall be of pure metal and one hun- 
dred of alloy. The alloy of the silver coins shall be of cop- 
per. The alloy of the gold coins shall be of copper, or of 
copper and silver ; but the silver shall in no case exceed 
one-tenth of the whole alloy. 

Seo. 3515. The minor coins of the United States shall be Minor coins. 
a five-cent piece, a three-cent piece, and a one-cent piece. J^oy.^^'^^* 
The alloy for the five and three cent pieces shall be of cop- 
per and nickel, to be composed of three-fourths copper and 
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one-fourth nickel. The alloy of Uie one-cent piece shall be 
ninety-five per centum of copper and five per centum of tin 
and zinc, in such proportions as shall be determined by the 
Director of the Mint. The weight of the piece of five cents 
shall be seventy-seven and sixteenhundredths grains troy; 
of the three-cent piece, thirty grains ; and of the one-cent 
piece, forty-eight grains, 
issne of other Seo. 3516. No colus. either of gold, silver, or minor coin- 
ooin. prohibited. ^^^^ ^^^^ hereafter be issued from the Mint other than those 

of the denominations, standards, and weights set forth in 
this Title. 
iDBoriptiona Seo. 3617. Upou the coius there shall be the following 
apon ooins. devices and legends : Upon one side there shall be an im- 
pression emblematic of liberty, with an inscription of the 
word *^ Liberty ^ and the year of the coinage, and upon the 
reverse shall be the figure or representation of an eagle, 
with the inscriptions " United States of America" and " B 
Pluribus Unum," and the designation of the value of the 
coin ; but on the gold dollar and three dollar piece, the 
dime, five, three, and one cent piece, the figure of the eagle 
shall be omitted ; and on the reverse of the silver trade- 
dollar the weight and the fineness of the coin shall be in- 
scribed. 
G^idandaUyer Seo. 3618. At the optiou of the owncr gold or silver may 
^^ be cast into bars of fine metal, or of standard fineness, or 

unparted, as he may prefer, with a stamp upon the same 

designating the weight and fineness, and with such devices 

impressed thereon as may be deemed expedient to prevent 

fraudulent imitation, and no such bars shall be issued of a 

less weight than five ounces. 

Coining g^d Seo. 3619. Any owner of gold bullion may deposit the 

Dositomaybere^same at any mint, to be formed into coin or bars for his 

fuaed. benefit. It shall be lawful, however, to refuse any deposit 

of less value than one hundred dollars, or any bullion so 
base as to be unsuitable for the operations of t4ie Mint. Li 
case where gold and silver are combined, if either metal 
be in such small proportion that it cannot be separated 
advantageously, no allowance shall be made to the deposi- 
tor for its value, 
mfy be^'rocSivSd Seo, 3620. Any owner of silver bullion may deposit the 
for formins into samc at any mint, to be formed into bars, or into dollars of 
bar8ortra^cdoi-^.j^^ wdght of four hundred and twenty grains troy, desig- 
nated in this Title as trade- dollars, and no deposit of silver 
for other coinage shall be received. Silver bullion contained 
in gold deposits, and separated therefrom, may, however, 
be paid for in silver coin, at such valuations as may be, from 
time to time, established by the Director of the Mint. 

lo^S^SlSerS ^^^- ^^^^' When bullion is deposited in any of the mints, 
ing its value, "it shall be Weighed by the superintendent, and when prac- 
ticable, in the presence of the depositor, to whom a receipt 
shall be given, which shall state the description and weight 
of the bullion. When, however, the bullion is in such a 
state as to require melting, or the removal of base metals, 
before its value can be ascertained, the weight, after such 
operation, shall be considered as the true weight of the 
bullion deposited. The fitness of the bullion to be received 
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fhall be determined by the assayer, and the mode of melt- 
ing by the melter and refiner. 

Sec. 3622. From every parcel of bullion deposited for j^^^y ®^ ^^' 
coinage or bars, the superintendent shall deliver to the ^^ 
assayer a sufficient portion for the purpose of being assayed. 
The bullion remaining from the operations of the assay 
shall be returned to the superintendent by the assayer. 

Seo. 3523. The assayer shall report to the superintendent Assayer to re- 
the quality or fineness of the bullion assayed by him, and fer^en^lSSS^i 
such information as will enable him to compute the amount buiuon assayed. 
of the charges hereinafter provided for, to be made to the 
depositor. 

Sec. 3524. The charge for converting standard gold charges for con. 

u ii« • ^ • T_ n 1 ^/»i.T_ jf ^j. rn-u vertmg bullion, 

bullion into com shall be one-fifth of one per centum. The &c , into com 
charges for converting standard silver into trade-dollars for Repealed, in 
melting and refining when bullion is below standard, for part by act 'jan. 
toughening when metals are contained in it which render ^*' ^^^^' **'*'• ^' 
it unfit for coinage, for copper used for alloy when the 
bullion is above standard, for separating the gold and silver 
when these metals exist together in the bullion, and for the 
preparation of bars, shall be fixed, from time to time, by 
the Director, with the concurrence of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, so as to equal but not exceed, in their judgment, 
the actual average cost to each mint and assay-ofSce of the 
material, labor, wastage, and use of machinery employed in 
each of the cases aforementioned. 

Sec. 3625. The assayer shall verify all calculations made if ^®^cij,aiton^ 
by the superintendent of the value of deposits, and, if sat- o/thevaiueof d^ 
isfied of the correctness thereof, shall countersign the cer- teriig,f"*^cortm' 
tificate required to be given by the superintendent to the cates. 
depositor. 

Sec. 3626. In order to procure bullion for the silver coin- ^^i? n^fo *Sf ^/ 
age authorized by this title, the superintendents, with the coinage ;°thelif. 
approval of the Director of the Mint, as to price, terms, and ver-profit fond. 
quantity, shall purchase such bullion with the bullion-fund. 
The gain arising from the coinage of such silver bullion into 
coin of a nominal value exceeding the cost thereof shall be 
credited to a special fund denominated the silver-profit fund. 
This fund shall be charged with the wastage incurred in 
the silver coinage, and with the expense of distributing 
such silver coins as hereinafter provided. The balance to 
the credit of this fund shall be from time to time, and at 
least twice a year, paid into the Treasury of the United 
States. 

Sec 3527. Silver coins other than the trade-doUar shall Faying out su- 
be paid out at the several mints, and at the assay-office ^i^^^l^ 
in New York City, in exchange for gold coins at par, in sums 
not less than one hundred dollars. It shall be lawful, also, 
to transmit parcels of the same, from time to time, to the 
assistant treasurers, depositaries, and other officers of the 
United States, under general regulations proposed by the 
Director of the Mint, and approved by the Secretary of the 
Treasury. Nothing herein contained shall, however, pre- 
vent the payment of silver coins, at their nominal value, for 
silver parted from gold, as provided in this Title, or for 
change less than one dollar in settlement for gold deposits. 
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But for two years after the twelfth day of February, eight- 
een hundred and seventy-three, silver coins shall be paid 
at the mint in Philadelphia, aud the assay-of&ce in New 
York City, for silver bullion purchased for coinage, under 
such regulations as may be prescribed by the Director of 
the Mint and approved by the Secretary of the Treasury. 
mSS'"for*mfiiOT Seo. 3628. For the purchase of metal for the minor coin- 
coinage; fcho mi- age authorized by this Title, a sum not exceeding fifty thou- 
f^ftSd *** ^™'* sand dollars in lawful money of the United States shall be 

transferred by the Secretary of the Treasury to the credit 
of the superintendent of the mint at Philadelphia, at which 
establishment only, until otherwise provided by law, such 
coinage shall be carried on. The superintendent, with the 
approval of the Director of the Mint as to price, terms, and 
quantity, shall purchase the metal required for such coinage 
by public advertisement, and the lowest and best bid shall 
be accepted, the fineness of the metals to be determined on 
the mint assay. The gain arising from the coinage of such 
metals into coin of a nominal value, exceeding the cost 
thereof, shall be credited to the special fund denominated 
the minor-coinage profit fund; and this fund shall be charged 
with the wastage incurred in such coinage, and with the 
cost of distributing said coins as hereinafter i)rovided. The 
balance remaining to the credit of this fund, and any bal- 
ance of profits accrued from minor coinage under former 
acts, shall be, from time to time, and at least twice a year, 
covered into the Treasury. 
DeUyeiy of mi- Seo. 3629. The miuor coins authorized by this Title may, 
dSipttoi"* ' ^^ at the discretion of the Director of the Mint, be delivered in 

any of the principal cities and towns of the United States, 
at the cost of the Mint, for transportation, and shall be ex- 
changeable at par at the mint in Philadelphia, at the discre- 
tion of the superintendent, for any other coins of copper, 
bronze, or copper-nickel heretofore authorized by law. It 
shall be lawful for the Treasurer and the several assistant 
treasurers and depositaries of the United States to redeem, 
in lawful money, under such rules as may be prescribed 
by the Secretary of the Treasury, all copper, bronze, and 
copper-nickel coins authorized by law when presented in 
sums of not less than twenty dollars. Whenever, under 
this authority, these coins are presented for redemption in 
such quantity as to show the amount outstanding to be 
redundant, the Secretary of the Treasury is authorized and 
required to direct that such coinage shall cease until other- 
wise ordered by him. 
J^i^erofbnii- Seo. 3530. Parccls of bullion shall be, from time to time, 
mtoSgoS^ ^ transferred by the superintendent to the melter and refiner. 
A careful record of these transfers, noting the weight and 
character of the bullion, shall be kept, and vouchers shall 
be taken for the delivery of the same, duly receipted by the 
melter and refiner. The bullion thus placed in the hands of 
the melter and refiner shall be subjected to the several proc- 
esses which may be necessary to form it into ingots of the 
legal standard, and of a quality suitable for coinage. 
Ingots to be aa. Seo. 3531. The iugots SO prepared shall be assayed. If 
^fptodfor. "*'they prove to be within the limits allowed for deviation 
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from the standard, the assayer shall certify the fact to the 
snperintendent, who shall thereupon receipt for the same, 
and transfer them to the coiner, 

Seo. 3632. The superintendent shall, from time to time, Deiivervof in. 
deliver to the coiner ingots for the purpose of coinage. A ^iJage?** *"' 
careful record of these transfers, noting the weight and 
character of the bullion shail be kept, and vouchers shall 
be taken for the delivery of the same, duly receipted by the 
coiner. The ingots thus placed in the hands of the coiner 
shall be subjected to the several processes necessary to 
make from them coins in all respects conformable to law. 

Seo. 3533. N'o ingots shall be used for coinage which dif-. standards of 
fer from the legal standard more than the following proper- SfnaSJ" ^^ 
tions, namely: In gold ingots, one thousandth; in silver 
ingots, three thousandths ; in minor-coinage alloys, twenty- 
five thousandths, in the proportion of nickel. 

Seo. 3534. The melter and refiner shall prepare all bars Preparation and 
required for the payment of deposits; but the fineness fi?^"piyment^*of 
thereof shall be ascertained and stamped thereon by the deposits. 
assayer. The melter and refiner shall deliver such bars to 
the superintendent, who shall receipt for the same. 

Seo. 3535. In adjusting the weights of the gold coins, the ^51*?*-*'°?, *^' 
following deviations shall not be exceeded in any single i^ weigW of 
piece : In the double-eagle and the eagle, one-half of a soio. coins, 
grain; in the half-eagle, the three-dollar piece, thie quarter- 
eagle, and the one-dollar piece, one-fourth of a grain. And 
in weighing a number of pieces together, when delivered by 
the coiner to the superintendent, and by the superintendent 
to the depositor, the deviation from the standard weight 
shall not exceed one hundredth of an ounce in five thousand 
dollars in double-eagles, eagles, half eagles, or quarter- 
eagles, in one thousand three-dollar pieces, and in one thou- 
sand one-dollar pieces. 

Seo. 3536. In adjusting the weight of the silver coins the of silver coins, 
following deviations shall not be exceeded in any single ^Tho word "a" 
piece : In the dollar, the half and quarter dollar, and in the inserted in fourth 
dime, one and one-half grains. And in weighing [a] large «'w^igi,ijagM*gJJ 
number of pieces together, when delivered by the coiner tojct^o^ ^ei. 27, 
the superintendent, and by the superintendent to the depos- 249. \^^' ' ^' 
itor, the deviations from the standard weight shall not ex- 
ceed two-hundredths of an ounce in one thousand dollars, 
half-dollars, or quarter-dollars, and one-hundredth of an 
ounce in one thousand dimes. 

Seo. 3537. In adjusting the weight of the minor coins of minor coins, 
provided by this Title, there shall be no greater deviation 
allowed than three grains for the five-cent piece and two 
grains for the three and one cent pieces. 

Seo. 3538. The coiner shall, from time to time, as coins Delivery of 
are prepared, deliver them to the superintendent, who shall ®**^^ triai^'^S 
receipt for the same, and who shall keep a careful record of pieces, 
their kind, number, and actual weight. In receiving coins 
it shall be the duty of the superintendent to ascertain, by 
the trial of a number of single pieces separately, whether 
the coins of that delivery are within the legal limits of the 
standard weight ; and if his trials for this purpose shall 
not prove satisfactory, he shall cause all the coins of such 
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delivery to be weighed separately, and such as are not of 
legal weight shall be defaced and delivered to the melter 
and refiner as standard bullion, to be again formed into 
ingots and recoined ; or the whole delivery may, if more con- 
venient, be remelted. 
Triai-pieoes to Seo. 3639. At cvcry delivery of coins made by the coiner 
t ran sm^Sted ^o a Superintendent, it shall be the duty of such superintend- 
nSntat feiflade* ®^^» ^^ ^^® prescncc of the assayer, to take indiscriminately 
phia.* * ' a certain number of pieces of each variety for the annual 

trial of coins, the number for gold coins being not less than 
one piece for each one thousand pieces or any fractional part 
of one thousand pieces delivered ; and for silver coins one 
piece for each two thousand pieces or any fractional part of 
two thousand pieces delivered. The pieces so taken shall be 
carefully sealed up in an envelope, properly labeled, stating 
the date of the delivery, the number and denomination of the 
pieces inclosed, and the amount of the delivery from which 
they were taken. These sealed parcels containing the re- 
served pieces shall be deposited in a pyx, designated for the 
purpose at each mint, which shall be kept under the joint care 
of the superintendent and assayer, and be so secured that 
neither can have access to its contents without the presence 
of the other, and the reserved pieces in their sealed envel- 
opes from the coinage of each mint shall be transmitted 
quarterly to the mint at Philadelphia. A record shall also 
be kept at the same time of the number and denomination of 
the pieces so taken for the annual trial of coins, and of the 
number and denominations of the pieces represented by them 
and so delivered, a copy of which record shall be transmitted 
quarterly to the Director of the Mint. Other pieces may, 
at any time, be taken for such tests as the Director of the 
Mint shall prescribe. 
Disposal of clip. Seo. 3540. The coiner shall, from time to time, deliver to 
pings, &c. ^|jg superintendent the clippings and other portions of bull- 
ion remaining after the process of coining ; and the super- 
intendent shall receiptfor the same and keep a careful record 
of their weight and character. 
Yearly settle- Seo. 3541.. The Superintendent Shall debit the coiucr with 
S^coincrand^ofthe amouut in weight of standard metal of all the bullion 
melter and refln- placed iu his hauds, and credit him with the amount in 

weight of all the coins, clippings, and other bullion returned 
by him to the superintendent. Once at least in every year, 
and at such time as the Director of the Mint shall appoint, 
there shall be an accurate and full settlement of the accounts 
of the coiner, and the melter and refiner, at which time those 
officers shall deliver up to the superintendent all the coins, 
clippings, and other bullion in their possession, respectively, 
accompanied by statements of all the bullion delivered to 
them since the last annual settlement, and all the bullion 
returned by them during the same period, including the 
amount returned for the purpose of settlement. 
Allowance for Seo. 3542. When all the coins, clippings, and other bull- 
wastage. j^^ have been delivered to tbe superintendent, it shall bo 

his duty to examine the accounts and statements rendered 
by the coiner and the molter and refiner. The difference 
between the amount charged and credited to each officer 
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Bliall be allowed as necessary wastage, if the saperintendent 
shall be satisfied that there has been a bona-fide waste of 
the precioas metals, and if the amount shall not exceed, in 
the case of the melter and refiner, one thousandth of the 
whole amount of gold, and one and one-half thousandths of 
the whole amount of silver delivered to him since the last 
annual settlement, and in the case of the coiner, one-thou- 
sandth of the whole amount of silver, and one-half thou- 
santh of the whole amount of gold that has been delivered 
to him by the superintendent. All copper used in the alloy 
of gold and silver bullion shall be separately charged to the 
melter and refiner, and accounted for by him. 

Seo. 3543. It shall also be the duty of the superintendent statement of 
to forward a correct statement of his balance-sheet, at the ^S^fSJ® aJdod b? 
close of such settlement, to the Director of the Mint; who superintendent 
shall compare the total amount of gold and silver bullion ^J^^[^j.f*®^®' 
amd coin on hand with the total liabilities of the mint. At 
tlie same time a statement of the ordinary expense account, 
and the moneys therein, shall also be made by the superin- 
tendent. 

Seo. 3544. When the coins or bars which are the equiva- Delivery of coin 
lent to any deposit of bullion are ready for delivery, they orbarstodeposi- 
shall be paid to the depositor, or his order, by the superin- **^* 
tendent; and the payments shall be made, if demanded, in 
the order in which the bullion shall have been brought to 
the mint. In cases, however, where there is delay in ma- 
nipulating a refractory deposit, or for any other unavoid- 
able cause, the payment of subsequent deposits, the value 
of which is known, shall not be delayed thereby. In the 
denominations of coin delivered, the superintendent shall 
comply with the wishes of the depositor, except when im- 
practicable or inconvenient to do so. 

Seo. 3545. For the purpose of enabling the mints and the Payment m 
assay-office in New York to make returns to depositors with money to depo» 
as little delay as possible, it shall be the duty of the Secre- awJettainedT ^^ 
tary of the Treasury to keep in such mints and assay-office, 
when the state of the Treasury will admit thereof, such an 
amount of public money, or bullion procured for the pur- 
pose, as he shall judge convenient and necessary, out of 
which those who bring bullion to the said mints and assay- 
office may be paid the value thereof, in coin or bars, as soon 
as practicable after the value has been ascertained. On pay- 
ment thereof being made, the bullion so deposited shall be- 
come the property of the United States. The Secretary of 
the Treasury may, however, at any time withdraw the fund, 
or any portion thereof. 

Seo. 3546. IJnparted bullion may be exchanged at any of Exchangeof on- 
the mints for fine bars, on such terms and conditions as may SJ;^*?,!^"^^'*'" 
be prescribed by the Director of the Mint, with the approval 
of the Secretary of the Treasury. The fineness, weight, and 
value of the bullion received and given in exchange shall in 
aU cases be determined by the Mint assay. The charge to 
the depositor for refining or parting shall not exceed that 
allowed and deductedfor the sameoperation in the exchange 
of unrefined for refined bullion. 
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d^m^Mn"*Sf ®"^^' ^^^' '^^ sccure a due conformity in the gold and 
jf^say'^mmis- silver coins to their respective standards of fineness and 
itonen. weight, the judge of the district court for the eastern dis- 

trict of Pennsylvania, the Comptroller of the Currency, the 
assayer of the assay-office at New York, and such other per- 
sons as the President shall, from time to time, designate, 
shall meet as assay-commissioners, at the mint in Philadel- 
phia, to examine and test, in the presence of the Director 
of the Mint, the fineness and weight of the coins reserved 
by the several mints for this purpose, on the second Wed- 
nesday in February, annually, and may continue their meet- 
ing by adjournment, if necessary. If a majority of the com- 
missioners fail to attend at any time appointed for their 
meeting, the Director of the Mint shall call a meeting of the 
commissioners at such other time as he may deem conven- 
ient. If it appears by such examination and test that these 
coins do not differ from the standard fineness and weight 
by a greater quantity than is allowed by law, the trial shall 
be considered and reported as satisfactory. If, however, 
anj'^ greater deviation from the legal standard or weight ap- 
pears, this fact shall be certified to the President; and if, on 
a view of the circumstances of the case, he shall so decide, 
the officers implicated in the error shall be thenceforward 
disqualified from holding their respective offices, 
standard troy Sko. 3548. For the purposc of securing a due conformity 
re^iati'on of in weight of the coins of the United States to the provis- 
ooinage. jqus of this Title, the brass troy-pound weight procured by 

the minister of the United States at London, in the year 

eighteen hundred and twenty-seven, for the use of the Mint, 

and now in the custody of the mint in Philadelphia, shall 

be the standard troy pound of the Mint of the United 

States, conformably to which the coinage thereof shall be 

regulated. 

standard Seo. 3549. It shall be the duty of the Director of the Mint 

mj£te MiVaswy' *^ procure for each mint and assay-office, to be kept safely 

Qffloes. thereat, a series of standard weights corresponding to the 

standard troy pound of the Mint of the United States, con- 
sisting of a one-pound weight and the requisite subdivisions 
and multiples thereof, from the hundredth part of a grain 
to twenty-five pounds. The troy weight ordinarily em- 
ployed in the transactions of such mints and assay-offices 
shall be regulated according to the above standards at least 
once in every year, under the inspection of the superintend- 
ent and assayer; and the accuracy of those used at the mint 
at Philadelphia shall be tested annually, in the presence of 
the assay-commissioners, at the time of the annual examina- 
tion and test of coins. 
Yearly doBtruo- Seo. 3550. The obvcrsc Working dies at each mint shall, 
wo?king-dk^®"® ^t th® ®^d ^^ ^^ch calendar year, be defa<5ed and destroyed 
by the coiner in the presence of the superintendent and 
assayer. 
National and Seo. 3551. Dics of a national character may be executed 
be^TrnckatSnt ^y ^^c cugraver, and national and other medals struck by 
at Philadelphia, the coiucr of the mint at Philadelphia, under such regu- 
lations as the superintendent, with the approval of the 
Director of the Mint, may prescribe. Such work shall not. 
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however, interfere with the regular coinage operations, and 
no private medal dies shall 1^ prepared at any mint, or 
the machinery or apparatus thereof be used for that pur- 
pose. 

Sec. 3652. The moneys arising from all charges and de- Money arising 
ductions on and from gold and silver bullion and the manu- J^XcUonl^tobe 
facture of medals, and from all other sources, except as pro- covered into the 
vided by this Title, shall, from time to time, be covered into '^'^®"'^'y- 
the Treasury, and no part of such deductions or metal 
charges, or profit on silver or minor coinage, shall be ex- 
pended in salaries or wages. All expenditures of the mints 
and assay-offices, not herein otherwise provided for, shall 
be paid from appropriations made by law on estimates fur- 
nished by the Secretary of the Treasury. 

Sec. 3553. The business of the United States assay-office Business of as- 
at N^ew York shall be in all respects similar to that of thef^ikl^''^^*^^'' 
mints, except that bars only, and not coin, shall be manu- 
factured therein ; and no metals shall be purchased for minor 
coinage. All bullion intended by the depositor to be con- 
verted into coins, of the United States, and silver bullion 
purchased for coinage, when assayed, parted, and refined, 
and its net value certified, shall be transferred to the mint 
at Philadelphia, under such directions as shall be made by 
the Secretary of the Treasury, at the expense of the contin- 
gent fund of the Mint, and shall be there coined, and the 
proceeds returned to the assay -office. And the Secretary of 
the Treasury is hereby authorized to make the necessary 
arrangements for the adjustment of the accounts upon such 
transfers between the respective offices. 

Sec. 3554. The officers of the assay-office at New York Appointmentof 
shall be a superintendent, an a^sayer, and a melter and re- York? "* ^^^ 
finer; each of whom shall be appointed by the President, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Senate. 

Sec. 3565. The duties of the superintendent, the assayer. Duties, &c., of 
and the melter and refiner of the assay-office at New York^cOTs at New 
shall correspond to those of superintendents, assayers, and 
melters and refiners of mints; and all the provisions of this 
Title relating to mints and their officers, the duties and re- 
sponsibilities of such officers, and others employed therein, 
the oaths to be taken, and the bonds and sureties to be given 
by them, shall extend, as far as the same may be applicable, 
to the assay-office at New York, and to its officers, clerks, 
and employes. 

Sec. 3556. The officers of the assay-office at New York Sftiarfos of offl. 
shall be entitled to the following salaries : ^l^l at New 

First. The superintendent, to four thousand five hundred 
dollars a year. 

Second. The assayer, to three thousand dollars a year. 

Third. The melter and refiner, to three thousand dollars. 

Sec. 3557. The appointment and compensation of assist- ^ . . 
ants, clerks, and workmen in the assay-office at New York auj^KieTof L- 
shall be regulated in the same manner as is prescribed in pio^^^^ t^^^o w 
regard to mints. Yofk. ^^ 

Sec. 3558. The business of the mint of the United States b n s i n e s s of 
at Denver, while conducted as an assay-office, that of the mint at Dchv^r 
United States assay-office at Boise City, and that of any other St BoTOitjraijS^-: 

Charlotte. "•*>*-' 
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assay-offices hereafter established, shall be confined to the 

receipt of>»gold and silver bullion, for melting and assaying, 

to be returned to depositors of the san.e, in tars, with the 

weight and fineness stamped thereon. 

Appointment Seo. 3659. The officcrs of the a«say-offices embraced by 

?e?fBo" **city," ^^^ preceding section shall be, when their respective serv- 

ana Charlotte. ' ices are required, an assay er and a melter ; each of whom 

shall be appointed by the President, by and with the advice 

and consent of the Senate. Their salaries shall not exceed 

two thousand five hundred dollars a year each. 

Powers and du- ®^^' 3560. The assaycr at each of the assay-offices em- 

uo9 of Rssayers braccd by section thirty-five hundred and fifty-eight, shall 

at assay^fflcea. y^^^^ general Charge of the office ; and may employ, under 

the direction of the Director of the Mint, such clerks, work- 
men, and laborers as may be authorized therefor by law 5 
and shall discharge the duties of disbursing agent for the 
Compensation expcuscs of the office uudcr his charge. The salaries paid 
of employes. to clcrks Shall uot excccd one thousand eight hundred dol- 
lars a year each. Workmen and laborers shall receive such 
wages as are customary according to their respective sta- 
tions and occupations. 
Bond and oath Seo. 3561. Each officcr and clerk appointed at either of 
o[^^gfficor and the assayofficcs embraced by section thirty-five hundred 

and fifty-eight shall, before entering upon the duties of his 
[Amended byoffice,take au oath pursuautto the provisions of Title XIX, 

^ieh^imV^'^'^^^^^^^^ APPLYING [APPLICABLE] TO SEVERAL 

CLASSES OP OFFICEES," and shall give a bond to the United 
States, with one or more sureties, satisfactory to the Director 
of the Mint or to one of the judges of the supreme court of 
the State or Territory in which the office to which he is ap- 
pointed is located, conditioned for the faithful performance 
of his duties. [See §§ 1756, 1757.1 
Laws relating Sec. 3562. All provisious of law for the regulation of 
to awa^^officM. ^^^^s> *^® government of officers and pereons employed 
. ' therein, and for the punishment of all offenses connected 
[Bee Revised with miuts or coiuagc, shall extend to all assay-offices as 

Mco^i*^^' ^^^' ^^^ *® applicable. 

Decimal system ^^c. 3563. The moDcy of account of the United States 
08tai)ii8hc(f . shall be expressed in dollars or units, dimes or tenths, cents, 
i^tec." 2a^' ^ or hundredths, and mills or thousandths, a dime being the 

tenth part of a dollar, a cent the hundredth part of a dollar, 
a mill the thousandth part of a dollar 5 and all accounts in 
the public offices and all proceedings in the courts shall 
be kept and had in conformity to this regulation. 
vaino of foreign Sec. 3564. The value of foreign coin as expressed in the 
co.uMiow ascer- ^^^^^ ^^ accouut of the United States shall be that of the 

|^^i'*rMi873,ch. pixre metal of such coin of standard value; and the values 
' ^^^" ' of the standard coins in circulation of the various nations 
of the world shall be estimated annually by the Director of 
the Mint, and be proclaimed on the first day of January by 
the Secretary of the Treasury. 
vaino ^of^ ihe Sec. 3565. In all payments by or to the Treasury, whether 
pomiystcT^iSa^^^made here or in foreign countries, where it becomes neces- 
sary to compute the value of the sovereign or pound ster- 
I r ling, it shall be deemed equal to four dollars eighty-six 

: r cents and six and one-half mills, and the same rule shall 
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be applied in appraising merchandise imported where the 
value iSf by the invoice, in sovereigns or ponnds sterling, 
and in the construction of contracts payable in sovereigns 
or pounds sterling; and this valuation shall be the par of 
exchange between Great Britain and the United States ; 
and all contracts made after the first day of January, eight- 
een hundred and seventy-foar, based on an assumed par of 
exchange with Great Britain of fifty-four pence to the dollar, 
or four dollars forty-four and four-ninths cents to the sover- 
eign or pound sterling, shall be null and void. 

Sec. 3566. All foreign gold and silver coins received in Eeooina«e of 
payment for moneys due to the United States shall, before foreign oS«. 
being issued in circulation, be coined anew. ^ 9Feb..i7«8,oh. 

Sec. 3567. The pieces commonlj'^ known as the quarter, '2r^p«b., i867, 
eighth, and sixteenth of the Spanish pillar dollar, and of the ^^- 6«.8©o- 2. 
Mexican dollar, shall be receivable at the Treasury of the Spanish and 
United States, and its several offices, and at the several post- Mexican coins, 
offices and land-offices, at the rates of valuation following : oh m^®^ i ^^' 
the fourth of a dollar, or piece of two reals, at twenty cents: ° " '*^' * 
the eighth of a dollar, or piece of one real, at ten cents; and 
the sixteenth of a dollar, or half-real, at five cents. 

Sec. 3568. The Director of the Mint, with the approval of Their transmis 
the Secretary of the Treasury, may prescribe such regula- ^^^^ ^^^ reooin- 
tions as are necessary and proper, to secure the transmission **2i Feb. iss? 
of the coins mentioned in the preceding section to the mint ch. se, 'sec 2! 
for recoinage, and the* [rejturn or distribution of the pro- jj^^j^^ed b 
ceeds thereof, when deemed expedient, and may prescribe act vlh, 27,187^ 
such forms of account as are appropriate and applicable to^®^^*'^*^*"- 
the circumstances. The expenses incident to such trans- 
mission or distribution, and of recoinage, shall be charged 
against the account of silver profit and loss, and the net 
profits, if any, shall be paid, from time to time, into the 
Treasury. 

OOUNTEEFEITING ODIN. 

Seo. 6457. Every person who falsely makes, forges, or Connterfwtbig 
counterfeits, or causes, or procures to be falsely made, coin. ^' * 
forged, or counterfeited, or willingly aids, or assists in,J?£?2,^ft- 
falsely making, forging, or counterfeiting any com or bars p. 434. 
in resemblance or similitude of the gold or silver coins or aot^JS*iM8^ 
bars which have been, or hereafter may be, coined or 
stamped at the mints and assay-offices of the United States, 
or in resemblance or similitude of any foreign gold or sil- 
ver coin which by law is, or hereafter may be made, cur- 
rent in the United States, or are in actual use and circulation 
as money within the United States, or who passes, utters, 
publishes, or sells, or attempts to pass, utter, publish, or 
sell, or bring into the United States from any foreign place, 
or has in his possession, any such false, forged, or counter- 
feited coin or bars, knowing the same to be false, forged, or 
counterfeited shall be punished by a fine of not more than 
five thousand dollars and by imprisonment at hard labor 
not more than ten years. 

Seo. 5458. Every person who flalsely makes, forges, or mSS^SS?^*^ 
counterfeits, or causes, or procures to be falsely made, : : 

^ See act of Febraaiy 21, 1857, ch. 56, sec, 9l ^ ' ^' 
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